
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

 
 

Seventh Grade Curriculum 
 
 

 “Catholic Schools in collaboration with parents and guardians as the primary educators seek to 

educate the whole child by providing an excellent education rooted in Gospel values” 

 (National Standards & Benchmarks for Catholic Elementary & Secondary Schools, p.3) 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

At St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School the staff, parents, and community work together to offer a safe, supporting and nurturing 
Catholic environment. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to Gospel values, discipleship, and academic 

excellence. 
 

 
 
 



St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

This curriculum was designed to fit within the whole school curriculum so that students meet the 

desired outcomes at the end of 8th grade. 

 
Desired Student Outcomes 

Students leaving St. Elizabeth School at 8th Grade will: 

□ Know the values, beliefs, traditions and practices of the Catholic Church, including a knowledge and 

appreciation of the Scriptures, liturgy, prayer and the necessity of involvement in the evangelizing 

mission of the Church. 

□ Follow the example of our patroness, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, by involving themselves in service to 

those in need. 

□ Be able to live in a moral way and make moral decisions according to   sound human and Christian 

values. 

□ Have respect for and appreciation of each individual person, regardless of his/her cultural, ethnic 

background, religious beliefs or economic status. 

□ Respect themselves, others and property. 

□ Have a positive self-concept. 

□ Read and comprehend beyond grade level. 
 

□ Demonstrate basic computer skills. 
 

□ Demonstrate understanding of the scientific process. 
 
□ Understand the working of our government, history  of  our country and significance of current 

events. 

□ Have an appreciation for art and music. 

□  Be aware of the importance of a good diet, exercise and healthy choices of lifestyle. 

□ Be able to use and apply problem solving techniques and critical thinking skills. 

□ Understand that learning is a lifelong process. 



□ Have an appreciation for continuing formal education. 

□ Be able to work cooperatively and independently. 

□ Have basic skills for daily living. 

□ Be willing to accept another person’s ideas. 

□ Accept responsibility for their own actions. 

 
 

Diocese of Saginaw Catholic Schools and Common Core State Standards 
 
 

As stated in our mission statement, St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School is committed to academic 

excellence. Our curriculum is rigorous and it integrates faith and knowledge.  

The CCSS are not a curriculum. They are a set of high quality academic expectations -or standards- 

aiming to prepare students for college and career readiness. The CCSS establish clear, measurable goals for 

students.  

The administrators of all the schools in the Diocese of Saginaw thoroughly discussed the standards. 

In our pursuit to provide the best education to our students, it was decided to utilize the portions of the 

CCSS that do not interfere with our faith-based standards and that would enhance our own standards. We 

have pulled the standards that can be a valuable contribution to our own successful curriculum.  

 
 

Seventh Grade Curriculum 
 

Faithful to the Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School, to the mission of St. 

Elizabeth Parish and to the Christian values that underlie our philosophy, our program aims at the overall 

development of the children, taking into consideration all the areas of the curriculum: spiritual, personal, 

emotional, social, cognitive, physical, linguistic, and aesthetic. Our program provides a safe, nurturing and 

supportive Catholic environment where children engage in learning activities that drive their development.  

This curriculum is designed with a deep understanding of how children learn, what individual 

children need and to the cultural context they are in. We know that children learn and develop following a 

typical pattern, all going through similar stages. However, we also know that development varies among 

children of the same age and that each child may reach those stages at different times. We are also aware of 

the important role each child’s family plays in the child’s development. We see the family as the child’s first 

and most important teacher. We believe in the importance of a home - school partnership to best understand 

the children and thus be able to guide them to reach their highest potential. 



This curriculum was developed by a committee of teachers and administrators of Catholic Schools in 

the Diocese of Saginaw and changes were made to fit our school. The standards from the Michigan 

Common Core Standards that fit within our curriculum were incorporated to enhance our curriculum. 

Student progress is assessed every day through observations, anecdotal records, and checklists as well as 

quizzes and tests. Students take the NWEA MAP test in the fall, winter and the spring. 

 

Spiritual Development 

 Seventh grade students are in a period of rapid growth: physical, mental, and emotional. They may 

experience awkwardness, uncertainty, and self-consciousness. They experience changes from a strong interest in 

the group to an interest in one or two "best" friends. They find peer acceptance more important than adult 

approval. They experience an increase in sexual awareness. At this age they are capable of reflective thinking 

and they learn faith identity through experience of community customs and traditions. 

Our program provides opportunities for children to express—in their own age-appropriate way—

their commitment to Christ. We involve the children in different kinds of prayer experiences. Every child 

gets the opportunity to lead the school in Morning Prayer. We guide them to include contrition, thanks, 

praise and requests for others and/or themselves in their prayers. We encourage them to be specific in their 

prayers and also to use the virtues they learn every week in their prayers. 

Every child gets to participate in the recitation and leading of the Rosary and the Stations of the 

Cross. They are also involved in the Tenebrae Service we hold on Holy Thursday. Every child also has the 

opportunity to take ministries in our weekly Mass. They can be lectors, gift bearers, altar servers, 

Eucharistic Ministers of the Cup and be part of the choir or cantors of the psalm. 

  Through prayer, study, scripture, sacraments, liturgy experiences and service to others, the students 

have opportunities to connect their faith to daily living. Our goal is for all students at St. Elizabeth Area 

Catholic School to grow in their understanding of: 

• The teachings and lived traditions of the Catholic faith 
• The celebration of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation 
• The Bible as it relates to everyday life 
• The development of morals based on our Catholic faith 
• The value of praying personally, communally and liturgically 
• Their experience with the Church’s Catholic Social Teachings and with Corporal and Spiritual Works of 

Mercy. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Catholic Faith 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diocese of Saginaw Parish/School Religion Curriculum 
Grades 7 & 8 

 

History of Salvation: Salvation History 
 

Key 

Recognizes creation as the beginning of God’s plan for our salvation D 

Discusses God’s covenant relationship with Abraham, i.e. the Jewish people D 

Discusses God’s unconditional love for all people through Jesus U 
History of Salvation: Defines Salvation  

Defines grace as: 
• God’s free gift to us 
• God’s presence in our life 

D 

Defines the doctrine of Heaven U 
Relates the term “Paschal Mystery” (Jesus’ life/death/resurrection/ 
ascension) to life D 

Identifies the “Paschal Mystery: as God’s saving action accomplished once for all D 

History of Salvation: Response to God's Call  

Explains the role of all Baptized persons to share their faith with others D 
History of Salvation: Obstacles to Grace/Salvation  

Identifies sin as: 
• Unloving choices that turn us away from God and creation 
• A broken or weakened relationship with God 

A failure to love, whether by action or by inaction, both personally and socially 

U 

Defines personal sin as: 
• Failure to love God and others 
• Free and deliberate violation of God’s moral law 
• Knowingly choosing to do what offends God 

U 
 
 
 
 

Revelation: Meaning of Revelation  

Identifies Sacred Tradition as a principle source of revelation D 

Revelation: Elements of God's Self-Revelation   

Describes God as a personal God intimately involved in the lives of His people D 

Describes God as all holy, wise, just, loving, true, faithful, merciful, forgiving and present everywhere 
U 

Describes Jesus as Word made flesh, fully divine and fully human U 

Begins to experience peace, joy and hope as signs of the Spirit’s presence D 

Recognizes the Spirit as Reconciler, Unifier, and Sanctifier U 

Identifies and can discuss the elements of the Mysteries of the Faith: 
• Incarnation 
• Trinity 
• Immaculate Conception 
•  

D 



Revelation: Understanding of God's Self- Revelation 
 

Reads and discusses selected Scripture passages: 
• Matthew 16:13-20 

   Peter the Rock 
• Matthew 25:31-46 

   The Last Supper 
• Mark 12:28-34 
           The Great Commandment 

D 

Retells the major stories and themes in the Old Testament 
• Abraham and the chosen people 
• Moses receives Ten Commandments 
• Prophets 

U 

Retells major events and themes of the New Testament: 
• Birth of Jesus 
• Life/ministry of Jesus including His teachings 
• Miracles and parables: 

o The Vine & Branches 
o The Good Samaritan 
o The Prodigal Son 

• Institution of the Mass at the Last Supper 
• Passion and death of Jesus 
• Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus 
• Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
• Missionary activities of the Apostles 

U 

Distinguishes between Tradition as teaching authority of the Church and our tradition of legends, pious practices, 
personal devotions, etc. D 

Describes Sacred Tradition as the ongoing work of the Church to bring God’s revelation to the world D 

Describes the Magisterium, the teaching authority of the Church D 

Identifies the Apostles’ Creed as the summary of the principle doctrines of the Church D 

Names the statements of belief found in the Apostles’ Creed D 

Discusses basic doctrines of the Church as expressed in our Creed (Apostles/Nicene) D 

 
Jesus: Mission and Identity of Jesus 

 

Explains Jesus’ relationship with His Father D 

Sees ways of relating to Jesus today U 

Identifies the Paschal Mystery as Jesus’ life, death. Resurrection, Ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit D 

Explains that Jesus shares the power of his resurrection with us by sending the Holy Spirit  

Sees that through Jesus, God established a relationship of particular intimacy with us  

Identifies Jesus as a human person, born of the Virgin Mary, as a mystery of our faith  

Sees Jesus as a model of a completely faithful person  

Recognizes Jesus as the one who enables us to call God our Father  

Recognizes Jesus as teacher, storyteller and prophet  



 
Jesus: Ministry and Teaching of Jesus 

 
 

Describes Jesus as one who proclaims the Kingdom of God (central mission) D 

Explains how Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God U 

Illustrates how Jesus teaches us to live according to The Great Commandment, the Beatitudes and the Last Judgment 
scene (Matt. 25) U 

Explains Jesus’ purpose for using parables in His teaching U 

Demonstrates how Jesus’ life and teaching reveals God’s compassion D 

Identifies The Great Commandments as the core of Jesus’ message U 

Explains that the Risen Jesus sent the Spirit who guides the Church and individuals into truth and new freedom D 

 

Jesus: Key Elements of Jesus' Life 

 

 

Discusses Jesus’ calling of His disciples D 

Describes the Last Supper/Holy Thursday D 

Describes the suffering and death of Jesus/Good Friday D 

Discusses the Resurrection/Easter Sunday D 

Tells the story of the sending of the Spirit/Pentecost D 

Describes the historical and social world of Jesus D 

 
Church: Mission of the Church 

 

 

Identifies role of the Church to bring the Kingdom of God in this world D 

Explains that all members are called by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist to proclaim and share the Good News 
among all nations and cultures (Evangelization) D 

Explains the missionary nature of the Church D 

Explains that all members are called by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist to proclaim and share the Good News 
among all nations and cultures (Evangelization) D 

Recognizes the Church community as the light of Christ and servant to the world U 

Explains the missionary nature of the Church D 

Recognizes and explains the Marks of the Church: 
• One/unity 
• Holy 
• Catholic/universal 
• Apostolic 

U 

Describes Church as a community of believers with unity of faith amidst a diversity of gifts, peoples, cultures and 
ways of life D 

Identifies various ways people actively participate in a parish community of faith U 



Church: Church Membership  

Recognizes Church as a community of believers called to proclaim the teachings of Jesus to all people U 

Describes faith as a personal response to God’s call, leading to an active discipleship D 

Identifies the Church as The Community of God’s people U 

Church: Church Structure  

Identifies the hierarchical structure of the Church: 
• Laity (and Professed Religious)  
• Deacons 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals) 
• Pope 

D 

Describes the role of 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals) 
• Pope 

D 

Discusses Magisterium/Infallibility I 

Names the different ministries in the Church and in the world as a response to a call from the Holy Spirit U 
Church: Church History  

Identifies the influence of the Holy Spirit throughout the Church’s history D 
Is familiar with the mission of the apostles, the witness of the martyrs and the growth of Christianity throughout the 
Roman Empire D 

Identifies major Councils: 
• Jerusalem 
• Nicea 
• Constantinople 
• Ephesus 
• Chalcedon 
• Florence 
• Trent 
• Vatican I & II  

I 

Appreciates the impact of the Great Schism and of the Reformation on present-day Christianity: 
Is aware of how other churches differ from the Catholic Church, appreciates how much is held in common and 
understands Catholic teaching regarding ecumenism 

I 

Church: Ecumenism/Interfaith Dialogue  

Shows Christ-like respect for the dignity all people regardless of background D 
Describes the beliefs and faith traditions of the major Christian Churches—their uniqueness and what they share in 
common with the Catholic Church I 

Church: Mary's Role  
Recognizes Mary as: 
• Mother of God 
• Mother of the Church 

 

Recognizes Mary as the perfect model of a Christian: 
• Model/witness of obedience 
• Model/witness of prayer 
• Model/witness of faith 
• Model of holiness 

U 

Retells accounts of apparitions of Mary:  Fatima, Lourdes, Guadalupe D 

Recognizes Mary as Patroness of the Americas, USA D 

Explains the role of Mary in the life of the Church D 



Church: Saints  

Identifies saints as: 
• Seeking to do God’s will 
• Models/witnesses of Christian life 
• Intercessors (people who will pray for us) 

D 

Explains the Communion of Saints D 

Identifies briefly the canonization process I 

Recounts the lives of several selected saints D 

Appreciates the saints and the universal call to holiness D 

Explains the role of the saints in the life of the Church D 

Sacraments: Theological Points 
 

Describes Sacraments as public celebrations of Christ acting in our lives U 

Explains why Jesus instituted the Sacraments D 

Recognizes grace as coming from the sacraments U 

Identifies Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist as Sacraments of Initiation D 

Lists the process and purpose for the Catechumenate D 

Names the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit D 

Explores the gifts of the Holy Spirit in relation to one’s own life D 
Explains the role of the Holy Spirit in Baptism and Confirmation 
• Defines Baptism as being freed from sin through water and the Spirit to become a new creation 
• Defines Confirmation as the community’s celebration of the Spirit active in its midst 
• Identifies Confirmation as the Sacrament in which a baptized person is sealed with the Holy Spirit in order to 

more actively live out their Baptismal commitment 

U 

Discusses the nature of Eucharist (real presence…transubstantiation) D 
Knows that the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus through the words and intention of the ordained 
minister and faith of the people U 

Describes Penance/Reconciliation as Jesus continuing His work of forgiving and reconciling D 

Can vocalize the basic teachings of the Church on marriage, including divorce and annulment D 

Defines Holy Orders as a call to share in a unique way the priestly ministry of sanctifying, teaching, and building 
community I 

Lists the ranks of Holy Orders as Bishop, Priest and Deacon U 

Sacraments: Symbol/Rite Comprehension 
 

Explains the use of signs and symbols in the Church U 

Describes the symbols, rite and minister of Confirmation U 

Discusses the role of the community in the sacramental life of the candidate U 

Identifies specific signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church and in the World U 

Identifies some of the symbols of the Spirit, e.g. wind, breath, fire D 
Prayer/Worship: Theological Points  

Defines prayer as speaking with and listening to God U 

Recognizes that God calls us to a relationship with Him through prayer U 



Prayer/Worship: Theological Points (cont.)  

Lists and distinguishes praise, thanksgiving, petition and contrition as general purposes of prayer U 

Is aware that faith is expresses through drama, art, song and gesture D 

Identifies reading, thinking, listening, reflecting and mediating as ways to pray D 

Recognizes sacramentals as aids to devotion/prayer D 

Recognizes the purpose of sacramentals as helping us to grow in faith and holiness D 
Prayer/Worship: Prayer Forms  

Relates Jesus’ teaching on prayer to one’s prayer life D 

Identifies the Eucharistic Liturgy as the Church’s greatest prayer U 

Understands meditation and contemplative prayer forms D 

Prayer/Worship: Community Prayer Description  
Recognizes the following as various forms of Communal Prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass) 
• Liturgy of the Hours 
• Celebration of the Sacraments 

D 

Identifies some cultural expressions of Catholicism as it is lived locally, e.g. Hispanic, African American, 
Vietnamese, Polish, Ethiopian, Chinese, etc D 

Demonstrates knowledge of the Eucharistic Liturgy: 
• The central role of the Eucharist (and Mass) in the life of the Church 
• The parts of the Liturgy and the prayers and actions of the Mass 
• The purpose of the homily 

D 

Prayer/Worship: Praying 
 

Recites the: 
• Creed (Apostles/Nicene) 
• Acts of Faith, Hope, Love 
• Angelus 

U 

Recognizes the following as various forms of private prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Rosary 
• The Way of the Cross 
• Prayers for Faith, Hop, Love 
• Intercessory Prayer 
• Writes simple prayers of praise, thanksgiving, petition and contrition 
• Plans and participates in a prayer service 
• Experiences/plans a retreat 
• Meditation, Scriptural Meditation 
• Retreats 
• Music as prayer 
• Prayer flowing from service 
• Prayer based on the Psalms, Beatitudes 
• Contemplation 

D 

Actively participates in Eucharist and Sacramental Liturgies (seasonal/Liturgical Prayer and celebrations) D 

Prays in harmony with the spirit of the season and the Church Year D 

Christian Life/Morality: Christian Response 
 

Recognizes that God calls us to ongoing conversion D 

Understands Catholic moral teaching with regards to the call to discipleship I 

Traces the movement of the Holy Spirit in one’s own life D 

Defines virtues as habits or patterns of doing good D 

Identifies theological virtues: Faith, Hope Love D 



Christian Life/Morality: Christian Response (cont.) 
  

Applies Christian values and decision-making skills in making moral judgments I 

Knows and practices the corporal and spiritual works of mercy as ways to live out our concern for others D 

Identifies a Christian as one called to the task of bringing all creation to give glory to God D 

Explains how the Beatitudes (Matt. 5) can be lived D 

Performs acts of service to demonstrate love for others D 

Christian Life/Morality: Criteria for Christian Behavior 

 

 

Identifies as norms for Christian behavior: 
• The Beatitudes/Sermon on the Mount 
• Ten Commandments 
• Church Laws/Precepts 

D 

Can briefly describe the purpose as well as the Church’s laws of Fast and Abstinence I 

Names The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments U 
Recognizes The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments as a basic guide for a moral person and for loving 
God and others U 

Recognizes Church teaching as a source for establishes norms for Catholic behavior D 

Develops skills to critically reflect on culture in light of Catholic moral teaching D 

Recognizes that personal morality is formed by conscience D 

Identifies ones responsibility for developing a well-formed conscience D 

Recognizes the importance of the moral and ethical demands of the Gospel in forming one’s conscience D 

Recognizes conscience as the capacity to distinguish good from evil D 

Acknowledges conscience as a guide to right behavior D 

Recognizes positive and negative messages in the media U 

Understands the Catholic/Christian perspective on Human Sexuality U 
Explores sexual identity in light of the Church’s teachings and values: 
• The gift of sexuality 
• The Catholic vision of chastity as the successful integration on ones chastity 
• Discernment of appropriate behaviors 
• Responsible family planning and parenthood  

D 

Understands Catholic moral teaching regarding guidance of the natural moral law D 

Understands the basic nature of AIDS and the Church’s teaching on mercy D 

Christian Life/Morality: Concepts of Self-Worth 

 

 

Expresses gratitude to God for Life 
 D 

Is given opportunity to express love of Jesus by loving self and others D 

Recognizes the dignity of human life from the moment of conception to natural death D 

Recognizes holiness as caring about others as Jesus cared about us D 

Discusses facing death with courage and joy because of belief in Jesus’ Resurrection D 
Understands basic concept related to Catholic teaching regarding moral life with regards to the common good, the 
inherent dignity of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God D 

Identifies one’s personal gifts for active participation in a community of faith D 



Christian Life/Morality: Vocation/Stewardship  

Recognizes importance of: 
• Giving oneself 
• Sharing one’s time 
• Talents 
• Money, possessions, etc. 

D 

Understands vocation as commitment and personal response to the call at Baptism D 
Is provided age-appropriate Christian Service opportunities at every grade level 
1. family 
2. parish 
3. school 
4. local community (food kitchens, nursing homes, shelters) 
5. greater community (civic-world wide) 

D 

Identifies rights, responsibilities of membership and acts of service in:  

• Family 
• Neighborhood 
• Parish Faith community 

U 

Practices stewardship and can identify scriptural passages referring to stewardship U 

Christian Life/Morality: Catholic Social Teaching  
Recognizes the work of the Church as love, peace and justice U 

Recalls that God’s creation is for our enjoyment, respect and stewardship U 

Practices care for the earth D 
Names and explains the Seven Catholic Social Teachings: 
1. Life and dignity of the human person 
2. Call to family, community and participation 
3. Rights and responsibility 
4. Option for the poor and vulnerable 
5. The dignity of work and the rights of the worker 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God’s creation 

U 

Explains how Scripture is the basis for the Church’s teaching on social justice I 

Can discuss the “preferential option for the poor” D 

Applies the Church’s social teachings to current situations and problems I 

Identifies ways of responsible use and reuse of resources U 
Describes and explains the Church’s teachings on life issues such as: 
• Euthanasia 
• Abortion 
• Capital Punishment 
• AIDS 
• Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

D 

Recognizes the value of different cultural expressions of Catholicism D 

 
Parents are asked to support their son/daughter’s discipleship development by: 

• Participating in the celebration of the Eucharist with their son/daughter each Saturday evening or Sunday 
• Encouraging their son/daughter to take a more active role in the parish’s life and ministry, in keeping with the age and 

abilities of the young person 
• Including prayer as a part of their daily ritual/routine 
• Identifying with their son/daughter opportunities for service in their local community 
• Helping their son/daughter to appreciate and understand his/her sexuality 
• Inviting their son/daughter to lead prayer at special gatherings/meals/celebrations 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Language Arts Curriculum 
Grade 7 

 
Reading Strategies – Word Recognition (WR) 
1. Recognize and know the meanings of frequently encountered words in print and oral language and 
increase the number of words that can be read fluently across the school year. 
 
2. Acquire, explain and apply strategies using word structure, sentence structure, and prediction to identify 
unknown words and construct meaning of words in context. 
 
3. Determine the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases including idioms, analogies, cross-
cultural expressions, mathematical expressions, scientific procedures, literary terms, metaphors, similes, 
knowledge of roots and affixes, and how they are used in common speech and text. 
 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
 
Reading Strategies – Narrative/Informational Texts (NI) 
1. Identify how the tensions among characters, communities, themes, and issues are related to their own 
experiences in classic, multicultural, and contemporary literature recognized for quality and literary merit. 
 
2. Describe and analyze the structure, literary elements (e.g., role of antagonists, protagonists, internal or 
external conflict, abstract themes, overstatement, understatement, and exaggeration), style and purpose of 
various narrative genres (mystery, poetry, memoir, drama, myths, and legends). 
 
3. Analyze and explain the structure, elements, features, style, purpose and organizational text patterns 
(sequential, compare/contrast, and cause and effect)of various informational genres including persuasive 
essay, research report, brochure, personal correspondence, autobiography, and biography). 
 
4. Explain how and why authors use writers’ craft and text features including metaphors, similes, captions, 
diagrams, and appendices in various informational genres. 
 
5. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in 

a text. 
6. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or 

plot). 
 

 
Reading Strategies – Comprehension (CO) 
1. Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in 
text through oral and written responses. 
 
2. Retell through concise summarization grade-level narrative and informational text. 
 
3. Analyze global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across text to create a deeper 
understanding by drawing conclusions, making inferences, and synthesizing. 
 
4. Apply knowledge of grade-level content area texts to increase understanding of literature. 
 
5. Self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to text by applying and discussing the strategies 
used by mature readers to increase comprehension including: predicting, constructing mental images, 



visually representing ideas in text, questioning, rereading or listening again if uncertain about meaning 
inferring, summarizing, and engaging in interpretive discussions. 
 
6. Plan, monitor, regulate, and evaluate skills, strategies, and processes for their own reading comprehension by 

applying appropriate metacognitive skills such as SQP3R and pattern guides. 
 
7. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

 
8. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 
 

9. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

10. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 

logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 

demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c.  Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, 

and evidence. 
d.  Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 
Critical Assessment (CA) 
1. Evaluate the appropriateness of shared, individual, and expert standards based on purpose, context, and 
audience in order to assess their own writing and writing of others. 
 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

1. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and 
angles in a film). 

2. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same 
period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
Writing 
 
St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School follows the Six Traits of Writing to teach writing strategies. The 
Six Traits rubrics provide for students’ critical assessment of their writing and for teachers to assess 
student growth in writing. 
 

 
Writing Strategies – Writing Genre (WG) 
1. Write a variety of creative writing pieces (e.g., memoir, drama, legend, mystery, poetry, and myth) 
employing devices such as internal and/or external conflicts, antagonists/protagonists, personification. 
 
2. Write a variety of expository pieces (e.g., persuasive) using multiple resources (research) and the writing 
process. 
 



3. Use personal style and voice to enhance the written message in narrative (e.g., personification, humor, 
elements of surprise) and informational writing (e.g., emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible support). 
 
Writing Strategies – Writing Process (WP) 
1. Learn and apply the writing process:  prewriting (set purpose, consider audience, develop plot and 
sequence, and employ antagonist/protagonist, conflicts, and compare/contrast), draft, edit, (proofread using 
grade level checklists and other resources), revise (for clarity, content, and voice), and publish. 
 
 
Writing Strategies – Conventions (CV) 
1. Correctly use style conventions (e.g., MLA) and a variety of grammatical structures including participial 
phrases; adverbial subordinate clauses; superlative adjectives and adverbs; present, past, future, continuous 
verb tenses; parentheses; singular and plural possessive forms; and indefinite pronoun referents. 
 
2. Use correct spelling conventions. 
 
Work Presentation (PR) 
1. Present neat, organized, legible, handwritten or typed work. 
 
Language Arts Attitude (LA) 
1. Be enthusiastic about reading, writing, and learning to read and write. 
 
2. Read and write on their own, both at school and at home. 
 
Speaking (SP) 
1. Identify audience and purpose to communicate effectively by using specialized language to achieve 
precise meaning. 
 
2. Use dialect and slang to add interest to presentations. 
 
3. Participate in small and large group discussions on various genres concerning various literary elements 
such as themes, major and minor characters, plot, dialogue, suspense, and settings. 
 
4. Organize, plan, and present an informational presentation using theory/evidence, persuasion, and 
sequence suited to the intended audiences that incorporates gestures, eye contact, and expressions. 
 
5. Present in standard American English. 
 
Listening and Viewing (LV) 
1. Listen and evaluate a variety of presentations to distinguish fact from opinion with appropriate audience 
behaviors.  Critique the effectiveness of the speaker. 
 
2. Participate in meaningful literary experiences in order to respond to both classic and contemporary texts. 
 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s attitude through tone, mood, and gestures. 
 
4. Formulate questions for the speaker based on content to determine speaker’s bias and credibility. 
 
5. Respond to various texts through discussion and writing offering opinions or solutions to universal 
themes. 
 
6. Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques, their effectiveness, and their use in various media. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Math Curriculum Grade 7 
Pre-Algebra 

 
NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS 

 
1. Calculate rates of change including speed. 
2. Convert ratio quantities between different systems of units such as feet per second to miles per hour. 
3. Understand the concept of square root and cube root, and estimate using calculators. 
4. Solve problems involving operations with integers. 
5. Add, subtract, multiply and divide negative rational numbers. 
6. Understand positive and negative numbers. 
7. Compare and order integers. 
8. Name opposite integers. 
9. Use all four operations with integers. 
10. Order of operations. 
11. Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 
12. Apply appropriate operations. 
13. Solve problems using operations. 
14. Estimate results of computations with rational numbers. 
15. Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply and 

divide rational numbers. 
16. Decimal operations and equations with decimals. 
17. Solve inequalities using addition or subtraction, multiplication or division. 
18. Solve multistep inequalities. 
19. Factors and prime factorization. 
20. Greatest common factor and leas common multiple. 
21. Equivalent fractions. 
22. Rules of exponents. 

 
 
DATA AND PROBABILITY 

 
1. Represent and interpret data using circle graphs, stem and leaf plots, histograms, and box-and-

whisked plots, and select appropriate representation to address specific questions. 
2. Create and interpret scatter plots and find line of best fit and use an estimated line of best fit to 

answer questions about the data. 
3. Calculate and interpret relative frequencies. 
4. Find and interpret the median, quartiles, and inter quartile range of a given set of data. 
5. Understand and apply basic concepts of probability. 
6. Plot integer pairs on a coordinate graph. 

 
 
ALGEBRA 

 
1. Recognize when information given in a table, graph, or formula suggests a proportional or linear 

relationship. 
2. Represent directly proportional and linear relationships using verbal descriptions, tables, graphs, and 

formulas, and translate among these representations. 
3. Given a directly proportional or linear situation, graph and interpret the slope and intercept(s) in 

terms of the original situation. 
4. Find directly proportional or linear situations; solve applied problems using graphs and equations. 



5. Understand and use directly proportional relationships of the form y = mx, and distinguish from 
linear relationships of the form y = mx + b, b non-zero; understand that in a directly proportional 
relationship between two quantities one quantity is a constant multiple of the other quantity. 

6. Calculate the slope from the graph of a linear function as the ratio “rise/run” for a pair of points on 
the graph, and express the answer as a fraction and a decimal; understand that linear functions have 
slope that is a constant rate of change. 

7. Represent linear functions in the form y =  x + b, y = mx, and y = mx + b, and graph, interpreting 
slope and y-intercept. 

8. Know that the solution to a linear equation corresponds to the point at which its graph crosses the x-
axis. 

9. Recognize inversely proportional relationships in contextual situations; know that quantities are 
inversely proportional if their product is constant. 

10. Understand and use basic properties of real numbers; additive and multiplicative identities, additive 
and multiplicative inverses, commutatively, associatively, and the distributive property of 
multiplication over addition. 

11. Add, subtract, and multiply simple algebraic expressions of the first degree, e.g., (92x + 8Y) – 5x + 
y, or –2x(5x-4), and justify using properties of real numbers. 

12. Form applied situations, generate and solve linear equations of the form ax + b + c and ax + b = cx + 
d. and interpret solutions. 

13. Solve two-step equations. 
14. Solve equations having like terms and parentheses. 
15. Solve equations with variables on both sides. 

 
 
GEOMETRY 
 

1. Triangles. 
2. Polygons and quadrilaterals. 
3. Right triangles. 
4. The Pythagorean Theorem. 
5. The tangent ratio. 
6. The sine and cosine ratios. 
7. Areas of parallelograms and trapezoids. 
8. Circumference and area of a circle. 
9. Surface areas of prisms and cylinders. 
10. Surface area of pyramids and cones. 
11. Volume of prisms and cylinders. 
12. Volume of pyramids and cones. 

 
Mathematical Practices 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision. 
7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Science 
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Science Curriculum Grades 7 & 8 
 

SCIENCE PROCESS (SP) 
 
Scientific Thinking 
 
1. Make observations about the world. 
 
2. Generate scientific questions based on observations, investigations, and research.  
 
3. Use valid sources to conduct scientific research. 
 
4. Create a hypothesis based on observation, experiments, and research. 
 
5. Design and conduct scientific investigations using various laboratory materials and equipment.  
 
6. Use standard and metric measurement in an investigation.  
 
7. Write and follow step-by-step instruction in an experiment. 
 
8. Write and follow experiments using flow diagrams and sketches. 
 
9. Identify patterns and construct charts and graphs from data and observations.  
 
10. Analyze information from data tables and graphs to answer scientific questions.  
 
11. Draw conclusions from data from multiple trials of investigations. 
 
12. Identify and model the scientific method. 
 
13. Recognize the progression from hypothesis to theory to scientific law.   
 
14. Solve scientific formulas. 
 
Scientific Ideas 
 
15. Evaluate data, claims, and personal knowledge through collaborative communication.  
 
16. Use evidence to communicate and defend findings of observations and investigations. 
 
17. Use multiple sources of information to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of claims, arguments, or data. 
 
18. Identify limitations in personal and scientific knowledge.  
 
19. Describe the need for evidence in making scientific decisions.  
 
20. Evaluate scientific explanations based on current evidence and scientific principles.  
 
21. Demonstrate scientific concepts through various illustrations, presentations, models, exhibits, and 
activities.   
 



22.  Identify technology used in everyday life and the problems that can be solved through the use of that 
technology. 
 
23.  Identify and explain how the effect humans and other organisms have on the balance of the natural 
world.  
 
24. Describe the benefits and limitations of science and technology in society.  
 
25. Describe how science and technology have advanced because of the contributions of many people 
throughout history and across cultures.  
 
  
PHYSICAL SCIENCE (PS) 
Motion and Energy 
 

1. Identify types of energy. 
 

2. Explain how to transfer energy to make a vehicle move. 
 

3. Identify examples of waves (ex. sound and light waves, seismic waves, water waves). 
 

4. Demonstrate how waves transfer energy when they interact with matter.  
 

5. Describe how waves are produced by vibrations in matter (ex. solid – earthquake, liquid – waves on water, 
gas – echo).  

 
6. Explain energy transfer in photosynthesis.  

 
7. Identify that nuclear reactions take place in the sun, producing heat and light.  

 
8. Explain how only a tiny fraction of light energy from the sun is transformed to heat energy on Earth.  

 
9. Describe position and motion, speed and velocity. 

 
10. Explain the laws of motion: gravity and friction. 

 
11. Model Newton’s First Law. 

 
12. Explain Newton’s Second Law: how a change in mass affects acceleration. 

 
13. Model Newton’s Third Law. 

 
Sound and Light 
 

1. Describe the importance of sound and light waves. 
 

2. Explain how light rays are reflected from a plane mirror. 
 

3. Understand how mirrors, lenses and he eye work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matter 
 

1. Classify substances by their chemical properties (flammability, pH, acid-base indicators, and reactivity).  
 

2. Illustrate and describe atoms.  
 

3. Describe the organization of the periodic table.  
 

4. Illustrate the structure of molecules using models or drawings (water, carbon dioxide, salt).  
 

5. Compare and contrast examples of physical and chemical properties of objects including elements and 
compounds in terms of color, mass, weight, area, volume, density, boiling point, conductivity, reactivity.  

 
6. Identify evidence of chemical change through color, gas formation, solid formation, and temperature change. 

 
7. Discover parts of an atom. 

 
8. Communicate how atoms differ: protons, neutrons, and electrons. 

 
9. Describe elements and chemical bonds: 

 
a. Electrons and energy levels. 
b. Compounds, chemical formulas, and covalent bonds. 
c. Ionic and metallic bonds. 

 
10. Understand chemical reactions. 

 
11. Compare and contrast chemical properties as a result of chemical change.  

 
12. Describe the physical properties and chemical properties as part of a chemical equation.  

 
13. Mixtures, solubility, and acid/base solutions: properties and mixtures. 

 
14. Explain how different materials affect thermal energy transfer.  

 
15. Identify uses of thermal energy. 

 
16. States of matter and changes in state: 

 
a. Explain how dissolving substances in water change its freezing point. 
b. Explain the behavior of gases. 

 
 
 
LIFE SCIENCE (LS) 
 
Organization of Living Things 
 

1. Define and illustrate the cell theory.  
2. Original cell theory 

- All living things are composed of one or more cells. (Scheiden & Schwann 1838- 1839) 
- Cells are the basic unit of live in all living things. (Scheiden & Schwann 1838-1839) 
- All cells are produced by the division of preexisting cells. (Virchow 1858) 

 
 
 



 
3. Modern cell theory 

- Cells contain heredity information which is passed from cell to cell during cell division. 
- All cells are basically the same in chemical composition and metabolic activities. 
- All basic chemical and physiological functions are carried out inside the cell. 
- Cell activity depends on the activities of sub-cellular structures within the cell. 

 
4. Describe growth and development in terms of increase of cell number and/or cell size.  

 
5. Examine how through cell division, cells can become specialized for specific.  

 
6. Recognize and explain the process of photosynthesis.   

 
7. Provide evidence that plants make, use, and store food.  

 
8. Explain how living things interact. 

 
- Ecosystems and biomes. 
- Populations and communities. 

 
9. DNA and Genetics: Understand inheritance. 

 
10. Describe changes in the environment over time. 

 
- Fossils 

 
Adaptation of Living Things 
 

1. Compare how characteristics of living things are passed on through generations, both asexually and sexually.  
 

2. Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of sexual vs. asexual reproduction.   
 

3. Describe how heredity and environment may influence/determine characteristics of an organism. 
 
 
Heredity and Human Body Systems 
 

1. Explain how body systems interact. 
2. Understand how traits are inherited. 
3. Learn about genetics after Mendel. 

 
EARTH SCIENCE (ES) 
 
Earth 
1. Explain how human activities (surface mining, deforestation, overpopulation, construction and urban 
development, farming, dams, landfills, and restoring natural areas) change the surface of the Earth and affect 
the survival of organisms.  
 
2. Describe the origins of pollution and how it impacts habitats, climate changes, and threatens or endangers 
species.  
 
3. Identify various forms of water using a map. 
 
 
 



 
4. Analyze the flow of water between the components of a watershed.  
 
Geologic Changes 
 

1. Identify how rocks are similar and different. 
2. Describe the tock cycle. 
3. Explain how rocks on the seafloor vary with age away from a mid-ocean ridge. 
4. Understand the theory of plate tectonics. 
5. Explain how earthquakes happen. 
6. Understand the danger of active volcanoes. 
7. Understand the earth’s past by the fossils found. 
8. Correlate rocks using index fossils. 
9. Identify geologic history and evolution in life: 

a. How life has changed over time. 
b. The Paleozoic Era: where did coal come from? 
c. The Mesozoic Era. 
d. The Cenozoic Era 

 
Exploring Ecology 
 

10. Describe interactions within ecosystems. 
11. Identify biomes and ecosystems. 
12. Understand how ecosystems work. 
13. Investigate how humans affect ecosystems. 
14. Read about environmental impacts on the land, water and atmosphere. 

 
Atmosphere and Weather 
5. Describe the atmosphere as a mixture of gases.  
 
6. Compare and contrast the composition of the atmosphere at different elevations. 
 
7. Describe the relationship between the warming of the atmosphere of the Earth by the sun and convection 
within the atmosphere and oceans.  
 
8. Describe how the warming of the Earth by the sun produces winds and ocean currents.  
 
9. Illustrate and describe the water cycle as it applies to the atmosphere.   
 
10. Explain the water cycle and describe how evaporation, transpiration, condensation, cloud formation, 
precipitation, infiltration, surface runoff, ground water, and absorption occur within the cycle. 
 
11. Compare and contrast the difference and relationship between climate and weather.  
 
12. Describe how different weather occurs due to constant motion of the atmosphere from the energy of the 
sun reaching the surface of the earth.  
 
13. Explain how the temperature of the oceans affects the different climates on Earth because water in the 
ocean holds a large amount of heat.  
 
14. Describe weather conditions associated with frontal boundaries (cold, warm, stationary, and occluded) 
and the movement of major air masses and the jet stream across North America using a weather map. 
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Social Studies Curriculum Grade 7 
 

Eastern Hemisphere 
 

 
THE GOALS OF SOCIAL STUDIES (Michigan Standards) 
“Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences to prepare young people to become 
responsible citizens. Responsible citizens display social understanding and civic efficacy. Social 
understanding includes knowledge of the human condition, how it has changed over time, the 
variations that occur in different physical environments and cultural settings, and the emerging 
trends that appear likely to shape the future in an interdependent world. Civic efficacy is the 
readiness and willingness to assume responsibilities of citizenship, knowing how, when, and where to 
make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good in a pluralistic, democratic society.” 
 

The Responsible Citizen 
• Uses knowledge of the past to construct meaningful 

understanding of our diverse cultural heritage and 
inform his/her civic judgments (Historical Perspective) 

• Uses knowledge of spatial patterns on earth to 
understand processes that shape both the natural 
environments and the diverse societies that inhabit 
them (Geographic Perspective) 

• Uses knowledge of American government and politics 
to make decisions about governing his/her community 
(Civic Perspective) 

• Uses knowledge of the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services to make personal, 
career and social decisions about the use of scarce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

resources (Economic Perspective) 

• Uses methods of social science investigation to answer questions about society (Inquiry) 

• Knows how, when, and where to construct and express reasoned positions on public issues (Public Discourse and 
Decision Making) 

• Acts constructively to further the public good (Citizen Involvement) 
 
 
ALIGNMENT TO THE COLLEGE, CAREER AND CIVIC LIFE (C3) FRAMEWORK 
FOR SOCIAL STUDIES STATE STANDARDS AND MICHIGAN CONTENT 
STANDARDS 
 
In order to prepare students to be more prepared for the challenges of college and career, it is essential that they 
be prepared for civic life as well.  The updated standards consider of importance that students be aware of 
their changing cultural and physical environments; know the past; read, write and think deeply; and 
act in ways that promote the common good. 
 
It is essential that students learn (a) to develop questions and plan inquiries; (b) apply disciplinary concepts 
and tools; (c) evaluate sources and use evidence, and (d) communicate conclusions and take informed 
action. 

 



 
History (H) 
 

1. Explain how historians use a variety of sources to explore the past (e.g., artifacts, primary and secondary 
sources including narratives, technology, historical maps, visual/mathematical quantitative data, radiocarbon 
dating, DNA analysis).  

 
2. Read and comprehend a historical passage to identify basic factual knowledge and the literal meaning by 

indicating who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to the development, and 
what consequences or outcomes followed.  

 
3. Compare and evaluate competing historical perspectives about the past based on proof.  

 
4. Describe how historians use methods of inquiry to identify cause effect relationships in history noting that 

many have multiple causes.  
 

5. Describe and use cultural institutions to study an era and a region (political, economic, religion/belief, 
science/technology, written language, education, family).  

 
6. Describe and use themes of history to study patterns of change and continuity.  

 
7. Use historical perspective to analyze global issues faced by humans long ago and today.  

 
8. Explain how and when human communities populated and adapted to a variety of environments in major 

regions of the Eastern Hemisphere (Africa, Europe, and Asia).  
 

9. Explain what archeologists have learned about Paleolithic and Neolithic patterns of living in Africa, Western 
Europe, and Asia.  

 
10. Describe the importance of the natural environment in the development of agricultural settlements in different 

locations (e.g., available water for irrigation, adequate precipitation, and suitable growing season).  
 

11. Explain the impact of the Agricultural Revolution (stable food supply, surplus, population growth, trade, 
division of labor, development of settlements).  

 
12. Compare and contrast the environmental, economic, and social institutions of two early civilizations from 

different world regions (e.g., Yangtse, Indus River Valley, Tigris/Euphrates, and Nile).  
 

13. Describe the importance of the development of human language, oral and written, and its relationship to the 
development of culture. 

- verbal vocalizations 
- standardization of physical (rock, bird) and abstract (love, fear) words 
- pictographs to abstract writing (governmental administration, laws, codes, history, and artistic 

expressions)  
 

14. Use historical and modern maps and other sources to locate, describe, and analyze major river systems and 
discuss the ways these physical settings supported permanent settlements, and development of early 
civilizations (Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Yangtze River, Nile River, Indus River).  

 
15. Examine early civilizations to describe their common features (ways of governing, stable food supply, 

economic and social structures, use of resources and technology, division of labor and forms of 
communication).  

 
16. Define cultural diffusion and how it resulted in the spread of ideas and technology from one region to another 

(e.g., plants, crops, plow, wheel, bronze metallurgy).  



 
17. Describe the characteristics that classical civilizations share (institutions, cultural styles, systems of thought 

that influenced neighboring peoples and have endured for several centuries).  
 

18. Using historic and modern maps, locate three major classical empires and propose a generalization about the 
relationship between geographic characteristics and the development of early empires.  

 
19. Compare and contrast the defining characteristics of a city-state, civilization, and empire.  

 
20. Assess the importance of Greek ideas about democracy and citizenship and how it influenced Western 

political thought and institutions.  
 

21. Describe major achievements from Indian, Chinese, Mediterranean, African, and Southwest and Central 
Asian civilizations in the areas of art, architecture and culture; science, technology, and mathematics; political 
life and ideas; philosophy and ethical beliefs; and military strategy.  

 
22. Use historic and modern maps to locate and describe trade networks among empires in the classical era; 

describe how trade integrated cultures and influenced economics with specific case studies (e.g., Assyrian, 
Persian trade networks or networks of Egypt and Nubia/Kush; or Phoenician and Greek Networks).  

 
23. Describe the role of the following in building and maintaining empires (e.g., Han Empire, Mauryan Empire, 

Egypt, Greek city-states and the Roman Empire). 
- state authority 
- military power 
- taxation systems,  
- institutions of coerced labor, including slavery 
- legal codes 
- belief systems 
- written language and communications  

 
24. Create a time line illustrating the rise and fall of empires during the classical period.  

 
25. Identify and describe the beliefs of the six major world religions (Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, 

Confucianism, and Islam).  
 

26. Locate the geographical center of major religions and map the spread through the 3rd century C.E./A.D.  
 

27. Identify and describe the ways that religions both unified and divided people’s perceptions of the world and 
contributed to cultural integration of large regions of Afro-Eurasia.  

 
28. Analyze the impact of colonialism on African life. 

 
Geography (G) 
 

1. Use a variety of maps, globes, and web-based geography technology to study the world, including global, 
interregional, regional, and local scales.  

 
2. From memory draw a map of the Eastern Hemisphere showing the major regions (Africa, Asia, Europe, 

Australia/Oceania, and Antarctica).  
 

3. Locate the major landforms, climate regions, and rivers of the Eastern Hemisphere.  
 

4. Answer geographic questions using modern technology to locate information, process maps and data and 
analyze spatial patterns of the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., Geographic Positioning System (GPS) and 
Geographic Information System (GIS) and satellite remote sensing).  



 
5. Analyze a problem or issue in the Eastern Hemisphere by applying the skills of geographic inquiry (e.g., 

asking and answering geographic questions; acquiring and analyzing geographic information).  
 

6. Use the five themes of geography to describe regions or places on Earth.  
 

7. Describe the climate and landform features within the Eastern Hemisphere regions.  
 

8. Use GIS, satellite images, and the Internet to compare and contrast the surface features and vegetation of 
Eastern Hemisphere continents.  

 
9. Locate, describe and compare the ecosystems, resources, and human environment interactions of major world 

regions. 
 

10. Describe the human characteristics such as languages, religions, economic systems, governmental systems, 
and cultural traditions in the regions under study.  

 
11. Explain how communities are positively and negatively affected by changes in technology (e.g., increased 

manufacturing resulting in rural to urban migration in China, increased farming of fish, hydroelectric power 
generation at Three Gorges, pollution resulting from increased manufacturing and automobiles).  

 
12. Analyze how culture and experience influence people’s perception of places and regions (e.g., that beaches 

are places where tourists travel, cities have historic buildings, northern places are cold, equatorial places are 
very warm).  

 
13. Create and analyze climate graphs to answer geographic questions and make predictions based on patterns for 

two locations at different latitudes and elevations in the region (e.g., compare and contrast Norway and 
France; Nairobi and Kilimanjaro; Mumbai and New Delhi).  

 
14. Explain how and why ecosystems differ because of differences in latitudes, elevation, and human activities 

(e.g. effects of latitude on types of vegetation in Africa, proximity to bodies of water in Europe, and effects of 
annual river flooding in Southeast Asia and China).  

 
15. Identify and explain examples of cultural diffusion within the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., the spread of sports, 

music, architecture, television, Internet, Bantu languages in Africa, Islam in Western Europe).  
 

16. Compare roles of women in traditional African societies in the past with roles of women as modern micro-
entrepreneurs in current societies.  

 
 

17. Describe and identify the modifications that were necessary to make places suitable for settlement in the 
Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., Nile River irrigation, reclamation of land along the North Sea, planting trees in 
areas that have become desertified in Africa).  

 
18. Describe patterns of settlement by using historical and modern maps (e.g., the location of the world’s mega 

cities, other cities located near coasts and navigable rivers, regions under environmental stress such as the 
Sahel).  

 
19. Identify factors that contribute to conflict and cooperation between and among cultural groups (control/use of 

natural resources, power, wealth, and cultural diversity).  
 

20. Identify the ways the human-environment interaction changes one place can affect the physical environment 
of other places (e.g., cutting forests in one region may result in river basin flooding as has happened 
historically in China; building a dam floods land upstream and may permit irrigation downstream as in 
Southern Africa, the Aswan Dam flooded the upper Nile Valley and permitted irrigation downstream).  

 



 
 
Civics and Government (C) 
 

1. Explain how differences that occur in monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships, and representative governments 
affect relationships between government and society (e.g., individual, government and society as a whole).  

 
2. Define the characteristics of a nation-state (a specific territory, clearly defined boundaries, citizens, and 

jurisdiction over people who reside there, laws, and government). Analyze how those nation-states interacted 
with other nations.  

 
3. Explain how governments address national issues and form policies, and how those policies affect other 

countries (e.g., population pressures in China compared to Sweden; international immigration quotas, 
international aid, energy needs for natural gas and oil and military aid).  

 
4. Explain the challenges to governments and the cooperation needed to address international issues in the 

Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., migration and human rights).  
 

5. Explain why governments belong to different types of international and regional organizations (e.g., North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), Organization of the Petroleum Exporting States (OPEC), European 
Union (EU), African Union (AU), G-8 countries (leading political and economic countries), United Nations 
(UN)).  

 
 
Economics (E) 
 

1. Describe how a governmental policy affects a country, as well as other countries that use its resources 
(sanctions and tariffs enacted by a national government to prevent imports, most favored trade agreements, 
the impact China is having on the global economy and the U.S. economy in particular).  

 
2. Explain the importance of trade (imports and exports) on national economics in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., 

natural gas in North Africa, petroleum Africa, mineral resources in Asia).  
 

3. Graph and analyze the Gross Domestic Product of a region in the Eastern Hemisphere for the past decade and 
compare the data with trend data on the total value of imports and exports over a period of time. Then 
determine the impact of trade on that region.  

 
4. Explain how innovations in communicating have affected economic interactions and where and how people 

work (e.g., internet-based home offices, international work teams, international companies). (E314) 
 

5. Explain and compare how an economic system (traditional, command, and market) decides what should be 
produced? How will it be produced? How will it be distributed? Who will receive the benefits of production? 
(e.g., market economies in Africa, Europe; command economy in North Africa; and the transition to market 
economies in Vietnam and China).  

 
Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Citizen Involvement (P) 
 

1. Clearly state an issue as a question or public policy, trace the origins of that issue, analyze various 
perspectives, and generate and evaluate alternative resolutions.  

 
2. In group discussions, deeply examine policy issues and debate to make reasoned and informed decisions. 

Then individually write persuasive-argumentative essays expressing and justifying decisions on public policy 
issues. Plan and conduct activities intended to advance views on matters of public policy, report the results, 
and evaluate effectiveness.  



 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would plan and conduct activities intended to 

advance their views in matters of public policy, report the results, and evaluate effectiveness.  
 

4. Engage and participate in Works of Mercy and contribute to solving national or international problems and/or 
effecting change through involvement in Catholic Social teachings ( service learning projects).  

 
5. Conduct research on contemporary global topics and issues, compose persuasive essays, and develop a plan 

for action. Contemporary Investigation Sample Topics include: 
a. Conflict, stability and change – investigate the significance of conflict, stability, and change in 

governmental systems within the region. 
b. Diversity and Nationalism – investigate the tensions that may develop between  cultural diversity 

and nationalism within a country and their consequences. 
c. Urbanization – investigate urbanization and its consequences for the  world’s population. 
d.  Oil and Society – investigate the significance of how oil has changed nations as  both consumers and 

producers of this natural resource. 
e. Children in the World – investigate issues affecting children such as health, labor, and war. 
f. Regional Cooperation – Explain the significance of and barriers to regional cooperation.  

 
6. Conduct research on ancient world history eras, compose persuasive essays, and develop a plan for action.  

 
7. Determine how our Catholic Faith influences our participation in a global society.  

 
 
     

Skills 

1. Read different type of maps 

2. Read latitude and longitude 

3. Make generalizations 

4. Research topics on the Internet 

5. Read a political cartoon 

6. Compare maps 

7. Interpret charts 

8. Use electronic card catalog 

9. Make an outline 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
TECHNOLOGY  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Log in and out of their Chromebook. 
2. Use Google docs. 
3. Send email to their teacher or principal. 

 
 



 

Technology Standards Grades 6-8 
 

6-8.CI.1. apply common software features (e.g., spellchecker, thesaurus, formulas, charts, 
graphics, sounds) to enhance communication with an audience and to support creativity 

6-8.CI.2. create an original project (e.g., presentation, web page, newsletter, information brochure) 
using a variety of media (e.g., animations, graphs, charts, audio, graphics, video) to present content 
information to an audience 

6-8.CI.3. illustrate a content-related concept using a model, simulation, or concept-mapping software 

 6-8.CC. Communication and Collaboration—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.CC.1. use digital resources (e.g., discussion groups, blogs, podcasts, videoconferences, 
Moodle, Blackboard) to collaborate with peers, experts, and other audiences 

6-8.CC.2. use collaborative digital tools to explore common curriculum content with learners from 

other cultures 

6-8.CC.3. identify effective uses of technology to support communication with peers, family, or 

school personnel 

 6-8.RI. Research and Information Literacy—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.RI.1. use a variety of digital resources to locate information 

6-8.RI.2. evaluate information from online information resources for accuracy and bias 

6-8.RI.3. understand that using information from a single Internet source might result in the 
reporting of erroneous facts and that multiple sources should always be researched 

6-8.RI.4. identify types of web sites based on their domain names (e.g., edu, com, org, gov, net) 

6-8.RI.5. employ data-collection technologies (e.g., probes, handheld devices, GPS units, geographic mapping systems) to 
gather, view, and analyze the results for a content-related problem 

 6-8.CT. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making —By the end of grade 8 each student will:  
 

6-8.CT.1. use databases or spreadsheets to make predictions, develop strategies, and evaluate 
decisions to assist with solving a problem 

6-8.CT.2. evaluate available digital resources and select the most appropriate application to 
accomplish a specific task (e, g., word processor, table, outline, spreadsheet, presentation program) 

6-8.CT.3. gather data, examine patterns, and apply information for decision making using available 

digital resources 

6-8.CT.4. describe strategies for solving routine hardware and software problems 

 6-8.DC. Digital Citizenship—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.DC.1. provide accurate citations when referencing information sources 

6.8 C.I. Creativity and Innovation 



 

 

6-8.DC.2. discuss issues related to acceptable and responsible use of technology (e.g., privacy, 
security, copyright, plagiarism, viruses, file-sharing) 

6-8.DC.3. discuss the consequences related to unethical use of information and communication 

technologies 

6-8.DC.4. discuss possible societal impact of technology in the future and reflect on the 
importance of technology in the past 

6-8.DC.5. create media-rich presentations on the appropriate and ethical use of digital tools and 

resources 

6-8.DC.6. discuss the long term ramifications (digital footprint) of participating in questionable 
online activities (e.g., posting photos of risqué poses or underage drinking, making threats to 
others) 

6-8.DC.7. describe the potential risks and dangers associated with online communications 
 

6-8.TC. Technology Operations and Concepts—By the end of grade 8 each student will: 
6-8.TC.1. identify file formats for a variety of applications (e.g., doc, xls, pdf, txt, jpg, mp3) 

6-8.TC.2. use a variety of technology tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, 
calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced materials 

6-8.TC.3. perform queries on existing databases 

6-8.TC.4. know how to create and use various functions available in a database (e.g., filtering, sorting, 

charts) 

6-8.TC.5. identify a variety of information storage devices (e.g., CDs, DVDs, flash drives, SD cards) 
and provide ration- ales for using a certain device for a specific purpose 

6-8.TC.6. use accurate technology terminology 

6-8.TC.7. use technology to identify and explore various occupations or careers, especially those 
related to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

6-8.TC.8. discuss possible uses of technology to support personal pursuits and lifelong learning 

6-8.TC.9. understand and discuss how assistive technologies can benefit all individuals 

6-8.TC.10. discuss security issues related to e-commerce 
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Physical Education Curriculum Grade 7 

Students will display Christian behaviors when involved in physical education class, especially 
respecting and interacting well with others, displaying courtesy and tact, and coping with 
disagreements and losing when playing. 
 

Abilities Outcome 
The students will be able to … 

I. Learn important kills for life in physical education. 
a. Demonstrate physical fitness appropriate for the age. 
b. Play safely and by the rules. 
c. Be a good winner and a good loser. 
d. Be a good team member by cooperating and giving and receiving compliments. 

 

Standard 1: Demonstrates competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns. 

1. Games & sports. Invasion and field games – Throwing: 
Throws with a mature pattern for distance or power appropriate to the activity in a dynamic environment. (S1.2.7) 
2. Catching: Catches with a mature pattern from a variety of trajectories using different objects in small- sided game play. 
(S1.3.7) 
3. Games & sports. Invasion games – Passing and Receiving: 
Passes and receives with feet in combination with locomotor patterns of running and change of direction and speed with 
competency in modified invasion games such as soccer or speedball. (S1.4.7) 
4. Passing and Receiving: Throws, while moving, a leading pass to a moving receiver. (S1.5.7) 

5. Offensive skills: 
Executes at least 1 of the following designed to create open space during small-sided game play: pivots, fakes, jab steps. 
(S1.6.7) 
6. Offensive skills: 
Performs the following offensive skills with defensive pressure: pivot, give and go, and fakes. (S1.7.7) 
7. Dribbling/Ball Control: 
Dribbles with dominant and non-dominant hands using a change of speed and direction in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.8.7) 
8. Dribbling/Ball Control: 
Foot-dribbles or dribbles with an implement combined with passing in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.9.7) 
9. Shooting on goal: 
Shoots on goal with power and accuracy in small-sided game-play.(S1.10.7) 
10. Defensive Skills: 
Slides in all directions while on defense without crossing feet.  
(S1.11.7) 
11. Games and sports. Net/Wall Games Serving: 
Executes consistently (at least 70% of the time) a legal underhand serve to a predetermined target for net/wall games such as 
badminton, volleyball, or pickleball. (S1.12.7) 
12. Striking: 
Strikes with a mature overhand pattern in a dynamic environment for net/wall games such as volleyball, handball, 
badminton, or tennis. (S1.13.7) 
13. Forehand and backhand: 
Demonstrates the mature form of forehand and backhand strokes with a long-handled implement in net games such as 
badminton or tennis. (S1.14.7) 

14. Weight Transfer: 
Transfers weight with correct timing using low-to-high striking pattern with a short- handled implement on the forehand 
side. (S1.15.7) 



 

 

15. Volley: 
Forehand and backhand volleys with a mature form and control using a short-handled implement. (S1.16.7) 
  
17. Two handed volley: 
Two-hand-volleys with control in a dynamic environment. (S1.17.7) 
18. Games and sports. Target Games: 
Executes consistently (70% of the time) a mature underhand pattern for target games such as bowling, bocce, or horseshoes. 
(S1.18.7) 

19. Striking: 
Strikes, with an implement, a stationary object for accuracy and distance in activities such as croquet, shuffleboard, or golf. 
(S1.19.7) 
20. Games and Sports. Fielding/striking games –Striking: 
Strikes a pitched ball with an implement to open space in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.20.7) 
21. Catching: 
Catches, with a mature pattern, from different trajectories using a variety of objects in small- sided game play. (S1.21.7) 
22. Outdoor pursuits: 
Demonstrates correct technique for a variety of skills in 1 self-selected outdoor activity. (S1.22.7) 

23. Individual-performance activities: 
Demonstrates correct technique for a variety of skills in 1 self-selected individual- performance activity. (S1.24.7) 

Standard 2: Applies knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies and tactics related to movement 
and performance. 
1. Games and Sports. Invasion Games Creating space with movement: 
Reduces open space by using locomotor movements (e.g. walking, running, jumping, and landing, changing size and shape 
of the body) in combination with movement concepts (e.g. reducing the angle in space, reducing distance between player 
and goal). (S2.1.7) 
2. Creating space with offensive tactics: 
Executes at least 2 of the following offensive tactics to create open space: uses a variety of passes, pivots, and fakes; give and 
go. (S2.2.7) 
3. Creating space using width and length: 
Creates open space by staying spread on offense and cutting and passing quickly. (S2.3.7) 

4. Games and Sports. Invasion Games- Reducing space by changing size and shape: 
Reduces open space on defense by staying close to the opponent as he/she nears the goal. (S2.4.7) 
5. Reducing space using denial: 
Reduces open space by not allowing the catch (denial) or anticipating the speed of the object or person for the purpose of 
interception or deflection. (S2.5.7) 
6. Transitions: 
Transitions from offense to defense or defense to offense by recovering quickly and communicating with team-mates. 
(S2.6.7) 
7. Games and Sports. Net/Wall games - Creating Space through variation: 
Creates open space in net/wall games with a long-handled implement by varying force and direction, and moving opponent 
from side to side. (S2.7.7) 

8. Using tactics and shots: 
Selects offensive shot based on opponent’s location (hit where opponent is not). (S2.8.7) 
9. Games and Sports. Target games -Shot selection: 
Varies the speed and/or trajectory of the shot based on location of the object in relation to the target. (S2.9.7) 

10. Games and sports. Fielding and Striking games- Offensive strategies: 
Uses a variety of shots (e.g. slap & run, bunt, line drive, high arc) to hit to open space. (S2.10.7) 

11. Reducing space: 
Selects the correct defensive play based on the situation (e.g. number of outs). (S2.11.7) 
12. Outdoor Pursuits -Movement concepts: 
Analyzes the situation and makes adjustments to ensure the safety of self and others. (S2.13.7) 



 

 

Standard 3: Demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a health-enhancing 
level of physical activity and fitness. 
1. Physical activity knowledge: 
Identifies barriers related to maintaining a physically active lifestyle and seeks solutions for eliminating those barriers. 
(S3.1.7) 
2. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a physical activity twice a week outside of physical education class. (S3.2.7) 

3. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of strength- and endurance-fitness activities such as Pilates, resistance training, body-weight 
training, and light free-weight training. (S3.3.7) 

4. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of strength- and endurance-fitness activities such as weight or resistance training. (S3.4.7) 
5. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of lifetime dual and individual sports, martial arts, or aquatic activities. (S3.5.7) 

6. Fitness knowledge: 
Participates in moderate to vigorous muscle- and bone-strengthening physical activity at least 3 times per week. (S3.6.7) 
7. Fitness knowledge: 
Distinguishes between health-related and skill-related fitness. (S3.7.7) 
8. Fitness knowledge: 
Adjusts physical activity based on quantity of exercise needed for minimal health standards and/or optimal functioning based 
on current fitness level. (S3.8.7) 
9. Fitness knowledge: 
Describes and demonstrates the difference between dynamic and static stretches. (S3.9.7) 
10. Fitness knowledge: 
Describes the role of exercise and nutrition in weight management. 
(S3.10.7) 
11. Fitness knowledge: 
 Describes the overload principle (FITT formula) for different types of physical activity, the training principles on which the 
formula is based and how the formula and principles affect fitness. 
(S3.11.7) 
12. Fitness knowledge: 
Designs a warm-up and cool-down regimen for a self-selected physical activity. (S3.12.7) 
13. Fitness knowledge: 
Defines how the RPE Scale can be used to determine the perception of the work effort or intensity of exercise. (S3.13.7) 
14. Fitness knowledge: 
Describes how muscles pull on bones to create movement in pairs by relaxing and contracting. (S3.14.7) 
15. Assessment and program planning: 
Designs and implements a program of remediation for 2 areas of weakness based on the results of health-related fitness 
assessment. (S3.15.7) 
16. Assessment and program planning: 
Maintains a physical activity and nutrition log for at least 2 weeks and reflects on activity levels and nutrition as documented in 
the log. (S3.16.7) 
17. Nutrition: 
Develops strategies for balancing healthy food, snacks and water intake, along with daily physical activity. (S3.17.7) 
18. Stress Management: 
Practices strategies for dealing with stress, such as deep breathing, guided visualization, and aerobic exercise. (S3.18.7) 

Standard 4: Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others. 
1. Personal responsibility: 
Exhibits responsible social behaviors by cooperating with classmates, demonstrating inclusive behaviors, and supporting 
classmates. (S4.1.7) 



 

 

2. Personal responsibility: 
Demonstrates both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation by selecting opportunities to participate in physical activity outside of 
class. (S4.2.7) 
3. Accepting feedback: 
Provides corrective feedback to a peer using teacher-generated guidelines and incorporating appropriate tone and other 
communication skills. 
(S4.3.7) 
4. Working with others: 
Demonstrates cooperation skills by establishing rules and guidelines for resolving conflicts. (S4.4.7) 
5. Working with others: 
Problem solves with a small group of classmates during adventure activities, small- group initiatives, or game play. 
(S4.5.7) 
6. Safety: 

Independently uses physical activity and exercise equipment appropriately and safely. (S4.7.7)  
Standard 5: Recognizes the value of physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression and/or social interaction. 
1. Health: 
Identifies different types of physical activities and describes how each exerts a positive impact on health. (S5.1.7) 

2. Health: 
Identifies positive mental and emotional aspects of participating in a variety of physical activities. (S5.2.7) 
3. Challenge: 
Generates positive strategies such as offering suggestions or assistance, leading or following others and providing possible 
solutions when faced with a group challenge. (S5.3.7) 
4. Self-expression and enjoyment: 
Identifies why self-selected physical activities create enjoyment. (S5.4.7) 

5. Self-expression and enjoyment: 
Explains the relationship between self- expression and lifelong enjoyment through physical activity. (S5.5.7) 

6. Social interaction: 
Demonstrates the importance of social interaction by helping and encouraging others, avoiding trash talk, and providing 
support to classmates. (S5.6.7) 
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Music Curriculum Grade 7 

  
Students will explore how religion is expressed through music. 
 

PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.I.7.1 Sing and play with expression and technical accuracy, an 

increasingly diverse repertoire of literature at developmentally-

appropriate levels. Perform at least one selection from memory. 

 

ART.M.I.1.2 Sing a melody in a small group. 

 

ART.M.I.7.3 Sing and play accurately as a soloist, and in both small and large 

ensembles with appropriate technique and breath control. 

 

ART.M.I.7.4 Use technology in a variety of ways in musical 

performance. 

 

ART.M.I.7.5 Sight read basic melodies in treble and bass clefs, using 

combinations of whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted 

notes and rests; in simple meter. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.II.7.1 Improvise tonic and dominant accompaniments. 

ART.M.II.7.2 Improvise basic rhythmic and melodic variations. 



 

 

ART.M.II.7.3 Improvise short melodies over given rhythmic accompaniments, 

each in a consistent style, meter, and tonality. 

 

ART.M.II.7.4 Compose short pieces to communicate ideas and/or stories, 

within defined parameters. 
 

ART.M.II.7.5 Arrange simple pieces for student’s classroom instrument or 

voice. 

 

ART.M.II.7.6  Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources 

when composing, arranging, and improvising. 

ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.M.III.7.1  Identify and describe specific musical elements and events in a 

given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 

 

ART.M.III.7.2  Analyze elements of music used in music of increasingly diverse 

genres and styles. 
 

ART.M.III.7.3 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of tonality, major chords, 

and I-IV-V harmonic progressions in major keys. 
 

ART.M.III.7.4  Develop criteria based on musical knowledge and personal 

reflections to evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music 

performances. Apply these criteria as self- evaluation when 

performing and creating. 

 

ART.M.III.7.5  Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of one’s own and others’ 

musical performances and creations by applying specific and 



 

 

appropriate criteria, and offering constructive suggestions for 

improvement. 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4:  Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.M.IV.7.1  Describe distinguishing characteristics of a repertoire of music 

from diverse cultures. 

 

ART.M.IV.7.2  Classify by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period, 

composer, and title) a varied body of exemplary musical works. 

 

ART.M.IV.7.3  Compare, in several cultures of the world, functions music serves 

and the roles of musicians. 

 

ART.M.IV.7.4 Describe the relationship between technology and music. 

 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5:  Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.M.V.7.1  Describe and compare the relationships between the art forms 

and their characteristic materials. 
 

ART.M.V.7.2 Describe ways in which music is related to the subject matter 

of at least two other disciplines. 

 

ART.M.V.7.3 Identify multiple artistic applications of current technology in 

music. 
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Art Curriculum Grade 7 

Students will explore how religion is expressed through art and architecture. 

PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.VA.I.7.1 Understand the varying qualities of materials, techniques, media 

technology, and processes at an emerging level. 
 

ART.VA.I.7.2 Understand the concept of proper use of art materials and using 

tools safely and responsibly at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.I.7.3 Demonstrate the use of successful visual vocabulary at an 

emerging level. 
 

ART.VA.I.7.4 Employ reflective thinking skills by observing, analyzing, and 

critically evaluating works of art for the purpose of improving 

technical quality at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.I.7.5 Produce and exhibit a final product that demonstrates quality 

craftsmanship and technique at an emerging level. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.VA.II.7.1 Identify, design, and solve creative problems at an 

emerging level. 

 



 

 

ART.VA.II.7.2 Develop and apply critical thinking strategies through the art 

making process at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.II.7.3 Collaborate, communicate, and work with others to create new 

ideas at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.II.7.4 Initiate new ideas employing inventiveness and innovation at an 

emerging level with increasing independence. 

 

ART.VA.II.7.5 Demonstrate reflective thinking practices at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.II.7.6 Make knowledgeable choices about materials, techniques, media 

technology, organizational principles, and processes to articulate ideas 

and communicate intended meaning at an emerging level. 

ART.VA.II.HS.7 Create preliminaries, possibilities, and drafts at an 

emerging level. 
 

ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.VA.III.7.1  Critically observe, describe, and analyze visual 

characteristics at an emerging level. 
 

ART.VA.III.7.2 Interpret artwork searching for embedded meaning, function, and 

personal connections at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.III.7.3  Improve descriptions of how the artist’s choice of materials, 

techniques, media technology, and processes influence the 

viewer. 
 



 

 

ART.VA.III.7.4  Use critical thinking strategies to observe, compare, and contrast 

artworks at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.III.7.5  Develop and defend informed aesthetic opinions about works of art 

using artistic vocabulary at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.III.7.6 Identify personal and community experiences within works of art at 

an emerging level. 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.VA.IV.7.1 Recognize, describe and analyze, and evaluate how art 

contributes to and reflects all societies and cultures at an 

emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.IV.7.2  Articulate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural 

contexts of artwork with an emerging level of aesthetic 

sophistication. 
 

ART.VA.IV.7.3  Decode and interpret artwork to discern between prejudice and 

tolerance, bias, and fact at an emerging level. 



 

 

 

 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.VA.V.7.1 Recognize and describe, personal, family, and community 

connections with artworks at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.V.7.2  Recognize and describe the skills used in visual arts careers 

at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.V.7.3 Analyze and compare the characteristics of work in two or more 

art forms that are dissimilar in subject matter, historical periods, or 

cultural context at an emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.V.7.4 Demonstrate an understanding of their place in the visual world and 

develop an appreciation of how they are part of a global society at an 

emerging level. 

 

ART.VA.V.7.5 Analyze and describe ways in which the principles and subject 

matter of other disciplines taught in school are interrelated 

with the visual arts at an emerging level. 
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