
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

 
 

Sixth Grade Curriculum 
 
 

 “Catholic Schools in collaboration with parents and guardians as the primary educators seek to 

educate the whole child by providing an excellent education rooted in Gospel values” 

 (National Standards & Benchmarks for Catholic Elementary & Secondary Schools, p.3) 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

At St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School the staff, parents, and community work together to offer a safe, supporting and nurturing 
Catholic environment. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to Gospel values, discipleship, and academic 

excellence. 
 

 
 
 



St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

This curriculum was designed to fit within the whole school curriculum so that students meet the 

desired outcomes at the end of 8th grade. 

 
Desired Student Outcomes 

Students leaving St. Elizabeth School at 8th Grade will: 

□ Know the values, beliefs, traditions and practices of the Catholic Church, including a knowledge and 

appreciation of the Scriptures, liturgy, prayer and the necessity of involvement in the evangelizing 

mission of the Church. 

□ Follow the example of our patroness, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, by involving themselves in service to 

those in need. 

□ Be able to live in a moral way and make moral decisions according to   sound human and Christian 

values. 

□ Have respect for and appreciation of each individual person, regardless of his/her cultural, ethnic 

background, religious beliefs or economic status. 

□ Respect themselves, others and property. 

□ Have a positive self-concept. 

□ Read and comprehend beyond grade level. 
 

□ Demonstrate basic computer skills. 
 

□ Demonstrate understanding of the scientific process. 
 
□ Understand the working of our government, history  of  our country and significance of current 

events. 

□ Have an appreciation for art and music. 

□  Be aware of the importance of a good diet, exercise and healthy choices of lifestyle. 

□ Be able to use and apply problem solving techniques and critical thinking skills. 

□ Understand that learning is a lifelong process. 



□ Have an appreciation for continuing formal education. 

□ Be able to work cooperatively and independently. 

□ Have basic skills for daily living. 

□ Be willing to accept another person’s ideas. 

□ Accept responsibility for their own actions. 

 
 

Diocese of Saginaw Catholic Schools and Common Core State Standards 
 
 

As stated in our mission statement, St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School is committed to academic 

excellence. Our curriculum is rigorous and it integrates faith and knowledge.  

The CCSS are not a curriculum. They are a set of high quality academic expectations -or standards- 

aiming to prepare students for college and career readiness. The CCSS establish clear, measurable goals for 

students.  

The administrators of all the schools in the Diocese of Saginaw thoroughly discussed the standards. 

In our pursuit to provide the best education to our students, it was decided to utilize the portions of the 

CCSS that do not interfere with our faith-based standards and that would enhance our own standards. We 

have pulled the standards that can be a valuable contribution to our own successful curriculum.  

 
 

Sixth Grade Curriculum 
 

Faithful to the Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School, to the mission of St. 

Elizabeth Parish and to the Christian values that underlie our philosophy, our program aims at the overall 

development of the children, taking into consideration all the areas of the curriculum: spiritual, personal, 

emotional, social, cognitive, physical, linguistic, and aesthetic. Our program provides a safe, nurturing and 

supportive Catholic environment where children engage in learning activities that drive their development.  

This curriculum is designed with a deep understanding of how children learn, what individual 

children need and to the cultural context they are in. We know that children learn and develop following a 

typical pattern, all going through similar stages. However, we also know that development varies among 

children of the same age and that each child may reach those stages at different times. We are also aware of 

the important role each child’s family plays in the child’s development. We see the family as the child’s first 

and most important teacher. We believe in the importance of a home - school partnership to best understand 

the children and thus be able to guide them to reach their highest potential. 



This curriculum was developed by a committee of teachers and administrators of Catholic Schools in 

the Diocese of Saginaw and changes were made to fit our school. The standards from the Michigan 

Common Core Standards that fit within our curriculum were incorporated to enhance our curriculum. 

Student progress is assessed every day through observations, anecdotal records, and checklists as well as 

quizzes and tests. Students take the NWEA MAP test in the fall, winter and the spring. 

 

Spiritual Development 

 Sixth grade students are in a period of rapid growth: physical, mental, and emotional. They may 

experience awkwardness, uncertainty, and self-consciousness. They experience changes from a strong interest in 

the group to an interest in one or two "best" friends. They find peer acceptance more important than adult 

approval. They experience an increase in sexual awareness. At this age they are capable of reflective thinking 

and they learn faith identity through experience of community customs and traditions. 

Our program provides opportunities for children to express—in their own age-appropriate way—

their commitment to Christ. We involve the children in different kinds of prayer experiences. Every child 

gets the opportunity to lead the school in Morning Prayer. We guide them to include contrition, thanks, 

praise and requests for others or themselves in their prayers. We encourage them to be specific in their 

prayers and to use the virtues they learn every week in their prayers. 

Every child gets to participate in the recitation and leading of the Rosary and the Stations of the 

Cross. They are also involved in the Tenebrae Service we hold on Holy Thursday. Every child also has the 

opportunity to take ministries in our weekly Mass. They can be lectors, gift bearers, altar servers. be part of 

the choir or psalm singers. 

  Through prayer, study, scripture, sacraments, liturgy experiences and service to others, the students 

have opportunities to connect their faith to daily living. Our goal is for all students at St. Elizabeth Area 

Catholic School to grow in their understanding of: 

• The teachings and lived traditions of the Catholic faith 
• The celebration of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation 
• The Bible as it relates to everyday life 
• The development of morals based on our Catholic faith 
• The value of praying personally, communally and liturgically 
• Their experience with the Church’s Catholic Social Teachings and with Corporal and Spiritual Works of 

Mercy. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Catholic Faith 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diocese of Saginaw Parish/School Religion Curriculum 
Grade 6 

 

History of Salvation: Salvation History 
 

Key 

Recognizes creation as the beginning of God’s plan for our salvation D 

Discusses God’s covenant relationship with Abraham, i.e. the Jewish people D 

Discusses God’s unconditional love for all people through Jesus U 
History of Salvation: Defines Salvation  

Defines grace as: 
• God’s free gift to us 
• God’s presence in our life 

D 

Defines the doctrine of Heaven D 

Relates the term “Paschal Mystery” (Jesus’ life/death/resurrection/ascension) to life D 

Identifies the “Paschal Mystery: as God’s saving action accomplished once for all D 

History of Salvation: Response to God's Call  

Explains the role of all Baptized persons to share their faith with others D 
History of Salvation: Obstacles to Grace/Salvation  

Identifies sin as: 
• Unloving choices that turn us away from God and creation 
• A broken or weakened relationship with God 
• A failure to love, whether by action or by inaction, both personally and socially 

D 

Defines personal sin as: 
• Failure to love God and others 
• Free and deliberate violation of God’s moral law 
• Knowingly choosing to do what offends God 

D 

Revelation: Meaning of Revelation  

Identifies Sacred Tradition as a principle source of revelation D 

Revelation: Elements of God's Self-Revelation   

Describes God as a personal God intimately involved in the lives of His people D 

Describes God as all holy, wise, just, loving, true, faithful, merciful, forgiving and present everywhere 
D 

Describes Jesus as Word made flesh, fully divine and fully human D 

Begins to experience peace, joy and hope as signs of the Spirit’s presence D 

Recognizes the Spirit as Reconciler, Unifier, and Sanctifier D 

Identifies and can discuss the elements of the Mysteries of the Faith: 
• Incarnation 
• Trinity 
• Immaculate Conception 

D 



Revelation: Understanding of God's Self- Revelation 
 

Reads and discusses selected Scripture passages: 
• Matthew 16:13-20 

   Peter the Rock 
• Matthew 25:31-46 

   The Last Judgment 
• Mark 12:28-34 
          The Great Commandment 

D 

Retells the major stories and themes in the Old Testament 
• Abraham and the chosen people 
• Moses receives Ten Commandments 
• Prophets 

U 

Retells major events and themes of the New Testament: 
• Birth of Jesus 
• Life/ministry of Jesus including His teachings 
• Miracles and parables: 

o The Vine & Branches 
o The Good Samaritan 
o The Prodigal Son 

• Institution of the Mass at the Last Supper 
• Passion and death of Jesus 
• Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus 
• Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
• Missionary activities of the Apostles 

 

D 

Distinguishes between Tradition as teaching authority of the Church and our tradition of legends, pious practices, 
personal devotions, etc. I 

Describes Sacred Tradition as the ongoing work of the Church to bring God’s revelation to the world I 

Describes the Magisterium, the teaching authority of the Church I 

Identifies the Apostles’ Creed as the summary of the principle doctrines of the Church D 

Names the statements of belief found in the Apostles’ Creed D 

Discusses basic doctrines of the Church as expressed in our Creed (Apostles/Nicene) D 

Recognizes key elements and literary forms of Hebrew Scripture I 

Identifies key figures and retells the stories of the Hebrew Scripture D 

Jesus: Mission and Identity of Jesus  

Explains Jesus’ relationship with His Father D 

Sees ways of relating to Jesus today D 

Understands Jesus and the New Testament in light of the Hebrew Scripture I 

Identifies the Paschal Mystery as Jesus’ life, death. Resurrection, Ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit D 

Explains that Jesus shares the power of his resurrection with us by sending the Holy Spirit D 

Sees that through Jesus, God established a relationship of particular intimacy with us D 

Identifies Jesus as a human person, born of the Virgin Mary, as a mystery of our faith D 



Jesus: Mission and Identity of Jesus (cont.) 
 

Sees Jesus as a model of a completely faithful person D 

Recognizes Jesus as the one who enables us to call God our Father U 

Recognizes Jesus as teacher, storyteller and prophet D 

 
Jesus: Ministry and Teaching of Jesus  

Describes Jesus as one who proclaims the Kingdom of God (central mission) D 

Explains how Jesus proclaims the Kingdom of God D 

Illustrates how Jesus teaches us to live according to The Great Commandment, the Beatitudes and the Last Judgment 
scene (Matt. 25) D 

Explains Jesus’ purpose for using parables in His teaching U 

Demonstrates how Jesus’ life and teaching reveals God’s compassion D 

Identifies The Great Commandments as the core of Jesus’ message U 

Explains that the Risen Jesus sent the Spirit who guides the Church and individuals into truth and new freedom D 

Jesus: Key Elements of Jesus' Life 
 

Discusses Jesus’ calling of His disciples D 

Describes the Last Supper/Holy Thursday D 

Describes the suffering and death of Jesus/Good Friday D 

Discusses the Resurrection/Easter Sunday D 

Tells the story of the sending of the Spirit/Pentecost D 

Describes the historical and social world of Jesus D 

Church: Mission of the Church  

Identifies role of the Church to bring the Kingdom of God in this world D 

Explains that all members are called by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist to proclaim and share the Good News 
among all nations and cultures (Evangelization) D 

Explains the missionary nature of the Church D 

Explains that all members are called by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist to proclaim and share the Good News 
among all nations and cultures (Evangelization) D 

Recognizes the Church community as the light of Christ and servant to the world D 

Explains the missionary nature of the Church D 

Recognizes and explains the Marks of the Church: 
• One/unity 
• Holy 
• Catholic/universal 
• Apostolic 

D 



Church: Mission of the Church (cont.)  

Describes Church as a community of believers with unity of faith amidst a diversity of gifts, peoples, cultures and 
ways of life D 

Identifies various ways people actively participate in a parish community of faith D 

Church: Church Membership  

Recognizes Church as a community of believers called to proclaim the teachings of Jesus to all people U 

Describes faith as a personal response to God’s call, leading to an active discipleship D 

Identifies the Church as The Community of God’s people D 

Recognizes the importance of community in Liturgy and Sacraments D 

Church: Church Structure  

Identifies the hierarchical structure of the Church: 
• Laity (and Professed Religious)  
• Deacons 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals,) 
• Pope 

D 

Describes the role of 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals) 
• Pope 

D 

Discusses Magisterium/Infallibility I 

Names the different ministries in the Church and in the world as a response to a call from the Holy Spirit D 
Church: Church History  

Identifies the influence of the Holy Spirit throughout the Church’s history D 
Is familiar with the mission of the apostles, the witness of the martyrs and the growth of Christianity throughout the 
Roman Empire D 

Identifies major Councils: 
• Jerusalem 
• Nicea 
• Constantinople 
• Ephesus 
• Chalcedon 
• Florence 
• Trent 
• Vatican I & II  

I 

Appreciates the impact of the Great Schism and of the Reformation on present-day Christianity: 
Is aware of how other churches differ from the Catholic Church, appreciates how much is held in common and 
understands Catholic teaching regarding ecumenism 

I 

Relates the Church’s role in the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Crusades, the exploration of the Americas and the 
Far East, and selected events in the 20th century to the Church’s historic understanding of its mission in these 
instances 

I 

Appreciates the impact of the Great Schism and of the Reformation on present-day Christianity: 
• Is aware of how other churches differ from the Catholic Church, appreciates how much is held in common and 

understands Catholic teaching regarding ecumenism 
I 

Church: Ecumenism/Interfaith Dialogue  

Shows Christ-like respect for the dignity all people regardless of background D 
Describes the beliefs and faith traditions of the major Christian Churches—their uniqueness and what they share in 
common with the Catholic Church I 



Church: Mary's Role  

Recognizes Mary as: 
• Mother of God 
• Mother of the Church 

D 

Recognizes Mary as the perfect model of a Christian: 
• Model/witness of obedience 
• Model/witness of prayer 
• Model/witness of faith 
• Model of holiness 

D 

Tells the story of: 
• Annunciation 
• Visitation 
• Immaculate Conception (Mary’s sinlessness) 
• Assumption (Mary taken to Heaven, body and soul) 

D 

Retells accounts of apparitions of Mary:  Fatima, Lourdes, Guadalupe 
 D 

Recognizes Mary as Patroness of the Americas, USA D 

Explains the role of Mary in the life of the Church D 

Church: Saints  

Identifies saints as: 
• Seeking to do God’s will 
• Models/witnesses of Christian life 
• Intercessors (people who will pray for us) 

D 

Explains the Communion of Saints D 

Identifies briefly the canonization process I 

Recounts the lives of several selected saints D 

Appreciates the saints and the universal call to holiness D 

Explains the role of the saints in the life of the Church D 

Sacraments: Theological Points 
 

Describes Sacraments as public celebrations of Christ acting in our lives U 

Explains why Jesus instituted the Sacraments D 

Recognizes grace as coming from the sacraments D 
Identifies Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist as Sacraments of Initiation 
 D 

Lists the process and purpose for the Catechumenate D 

Names the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit D 

Explores the gifts of the Holy Spirit in relation to one’s own life D 
Explains the role of the Holy Spirit in Baptism and Confirmation 
• Defines Baptism as being freed from sin through water and the Spirit to become a new creation 
• Defines Confirmation as the community’s celebration of the Spirit active in its midst 
• Identifies Confirmation as the Sacrament in which a baptized person is sealed with the Holy Spirit in order to 

more actively live out their Baptismal commitment 

D 

Discusses the nature of Eucharist (real presence…transubstantiation) D 
Knows that the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus through the words and intention of the ordained 
minister and faith of the people U 

Describes Penance/Reconciliation as Jesus continuing His work of forgiving and reconciling D 



Sacraments: Theological Points (cont.)  

Can vocalize the basic teachings of the Church on marriage, including divorce and annulment D 

Defines Holy Orders as a call to share in a unique way the priestly ministry of sanctifying, teaching, and building 
community I 

Lists the ranks of Holy Orders as Bishop, Priest and Deacon U 

Sacraments: Symbol/Rite Comprehension 
 

Explains the use of signs and symbols in the Church D 

Describes the symbols, rite and minister of Confirmation U 

Discusses the role of the community in the sacramental life of the candidate D 

Identifies specific signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church and in the World D 

Identifies some of the symbols of the Spirit, e.g. wind, breath, fire D 
Prayer/Worship: Theological Points  

Defines prayer as speaking with and listening to God D 

Recognizes that God calls us to a relationship with Him through prayer U 

Lists and distinguishes praise, thanksgiving, petition and contrition as general purposes of prayer D 

Is aware that faith is expresses through drama, art, song and gesture D 

Identifies reading, thinking, listening, reflecting and mediating as ways to pray D 

Recognizes sacramentals as aids to devotion/prayer D 

Recognizes the purpose of sacramentals as helping us to grow in faith and holiness D 
Prayer/Worship: Prayer Forms  

Relates Jesus’ teaching on prayer to one’s prayer life D 

Identifies the Eucharistic Liturgy as the Church’s greatest prayer U 

Understands meditation and contemplative prayer forms D 

Prayer/Worship: Community Prayer Description  
Recognizes the following as various forms of Communal Prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass) 
• Liturgy of the Hours 
• Celebration of the Sacraments 

D 

Identifies some cultural expressions of Catholicism as it is lived locally, e.g. Hispanic, African American, 
Vietnamese, Polish, Ethiopian, Chinese, etc D 

 
Demonstrates knowledge of the Eucharistic Liturgy: 
• The central role of the Eucharist (and Mass) in the life of the Church 
• The parts of the Liturgy and the prayers and actions of the Mass 
• The purpose of the homily 

D 

Prayer/Worship: Private Prayer Description 
 

 
Recognizes the following as various forms of private prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Rosary 
• Use of sacramentals 
• Spontaneous prayers 
• Forms and styles of meditation 
• Retreats 

D/U 



Prayer/Worship: Prayer/Life Relationship   

Describes the cycles of the liturgical year D 
Explains the following seasons of the liturgical year: 
• Advent 
• Christmas 
• Lent 
• Easter 
• Pentecost 
• Ordinary Time 

D 

Lists the Holy Days of Obligation D 

Names the major feasts of the Lord and major Marian feasts D 

Recalls that one’s talents are to be used to give praise to God and to serve others D 
Explains the following seasons of the liturgical year: 
• Advent 
• Christmas 
• Lent 
• Easter 
• Pentecost 
• Ordinary Time 

D 

Lists the Holy Days of Obligation D 

Names the major feasts of the Lord and major Marian feasts D 

Recalls that one’s talents are to be used to give praise to God and to serve others D 
Prayer/Worship: Praying 

 
Recites the: 
• Act of Contrition 
• Doxology 
• Creed (Apostles/Nicene) 
• Grace Before Meals 
• Grace After Meals 
• Acts of Faith, Hope, Love 
• Angelus 

D 

Participates in/experiences: 
• Forgiveness/Reconciliation Services 
• Liturgy of the Hours 
• The Rosary (and various Mysteries of the Rosary) 
• The Way of the Cross 
• Spontaneous prayer 
• Prayers for Faith, Hope, Love 
• Writes simple prayers of praise, thanksgiving, petition and contrition 
• Plans and participates in a prayer service 
• Experiences/plans a retreat 
• Meditation, Scriptural Meditation 
• Psalms,  Prayers based on the Beatitudes 
• Music as prayer 

D 

Actively participates in Eucharist and Sacramental Liturgies (seasonal/Liturgical Prayer and celebrations) D 

Christian Life/Morality: Christian Response 
 

Traces the movement of the Holy Spirit in one’s own life D 

Understands Catholic moral teaching with regards to the call to discipleship I 

Recognizes that God calls us to ongoing conversion D 

Defines virtues as habits or patterns of doing good D 



Christian Life/Morality: Christian Response (cont.)  

Identifies theological virtues: Faith, Hope, and Love  

Applies Christian values and decision-making skills in making moral judgments I 

Knows and practices the corporal and spiritual works of mercy as ways to live out our concern for others D 

Identifies a Christian as one called to the task of bringing all creation to give glory to God D 

Explains how the Beatitudes (Matt. 5) can be lived D 

Performs acts of service to demonstrate love for others D 

Christian Life/Morality: Criteria for Christian Behavior  

Identifies as norms for Christian behavior: 
• The Beatitudes/Sermon on the Mount 
• Ten Commandments 
• Church Laws/Precepts 
 

I 

Can briefly describe the purpose as well as the Church’s laws of Fast and Abstinence I 

Names The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments  
Recognizes The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments as a basic guide for a moral person and for loving 
God and others  

Recognizes Church teaching as a source for establishes norms for Catholic behavior D 

Develops skills to critically reflect on culture in light of Catholic moral teaching D 

Recognizes that personal morality is formed by conscience D 

Identifies ones responsibility for developing a well-formed conscience D 

Recognizes the importance of the moral and ethical demands of the Gospel in forming one’s conscience D 

Recognizes conscience as the capacity to distinguish good from evil D 

Acknowledges conscience as a guide to right behavior D 

Recognizes positive and negative messages in the media D 

Understands the Catholic/Christian perspective on Human Sexuality D 
 
Explores sexual identity in light of the Church’s teachings and values:The gift of sexuality 
• The Catholic vision of chastity as the successful integration on ones chastity 
• Discernment of appropriate behaviors 
• Responsible family planning and parenthood  
 

I 

Understands Catholic moral teaching regarding guidance of the natural moral law D 

Understands the basic nature of AIDS and the Church’s teaching on mercy D 

Christian Life/Morality: Concepts of Self-Worth  

Expresses gratitude to God for Life 
 D 

Is given opportunity to express love of Jesus by loving self and others U 

Recognizes the dignity of human life from the moment of conception to natural death U 

Recognizes holiness as caring about others as Jesus cared about us D 

Discusses facing death with courage and joy because of belief in Jesus’ Resurrection I 
Understands basic concept related to Catholic teaching regarding moral life with regards to the common good, the 
inherent dignity of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God D 

Identifies one’s personal gifts for active participation in a community of faith D 



Christian Life/Morality: Vocation/Stewardship  

Recognizes importance of: 
• Giving oneself 
• Sharing one’s time 
• Talents 
• Money, possessions, etc. 

D 

Is provided age-appropriate Christian Service opportunities at every grade level 
1. family 
2. parish 
3. school 
4. local community (food kitchens, nursing homes, shelters) 
5. greater community (civic-world wide) 

D 

Identifies rights, responsibilities of membership and acts of service in:  

• Family 
• Neighborhood 
• Parish 
• Faith community 

D 

Practices stewardship and can identify scriptural passages referring to stewardship D 

Explores different vocations as God’s call to special service U 

Christian Life/Morality: Catholic Social Teaching  
Recognizes the work of the Church as love, peace and justice D 
Recalls that God’s creation is for our enjoyment, respect and stewardship D 

Practices care for the earth U 

Explains how Scripture is the basis for the Church’s teaching on social justice I 
Names and explains the Seven Catholic Social Teachings: 
1. Life and dignity of the human person 
2. Call to family, community and participation 
3. Rights and responsibility 
4. Option for the poor and vulnerable 
5. The dignity of work and the rights of the worker 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God’s creation 

D 

Explains how Scripture is the basis for the Church’s teaching on social justice I 

Can discuss the “preferential option for the poor” D 

Applies the Church’s social teachings to current situations and problems I 

Identifies ways of responsible use and reuse of resources D 
Describes and explains the Church’s teachings on life issues such as: 
• Euthanasia 
• Abortion 
• Capital Punishment 
• AIDS, Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

I/D 

Recognizes the value of different cultural expressions of Catholicism D 

 
Parents are asked to support their son/daughter’s discipleship development by: 
 

• Participating in the celebration of the Eucharist with their son/daughter each Saturday evening or Sunday. 

• Assist their son/daughter to identify the possible forces of violence, oppression and injustice in the local community and 

discuss ways the family can help oppose these forces. 

• Read or pray the Scriptures occasionally in a family setting 

• Include prayer as a part of their daily lives. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Language Arts Curriculum 
Grade 6 

 
Reading Strategies – Word Recognition (WR) 
1. Recognize and know the meanings of frequently encountered words in print and oral language and increase the 
number of words that can be read fluently across the school year. 
 
2. Acquire, explain, and apply strategies using word structure, sentence structure, and prediction to identify unknown 
words and construct meaning of words in context. 
 
3. Determine the literal and figurative meanings of words and phrases and how they are used in common speech and 
text (e.g., foreign words, regional expressions, connotation/denotation, multiple meanings). 
 
4. Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
Reading Strategies – Narrative/Informational Texts (NI) 

1. Describe how characters form opinions about one another in ways that can be fair and unfair in 
classic, multicultural, and contemporary literature recognized for quality and literary merit. 

2. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
3. Describe and analyze the structure, literary elements, style, and purpose of various narrative genres 

(folktales, fantasy, adventure, and action stories). 
4. Analyze how a particular sentence, dialogue, chapter, scene, or stanza stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text, enhances the plot, characters, and themes; differentiates major and minor 
characters; and builds climax. 

5. Describe the use of dialogue, imagery, mood, and understatement in the development of plot, 
characters, point of view, and theme. 

6. Analyze and explain the structure, elements, features, style, purpose, and organizational text patterns 
including descriptive, chronological sequence, and problem/solution of various informational genres. 

7. Explain how and why authors use writers’ craft and text features (footnotes, bibliographies, 
introductions, summaries, conclusions, and appendices) in various informational genres. 

 
 
Reading Strategies –Comprehension (CO) 

1. Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and 
perspectives in text through oral and written responses. 

2. Retell, through concise summarization, grade-level narrative and informational text. 
3. Analyze global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across text to create a deeper 

understanding by drawing conclusions, making inferences, and synthesizing. 
4. Apply knowledge of grade-level content area texts to increase understanding of literature. 
5. Self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to text by applying and discussing the 

strategies used by mature readers to increase comprehension including: predicting, constructing 
mental images, visually representing ideas in text, questioning, rereading or listening again if 
uncertain about meaning, inferring, summarizing, and engaging in interpretive discussions. 

6. Plan, monitor, regulate, and evaluate skills, strategies, and processes for their own reading 
comprehension by applying appropriate metacognitive skills such as SQP3R and pattern guides. 

7. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

8. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide 
a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

9. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

 



Critical Assessment (CA) 
1. Evaluate the appropriateness of shared, individual, and expert standards based on purpose, context, and 
audience in order to assess their own writing and writing of others. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

1. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when 
reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

2. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 
and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
Writing 
 
St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School follows the Six Traits of Writing to teach writing strategies. The 
Six Traits rubrics provide for students’ critical assessment of their writing and for teachers to assess 
student growth in writing. 
 
Writing Strategies – Writing Genre (WG) 
1. Write a variety of creative writing pieces (e.g., adventures, tall tales, folk tales, fantasy, poetry) employing 
characters, internal/external conflict, plot, theme, and imagery. 
 
2. Write a variety of expository pieces (e.g., personal, persuasive, comparative, research) using multiple resources and 
the writing process. 
 
3. Use personal style and voice to enhance the written message in narrative (e.g., personification, humor, element of 
surprise) and informational writing (e.g., emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible support). 
 
Writing Strategies – Writing Process (WP) 
1. Learn and apply the writing process within various genre:  prewriting (create graphic organizers, set 
purpose, audience, develop plot and characters, and sequence leading to climax), draft, edit, (proofread 
using grade level checklists and other resources), revise (for clarity, consistency of content, and voice), and 
publish. 
 
Writing Strategies – Conventions (CV) 
1. Correctly use style conventions (e.g., MLA) and a variety of grammatical structures (indefinite and 
predicate pronouns; transitive and intransitive verbs; adjective and adverbial phrases; adjective and 
adverbial subordinate clauses; comparative adverbs and adjectives; superlatives, conjunctions; compound 
sentences; appositives; independent and dependent clauses; introductory phrases; periods; commas; 
quotation marks; and use of underlining and italics for specific purposes). 
 
2. Use correct spelling conventions. 
 
Work Presentation (PR) 
1. Present neat, organized, legible, handwritten or typed work. 
 
 



Language Arts Attitude (LA) 
1. Be enthusiastic about reading, writing, and learning to read and write. 
 
2. Read and write on their own, both at school and at home. 
 
Speaking (SP) 
1. Identify audience and purpose to communicate effectively by asking and responding to questions. 
 
2. Use rhyme, rhythm, cadence, and word play to engage listeners. 
 
3. Present in standard American English. 
 
4. Participate in small and large group discussions involving various literary elements (e.g., plot, point of view, 
sensory details, dialogue, suspense, compare/contrast) and multiple texts in order to construct meaning and 
information, take a stand on an issue, and make a text-to-self connection. 
 
5. Use a focus question to organize, plan, and present presentations suited to the intended audience that utilizes 
problem/solution and sequence. 
 
Listening and Viewing (LV) 
1. Listen and evaluate a variety of speeches and presentations in order to summarize, take notes on key points, ask 
clarifying questions, and critique the speakers’ effectiveness through tone, mode, and emotional cues. 
 
2. Participate in meaningful literary experiences in order to respond to both quality classic and contemporary texts. 
 
3. Evaluate whether a speaker’s tone of voice matches their body language. 
 
4. Respond and discuss multiple texts to compare/contrast similarities and differences and identify text-to-self 
connections. 
 
5. Respond to, evaluate, and analyze the credibility of the speaker who uses persuasion to affirm a point of view. 
 
6. Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques used in media, and identify false and misleading information. 
 
7. Apply appropriate social skills of audience behavior when viewing a variety of presentations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Math Curriculum Grade 6 

NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS 
 
Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational 
numbers. 
 

1. Order rational numbers and place them on the number line. 
 

2. Understand integer subtraction as the inverse of integer addition; add and subtract integers using 
integers from 10 to –10. 

 
3. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers between –10 and 10; use number line and strip models 

for addition and subtraction. 
 

4. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive rational numbers fluently. 
 

5. Compare and order integers. 
 

6. Understand and use integer exponents, excluding powers of negative numbers; express numbers in 
scientific notation. 

 
7. Locate negative rational numbers (including integers) on the number line; know that numbers and 

their negatives add to 0, and are on opposite sides and at equal distance from 0 on a number line. 
 

8. Understand that rational numbers are quotients of integers (non-zero denominators). 
 

9. Understand that 0 is an integer that is neither negative nor positive. 
 

10. Find equivalent ratios by scaling up or scaling down. 
 

11. Calculate part of a number given the percentage and the number. 
 

12. Solve word problems involving percentages in such contexts as sales taxes and tips, and involving 
positive rational numbers. 

 
13. For applied situations, estimate the answers to calculations involving operations with rational 

numbers. 
 

14. Solve applied problems that use the four operations with appropriate decimal numbers. 
 

15. Know that the absolute value of a number is the value of the number, ignoring the sign, or is the 
distance of the number from 0. 

 
16. Integrate the use of the four operations with whole and decimal numbers estimating and finding 

actual answers. 
 

17. Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and 
multiples. 

 



 
MEASUREMENT 

 
1. Convert between basic units of measurement within a single measurement system. 

 
2. Draw patterns for a cube and rectangular prism that, when cut, will cover the solid exactly. 

 
3. Compute the volume and surface area of cubes and rectangular prisms given the lengths of their 

sides using formulas. 
 

4. Understand how to measure the area and circumference of a circle. 
 

FRACTIONS 
 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide 
fractions by fractions. 
 

1. Understand the four basic operations using fractions and mixed numbers. 
 

2. Apply knowledge of fractions to solve word problems. 
 

3. Understand division of fractions as the inverse of multiplication. 
 

4. Given an applied situation involving dividing fractions, write a mathematical statement to represent 
the situation. 

 
5. Multiply and divide any two fractions, including mixed numbers, fluently. 

 
6. Represent rational numbers as fractions or terminating decimals when possible and translate between 

these representations. 
 

7. Understand that a fraction or a negative fraction is a quotient of two integers. 
 
 
GEOMETRY 

 
1. Understand and apply basic properties of lines, angles, and triangles, including: 

• Triangle inequality 
• Relationships of vertical angles, complementary angles, supplementary angles 
• Congruence of corresponding and alternate interior angles when parallel lines are cut by a 

transversal, and that such congruencies imply parallel lines 
• Locate interior and exterior angles of any triangle, and use the property that an exterior angle 

of a triangle is equal to the sum of the remote (opposite) interior angles 
• Know that the sum of the exterior angles of a convex polygon is 360º. 

 
2. Understand that for polygons, congruence means corresponding sides and angles have equal 

measures. 
 

3. Understand the basic rigid motions in the plane (reflections, rotations, translations), relate these to 
congruence, and apply them to solve problems. 



 
4. Understand and use simple compositions of basic transformations. 

 
5. Use paper folding to perform basic geometric constructions of perpendicular lines, midpoints of line 

segments and angle bisectors; justify informally.  
 

6. Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume. 
 

 
 
DATA AND PROBABILITY 

 
1. Express probabilities as fractions, decimals or percentages between 0 and 1; know that 0 probability 

means an event will not occur and that probability 1 means an event will occur. 
 

2. Compute probabilities of events by constructing simple experiments with equally likely outcomes, 
e.g., tossing dice, flipping coins, spinning spinners, by listing all possibilities and finding the fraction 
that meets given conditions. 

 
3. Develop understanding of statistical variability. 

 
4. Summarize and describe distributions. 

 
5. Mean, median, mode and range. 

 

ALGEBRA 
 

1. Solve for the unknown in equations. 
 

2. Solve applied problems involving rates including speed. 
 

3. Plot ordered pairs of integers and use ordered pairs of integers to identify points in all four quadrants 
of the coordinate plane. 

 
4. Use letters, with units, to represent quantities in a variety of contexts. 

 
5. Distinguish between an algebraic expression and an equation. 

 
6. Use standard conventions for writing algebraic expressions. 

 
7. Represent information given in words using algebraic expressions and equations. 

 
8. Simplify expressions of the first degree by combining like terms, and evaluate using specific values. 

 
9. Understand that relationships between quantities can be suggested by graphs and tables. 

 
10. Graph and write equations for linear functions of the form y = mx, and solve related problems. 

 
11. Represent simple relationships between quantities, using verbal descriptions, formulas or equations, 

tables and graphs. 
 



12. Relate simple linear equations with integer coefficients to particular contexts and solve. 
 

13. Understand that adding or subtraction the same number to both sides of an equation creates a new 
equation that has the some solution. 

 
14. Understand that multiplying or dividing both sides of an equation by the same non-zero number 

creates a new equation that has the same solutions. 
 

15. Solve equations of the form ax  + b = c. 
 

16. Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities. 
 

17. Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and 
independent variables. 
 
 
 

Mathematical Practices 
 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
 

4. Model with mathematics. 
 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 

6. Attend to precision. 
 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 
 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Science 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Science Curriculum Grade 6 
 
SCIENCE PROCESS (SP) 
Scientific Thinking 
1. Make observations about the world. 
2. Generate scientific questions based on observations, investigations, and research.  
3. Use valid sources to conduct scientific research. 
4. Create a hypothesis based on observation, experiments, and research. 
5. Design and conduct scientific investigations using various laboratory materials and equipment.  
6. Use standard and metric measurement in an investigation.  
7. Write and follow step-by-step instruction in an experiment. 
8. Write and follow experiments using flow diagrams and sketches. 
9. Identify patterns and construct charts and graphs from data and observations.  
10. Analyze information from data tables and graphs to answer scientific questions.  
11. Draw conclusions from data from multiple trials of investigations. 
12. Identify and model the scientific method. 
13. Recognize the progression from hypothesis to theory to scientific law.   
14. Solve scientific formulas. 
 
Scientific Ideas 
15. Evaluate data, claims, and personal knowledge through collaborative communication.  
16. Use evidence to communicate and defend findings of observations and investigations. 
17. Use multiple sources of information to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of claims, arguments, or data. 
18. Identify limitations in personal and scientific knowledge.  
19. Describe the need for evidence in making scientific decisions.  
20. Evaluate scientific explanations based on current evidence and scientific principles.  
21. Demonstrate scientific concepts through various illustrations, presentations, models, exhibits, and 
activities.   
22.  Identify technology used in everyday life and the problems that can be solved through the use of that 
technology. 
23.  Identify and explain how the effect humans and other organisms have on the balance of the natural 
world.  
24. Describe the benefits and limitations of science and technology in society.  
25. Describe how science and technology have advanced because of the contributions of many people 
throughout history and across cultures.  
 
  
PHYSICAL SCIENCE (PS) 
Force and Motion 
1. Explain the relationship of work and power.  
2. Identify and investigate simple and compound machines.  
 
Energy 
3. Identify and demonstrate the transformation between kinetic and potential energy in everyday situations 
and mechanical systems.  
4. Compare and contrast the different forms of energy (mechanical, heat, chemical, electromagnetic, and 
nuclear).  
5. Describe how energy can be transferred.   
6. Illustrate how energy cannot be created or destroyed.  
 



 
 
Matter 
7. Describe and illustrate the arrangement and motion of the atoms or molecules of a solid, liquid, and gas. 
8. Describe and illustrate the arrangement and relative motion of the atoms or molecules during the changes 
in state. 
9. Explain how mass is conserved as it changes from state to state in a closed system.  
 
 
LIFE SCIENCE (LS) 
Organization of Living Things 

1. Classify organisms based on their source of energy for growth and development (producer, consumers, 
decomposers).  

2. Understand that all living organisms are composed of one or more cells. 
3. Compare plant and animal cells. 
4. Explain how cells reproduce. 
5. Explain how consumers and decomposers obtain energy.  
6. Understand genetics: traits are passed on from parents to offspring. 

 
Ecosystems 

7. List examples of populations, communities, and ecosystems.  
8. Describe relationships between different populations (competition, parasitism, symbiosis, predator/prey).  
9. Explain how two populations can be beneficial and interdependent.  
10. Predict how changes in one population might affect other populations based upon their relationships in the 

food web.  
11. Identify the living and nonliving components of an ecosystem. 
12. Identify the factors in an ecosystem that influence changes in population size.  
13. Describe the positive and negative effects that humans have on the Earth’s ecosystem.  
14. Predict possible consequences of overpopulation of organisms.  

 
 
EARTH SCIENCE (ES) 
 
Earth and Its Resources 

1. Describe the layers of the Earth. 
2. Identify and describe the surface features of the Earth using maps. 
3. Explain plate tectonic movement and how the lithospheric plates move centimeters each year. 
4. Demonstrate how major geological events (earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, mountain building) result from 

plate movement. 
5. Describe soil as a mixture of rock and decomposed organic material.  
6. Compare and contrast different soil samples based on particle size and texture.  
7. Compare and contrast the types of rock (igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary).  
8. Illustrate the formation of the rock types using the rock cycle model.  
9. Explain how physical and chemical weathering lead to erosion and the formation of soils and sediments.  
10. Explain how waves, wind, water, and glacier movement change the surface of the Earth by erosion and 

deposition. 
11. Explain how fossils provide important evidence of how life and environmental conditions have changed.  
12. Define and illustrate the geologic timescale.  

13. Explain how rocks and fossils are used to understand the age and geological history of the earth (timelines and 
relative dating, rock layers).  

14. Explain how Earth processes (erosion, mountain building, and glacier movement) are used for the 
measurement of geologic time through observing rock layers.  

15. Describe the Earth as a magnet and compare the magnetic properties of the Earth to that of a natural or man-
made magnet.  

16. Explain how a compass works using the magnetic field of the Earth, and how a compass is used for navigation 



on land and sea. 
 
 
Weather 

17. Describe factors that affect a region’s weather and over time determine its climate. 
18. Describe important factors in cloud formation and in precipitation. 
19. Explain how meteorologists predict the weather. 

 
 
 
Space 

20. Describe tools that scientists use to study the universe. 
21. Explain how to prove that the earth rotates. 
22. Explain how the moon’s revolving around the earth causes tides, eclipses and phases of the moon. 
23. Solar system: stars. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Social Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Social Studies Curriculum Grade 6 

 
Western Hemisphere 

History (H) 
1. Explain why and how historians create eras and periods to organize and explain human activities. 
 
2. Compare and contrast several different calendar systems used in the past and present and their cultural 
significance (e.g., Olmec and Mayan calendar systems, Aztec Calendar Stone, Sun Dial, Gregorian calendar 
– B.C./A.D.; contemporary secular – B.C.E./C.E. Before Common Era/Common Era NOTE: 7th grade will 
cover the Eastern Hemisphere, calendar, time, etc.).  
 
3. Explain how historians use a variety of sources to explore the past (e.g., artifacts, primary and secondary 
sources including narratives, technology, historical maps, visual/mathematical quantitative data, radiocarbon 
dating, DNA analysis).  
 
4. Read and comprehend a historical passage to identify basic factual knowledge and the literal meaning by 
indicating who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to the development, and 
what consequences or outcomes followed.  
 
5. Consider the point of view, bias of the author, and context when reading and discussing primary and 
secondary sources.  
 
6. Compare and evaluate competing historical perspectives about the past based on proof.  
 
7. Identify the role of the individual in history and the significance of one person’s ideas.  
 
8. Describe and use cultural institutions to study an era and a region (political, economic, religion/belief, 
science/technology, written language, education, family).  
 
9. Describe and use themes of history to study patterns of change and continuity.  
 
10. Use historical perspective to analyze global issues faced by humans long ago and today.  
 
11. Describe the early migrations of people among Earth’s continents (including the Berringa Land Bridge).  
 
12. Examine the lives of hunting and gathering people during the earliest eras of human society (tools and 
weapons, language, fire).  
 
13. Describe the transition from hunter/gatherers to sedentary agriculture (domestication of plants and 
animals).  
 
14. Describe the importance of the natural environment in the development of agricultural settlements in 
different locations (e.g., available water for irrigation, adequate precipitation, and suitable growing season).  
 
15. Explain the impact of the Agricultural Revolution (stable food supply, surplus, population growth, trade, 
division of labor, development of settlements).  
 
16. Explain how the environment favored hunter/gatherer, pastoral, and small scale agricultural ways of life 
in different parts of the Western Hemisphere.  
 



17. Describe how the invention of agriculture led to the emergence of agrarian civilizations (seasonal 
harvests, specialized crops, cultivation, and development of villages of towns).  
 
18. Use multiple sources of evidence to describe how the culture of early peoples of North America 
reflected the geography and natural resources available (e.g., Inuit of the Arctic, Kwakiutl of the Northwest 
Coast; Anasazi and Apache of the Southwest).  
 
19. Use evidence to identify defining characteristics of early civilizations and early pastoral nomads 
(government, language, religion, social structure, technology, and division of labor).  
 
20. Using environmental features and environmental obstacles, analyze the development of early empires 
based on the role of the environment.  
 
21. Explain the role of economics in shaping the development of early civilizations (trade routes and their 
significance – Inca Road, supply and demand for products).  
 
22. Describe similarities and differences among Mayan, Aztec, and Incan societies, including economy, 
religion, and role and class structure.  
 
23. Describe the regional struggles and changes in government systems among the Mayan, Aztec, and Incan 
Empires.  
 
24. Construct a timeline of main events on the origin and development of early and classic ancient 
civilizations of the Western Hemisphere (Olmec, Mayan, Aztec, and Incan).  
 
Geography (G) 
1. Describe how geographers use mapping to represent the five themes of geography (location, place, 
region, movement and human environmental interaction).  
 
2. From memory draw a map of the Western Hemisphere showing the major regions (Canada, United States, 
Mexico, Central America, South America, and Caribbean).  
3. Locate the major landforms, climate regions, and rivers (Amazon, Mississippi, Missouri, Colorado) of the 
Western Hemisphere.  
 
4. Explain why maps of the same place may vary due to cultural perspectives and new knowledge in science 
and technology.  
 
5. Use data to create thematic maps and graphs showing patterns of population, physical terrain, rainfall, and 
vegetation. Analyze patterns by proposing generalizations about the location and density of the population.  
 
6. Observe air photos, photographs and films as the basis for answering geographic questions about human 
and physical characteristics of places and regions.  
 
7. Answer geographic questions using modern technology to locate information, process maps and data and 
analyze spatial patterns of the Western Hemisphere (e.g., Geographic Positioning System (GPS) and 
Geographic Information System (GIS) and satellite remote sensing).  
 
8. Analyze a problem or issue in the Western Hemisphere by applying the skills of geographic inquiry (e.g., 
asking and answering geographic questions; acquiring and analyzing geographic information).  
 
9. Use the five themes of geography to describe regions or places on Earth.  
 



10. Compare the locations and distributions of human and physical characteristics on Earth by using 
knowledge of spatial patterns.  
 
11. Explain and demonstrate the different ways in which places are connected and how those connections 
affect interdependence and accessibility.  
 
12. Describe the climate and landform features within the Western Hemisphere regions.  
 
13. Use GIS, satellite images, and/or the Internet to show the elevation and where people live associated 
with tectonic plates such as volcanoes (Ring of Fire, recent volcanic and seismic events in the Western 
Hemisphere).  
 
14. Describe the human characteristics such as languages, religions, economic systems, governmental 
systems, and cultural traditions in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
15. Explain how communities are positively and negatively affected by changes in technology (e.g. with 
regard to mining, forestry, hydroelectric power generation, agriculture, snowmobiles, cell phones, and air 
travel).  
 
16. Analyze how culture and experience influence people’s perception of places and regions (e.g., the 
Caribbean Region that presently displays enduring impacts of different immigrant groups – Africans, South 
Asians, Europeans – and the differing contemporary points of view about the region displayed by islanders 
and tourists).  
 
17. Create and analyze climate graphs to answer geographic questions and make predictions based on 
patterns for two locations at different latitudes and elevations in the region (e.g., compare and contrast 
Buenos Aires and La Paz; Mexico City and Guatemala City; Edmonton and Toronto).  

 
18. Explain how and why ecosystems differ because of differences in latitudes, elevation, and human 
activities (e.g. South America’s location relative to the equator; effects of elevations on temperature and 
growing season, proximity to bodies of water and the effects on temperature and rainfall, effects of annual 
flooding on vegetation along river flood plains such as the Amazon).  
 
19. Identify ecosystems and explain why humans prefer to live in some areas more than others (e.g., mid-
latitude forest in North America, high latitude of Peru, tropical forests in Honduras, fish or marine 
vegetation in coastal areas).  
 
20. Identify and explain examples of cultural diffusion in North, South and Central America (e.g., baseball, 
soccer; music, architecture, television, languages, health care, Internet, consumer brands, currency, 
restaurants, international migration).  
 
21. List and describe the advantages and disadvantages of different technologies used to move people, 
products, and ideas throughout the world (e.g., call centers in the Eastern Hemisphere that service the 
Western Hemisphere; the United States and Canada as hubs for the Internet; transport of people and 
perishable products; and the spread of individuals’ ideas as voice and image messages on electronic 
networks such as the Internet).  
 
22. Describe and identify the places and modifications that were necessary to make places suitable for 
settlement in the Western Hemisphere (e.g., Michigan swamps being drained prior settlement; Vancouver in 
Canada; irrigated agriculture; or clearing of forests for farmland).  
 



23. Describe patterns of settlement by using historical and modern maps (e.g., coastal and river cities and 
towns in the past and present, locations of megacities – modern cities over 5 million, such as Mexico City, 
and patterns of agricultural settlements in South and North America).  
 
24. Identify factors that contribute to conflict and cooperation between and among cultural groups 
(control/use of natural resources, power, wealth, and cultural diversity).  
 
25. Describe the cultural clash of First Peoples, French and English in Canada long ago, and the 
establishment of Nunavut in 1999.  
 
26. Describe the environmental effects of human action on the air, water, soil, plants, animals and people 
(e.g., changes in the tropical forest environments in Brazil, Peru, and Costa Rica).  
 
27. Describe how human modifications of the landscape are affected by variations of technology (e.g., 
clearing forests for agricultural land in South America, hydroelectric developments in Canada, Brazil and 
Chile, and mining in Kentucky and West Virginia).  
 
28. Identify the ways the human-environment interaction changes one place can affect the physical 
environment of other places (e.g., cutting forests in one region may result in river basin flooding elsewhere; 
building a dam floods land upstream and may permit irrigation in another region).  
 
29. Describe the choices and changes in human activities that people would have to make due to a change in 
physical environment (e.g., drought in northern Mexico, disappearance of forest vegetation in the Amazon, 
natural hazards and disasters from volcanic eruptions in Central America and the Caribbean and earthquakes 
in Mexico City and Colombia; global warming).  
 
Civics and Government (C) 
1. Compare and contrast the ideals and purposes of a democratic government and a dictatorship (e.g., protecting 
individual rights, promoting the common good, providing economic security, molding the character of citizens or 
promoting a particular religion).  
 
2. Define the characteristics of a nation-state (a specific territory, clearly defined boundaries, citizens, and jurisdiction 
over people who reside there, laws, and government). Analyze how those nation-states interacted with other nations.  
 
3. Compare and contrast a military dictatorship (e.g., Cuba, North Korea, etc.), a presidential system of representative 
democracy (e.g., United States, Mexico, etc.), and a parliamentary system of representative democracy (e.g., Canada).  
 
4. Explain how countries interact politically based on their geographic location (e.g., petroleum and arms purchases in 
Venezuela and Ecuador; foreign aid for health care in Nicaragua).  
 
5. Explain the challenges to governments and the cooperation needed to address international issues in the Western 
Hemisphere (e.g., migration and human rights).  
 
6. Give examples of how countries through international organizations work together for mutual benefits (e.g., North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Organization of American States (OAS), United Nations (UN)).  
 
 
Economics (E) 
1. Identify incentives and how they vary in different economic systems (e.g., acquiring money, profit goods, 
wanting to avoid job loss in position in society, job placement).  
 
2. Describe how a governmental policy affects a country, as well as other countries that use its resources 
(sanctions, tariffs, treaties).  



 
3. Use charts and graphs to compare imports and exports and to propose generalizations about patterns of 
economic interdependence of different countries in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
4. To demonstrate the flow of materials, labor, and capital, diagram or map the movement of a consumer 
product from where it is manufactured to where it is sold (e.g., global supply chain for computers, athletic 
shoes, and clothing).  
 
5. Explain how innovations in communicating have affected economic interactions and where and how 
people work (e.g., internet-based home offices, international work teams, international companies).  
 
6. Explain and compare how an economic system (traditional, command, and market) decides what should 
be produced? How will it be produced? How will it be distributed? Who will receive the benefits of 
production? (e.g., compare United States and Cuba, or Venezuela and Jamaica).  
 
Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Citizen Involvement (P) 
1. Clearly state an issue as a question or public policy, trace the origins of that issue, analyze various 
perspectives, and generate and evaluate alternative resolutions. 
 
2. In group discussions, deeply examine policy issues and debate to make reasoned and informed decisions. 
Then individually write persuasive-argumentative essays expressing and justifying decisions on public 
policy issues. Plan and conduct activities intended to advance views on matters of public policy, report the 
results, and evaluate effectiveness.  
 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would plan and conduct activities intended 
to advance their views in matters of public policy, report the results, and evaluate effectiveness.  
 
4. Engage and participate in activities intended to inform others and to contribute to solving a national or 
international problem (e.g., service learning projects).  
 
5. Conduct research on contemporary global topics and issues, compose persuasive essays, and develop a 
plan for action. Contemporary Investigation Sample Topics include: 
 - Global Climate Change – Investigate the impact of global  climate change and  describe the 
significance for human-environment relationships. 
 - Globalization – Investigate the significance of globalization and describe its impact on international 
economic and political relationships. 
 - Migration – Investigate issues arising from international movement of people and the economic, 
political, and cultural consequences. 
 - Human-Environmental Interactions – Investigate how policies from the past and  their 
implementations have had positive or negative consequences for the environment in the future. 
 - Natural Disasters – Investigate the significance of natural disasters and describe  the effects on 
human and physical systems and the economy and the responsibilities of government.  
 
6. Conduct research on ancient world history eras, compose persuasive essays, and develop a plan for 
action.   
 
7. Determine how our Catholic Faith influences our participation in a global society.  

 
 
 
 
 



Contemporary Investigation Topics related to World History and Contemporary Geography include:          
World History/Geography Era 1 
- Population Growth and Resources – Investigate how population growth affects resource availability.  
- Migration – Investigate the significance of migrations of peoples and the resulting benefits and challenges. 
WHG Era 2 
- Sustainable Agriculture – Investigate the significance of sustainable agriculture and its role in helping 
societies produce enough food for people 
WHG Era 3 
- Development – Investigate economic effects on development in a region and its ecosystems and societies 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



TECHNOLOGY  
 

 
 

 

 

 

1. Log in and out of their Chromebook. 
2. Use Google docs. 
3. Send email to their teacher or principal. 

  



Technology Standards Grade 6 
 

6-8.CI.1. apply common software features (e.g., spellchecker, thesaurus, formulas, charts, 
graphics, sounds) to enhance communication with an audience and to support creativity 

6-8.CI.2. create an original project (e.g., presentation, web page, newsletter, information brochure) 
using a variety of media (e.g., animations, graphs, charts, audio, graphics, video) to present content 
information to an audience 

6-8.CI.3. illustrate a content-related concept using a model, simulation, or concept-mapping software 

 6-8.CC. Communication and Collaboration—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.CC.1. use digital resources (e.g., discussion groups, blogs, podcasts, videoconferences, 
Moodle, Blackboard) to collaborate with peers, experts, and other audiences 

6-8.CC.2. use collaborative digital tools to explore common curriculum content with learners from 

other cultures 

6-8.CC.3. identify effective uses of technology to support communication with peers, family, or 

school personnel 

 6-8.RI. Research and Information Literacy—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.RI.1. use a variety of digital resources to locate information 

6-8.RI.2. evaluate information from online information resources for accuracy and bias 

6-8.RI.3. understand that using information from a single Internet source might result in the 
reporting of erroneous facts and that multiple sources should always be researched 

6-8.RI.4. identify types of web sites based on their domain names (e.g., edu, com, org, gov, net) 

6-8.RI.5. employ data-collection technologies (e.g., probes, handheld devices, GPS units, geographic mapping systems) to 
gather, view, and analyze the results for a content-related problem 

 6-8.CT. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making —By the end of grade 8 each student will:  
 

6-8.CT.1. use databases or spreadsheets to make predictions, develop strategies, and evaluate 
decisions to assist with solving a problem 

6-8.CT.2. evaluate available digital resources and select the most appropriate application to 
accomplish a specific task (e, g., word processor, table, outline, spreadsheet, presentation program) 

6-8.CT.3. gather data, examine patterns, and apply information for decision making using available 

digital resources 

6-8.CT.4. describe strategies for solving routine hardware and software problems 

6.8 C.I. Creativity and Innovation 



 6-8.DC. Digital Citizenship—By the end of grade 8 each student will:  

6-8.DC.1. provide accurate citations when referencing information sources 

6-8.DC.2. discuss issues related to acceptable and responsible use of technology (e.g., privacy, 
security, copyright, plagiarism, viruses, file-sharing) 

6-8.DC.3. discuss the consequences related to unethical use of information and communication 

technologies 

6-8.DC.4. discuss possible societal impact of technology in the future and reflect on the 
importance of technology in the past 

6-8.DC.5. create media-rich presentations on the appropriate and ethical use of digital tools and 

resources 

6-8.DC.6. discuss the long term ramifications (digital footprint) of participating in questionable 
online activities (e.g., posting photos of risqué poses or underage drinking, making threats to 
others) 

6-8.DC.7. describe the potential risks and dangers associated with online communications 
 

6-8.TC. Technology Operations and Concepts—By the end of grade 8 each student will: 
6-8.TC.1. identify file formats for a variety of applications (e.g., doc, xls, pdf, txt, jpg, mp3) 

6-8.TC.2. use a variety of technology tools (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, grammar-checker, 
calculator) to maximize the accuracy of technology-produced materials 

6-8.TC.3. perform queries on existing databases 

6-8.TC.4. know how to create and use various functions available in a database (e.g., filtering, sorting, 

charts) 

6-8.TC.5. identify a variety of information storage devices (e.g., CDs, DVDs, flash drives, SD cards) 
and provide ration- ales for using a certain device for a specific purpose 

6-8.TC.6. use accurate technology terminology 

6-8.TC.7. use technology to identify and explore various occupations or careers, especially those 
related to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

6-8.TC.8. discuss possible uses of technology to support personal pursuits and lifelong learning 

6-8.TC.9. understand and discuss how assistive technologies can benefit all individuals 

6-8.TC.10. discuss security issues related to e-commerce 
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Physical Education Curriculum Grade 5 

Students will display Christian behaviors when involved in physical education class, especially 
respecting and interacting well with others, displaying courtesy and tact, and coping with 
disagreements and losing when playing. 
 

Abilities Outcome 
The students will be able to … 

I. Learn important kills for life in physical education. 
a. Demonstrate physical fitness appropriate for the age. 
b. Play safely and by the rules. 
c. Be a good winner and a good loser. 
d. Be a good team member by cooperating and giving and receiving compliments. 

 
 
Standard 1: Demonstrates competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns. 
 
1. Dance and rhythms: 
Demonstrates correct rhythm and pattern for 1 of the following dance forms: folk, social, 
creative, line, or world dance. (S1.1.6) 
 
2. Games & sports. Invasion and field games – Throwing: 
Throws with a mature pattern for distance or power appropriate to the practice task (e.g., distance = outfield to home 
plate; power = 2nd base to 1st base). (S1.2.6) 
 
3. Catching: 
Catches with a mature pattern from a variety of trajectories using different objects in varying practice tasks. (S1.3.6) 
 
4. Games & sports. Invasion games – Passing and Receiving: 
Passes and receives with hands in combination with locomotor patterns of running and changing direction and speed with 
competency in modified invasion games such as basketball, flag football, speedball, or team handball. (S1.4.6) 
 
5. Passing and Receiving: 
Throws while stationary, a leading pass to a moving receiver. (S1.5.6) 
 
6. Offensive skills: 
Performs pivots, fakes, and jab steps designed to create open space during practice tasks. (S1.6.6) 
 
7. Offensive skills: 
Performs the following offensive skills without defensive pressure: pivot, give and go, and fakes. (S1.7.6) 
 
8. Dribbling/Ball Control: 
Dribbles with dominant hand using a change of speed and direction in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.8.6) 
 
9. Dribbling/Ball Control: 
Foot-dribbles or dribbles with an implement with control, changing speed and direction in a variety of practice tasks. 
(S1.9.6) 
 
10. Shooting on goal: 
Shoots on goal with power in a dynamic environment as appropriate to the activity. (S1.10.6) 
 
11. Defensive Skills: 
Maintains defensive ready position with weight on balls of feet, arms extended, and eyes on midsection of the offensive 
player.(S1.11.6) 



 
12. Games and sports. Net/Wall Games Serving: 
Performs a legal underhand serve with control for net/wall games such as badminton, volleyball, or pickleball. (S1.12.6) 
 
13. Striking: 
Strikes with a mature overhand pattern in a nondynamic environment (closed skills) for net/wall games such as volleyball, 
handball, badminton, or tennis. (S1.13.6) 
 
 
14. Forehand and backhand: 
Demonstrates the mature form of the forehand and backhand strokes with a short-handled implement in net games such 
as paddleball, pickleball, or short-handled racket tennis. (S1.14.6) 
 
 
15. Weight Transfer: 
Transfers weight with correct timing for the striking pattern. (S1.15.6) 
 
16. Volley: 
Forehand volleys with a mature form and control using a short-handled implement. (S1.16.6) 
 
17. Two handed volley: 
Two-handed volleys with control in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.17.6) 
 
18. Games and sports. Target Games: 
Demonstrates a mature underhand pattern for a modified target game such as bowling, bocce, or horseshoes. (S1.18.6) 
 
19. Striking: 
Strikes, with an implement, a stationary object for accuracy in activities such as croquet, shuffleboard, or golf. (S1.19.6) 
 
20. Games and Sports. Fielding/striking games –Striking: 
Strikes a pitched ball with an implement with force in a variety of practice tasks. (S1.20.6) 
 
21. Catching: 
Catches, with a mature pattern, from different trajectories using a variety of objects in varying practice tasks. (S1.21.6) 
 
 
22. Outdoor pursuits: 
Demonstrates correct technique for basic skills in 1 self-selected outdoor activity. (S1.22.6) 
 
 
23.Individual-performance activities: 
Demonstrates correct technique for basic skills in 1 self-directed individual-performance activity. (S1.24.6) 
 
 
Standard 2: Applies knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies and tactics related to movement 
and performance. 
 
 
1. Games and Sports. Invasion Games Creating space with movement: 
Creates open space by using locomotor movements (e.g. walking, running, jumping, and landing) in combination with 
movement (e.g. varying pathways; change of speed; 
direction or pace). (S2.1.6) 
 
2. Creating space with offensive tactics: 
Executes at least 1 of the following offensive tactics to create open space: moves to open space without the ball; uses a 
variety of passes, pivots, and fakes; give and go. (S2.2.6) 
 
3. Creating space using width and length: 
Creates open space by using the width and length of the field/court on offense. (S2.3.6) 



4. Games and Sports. Invasion Games- Reducing space by changing size and shape: 
Reduces open space on defense by making the body larger or reducing passing angles. (S2.4.6) 
 
5. Reducing space using denial: 
Reduces open space by not allowing the catch (denial) or by allowing the catch but not the return pass. (S2.5.6) 
 
6. Transitions: 
Transitions from offense to defense or defense to offense by recovering quickly. (S2.6.6) 
 
7. Games and Sports. Net/Wall games - Creating Space through variation: 
Creates open space in net/wall games with a short-handled implement by varying force and direction. (S2.7.6)  
 
8. Using tactics and shots: 
Reduces offensive options for opponents by returning to midcourt position. (S2.8.6) 
 
9. Games and Sports. Target games -Shot selection: 
Selects appropriate shot and/or club based on location of the object in relation to the target. (S2.9.6) 
 
10. Games and sports. Fielding and Striking games- Offensive strategies: 
Identifies open spaces and attempts to strike object into that space. (S2.10.6) 
 
11. Reducing space: 
Identifies the correct defensive play based on the situation (e.g. number of outs). (S2.11.6) 
 
12. Individual-performance activities, dance and rhythms- Movement concepts: 
Varies application of force during dance or gymnastic activities. (S2.12.6) 
 
13. Outdoor Pursuits -Movement concepts: 
Makes appropriate decisions based on the weather, level of difficulty due to conditions, or ability to ensure safety of self 
and others. (S2.13.6) 
 
 
Standard 3: Demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a health-enhancing 
level of physical activity and fitness. 
 
 
1. Physical activity knowledge: 
Describes how being physically active leads to a healthy body. (S3.1.6) 
 
2. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in self-selected physical activity outside of physical education class. (S3.2.6) 
 
3. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of aerobic-fitness activities such as cardio-kick, step aerobics, and aerobic dance. (S3.3.6) 
 
4. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of aerobic-fitness activities using technology such as Dance Revolution or Wii Fit. (S3.4.6) 
 
5. Engages in physical activity: 
Participates in a variety of lifetime recreational team sports, outdoor pursuits, or dance activities. (S3.5.6) 
 
6. Fitness knowledge: 
Participates in moderate to vigorous aerobic physical activity that includes intermittent or continuous aerobic physical 
activity of both moderate and vigorous intensity for at least 60 minutes per day. (S3.6.6) 
 
7. Fitness knowledge: 
Identifies the components of skill-related fitness. (S3.7.6) 
 
 



8. Fitness knowledge: 
Sets and monitors a self-selected physical activity goal for aerobic and/or muscle- and bone-strengthening activity based 
on current fitness level. (S3.8.6) 
 
9. Fitness knowledge: 
Employs correct techniques and methods of stretching. (S3.9.6) 
 
 
10. Fitness knowledge: 
Differentiates between aerobic and anaerobic capacity and between muscular strength and 
endurance. (S3.10.6) 
 
11. Fitness knowledge: 
Identifies each of the components of the overload principle (FITT formula: frequency, intensity, time, and type) for 
different types of physical activity (aerobic, muscular fitness, 
and flexibility). (S3.11.6) 
 
12. Fitness knowledge: 
Describes the role of warm-ups and cool- downs before and after physical activity. (S3.12.6) 
 
13. Fitness knowledge: 
Defines resting heart rate and describes its relationship to aerobic fitness and the Borg Rating of Perceived Exertion 
(RPE) scale. (S3.13.6) 
 
14. Fitness knowledge: 
Identifies major muscles used in selective physical activities. (S3.14.6) 
 
15. Assessment and program planning: 
Designs and implements a program of remediation for any areas of weakness based on the results of health-related fitness 
assessment. (S3.15.6) 
 
16. Assessment and program planning: 
Maintains a physical activity log for at least 2 weeks and reflects on activity levels as documented in the log. (S3.16.6) 
 
17. Nutrition: 
Identifies foods within each of the basic food groups and selects appropriate servings and portions for his/her age and 
physical activity levels. (S3.17.6) 
 
18. Stress Management: 
Identifies positive and negative results of stress and appropriate ways of dealing with it. (S3.18.6) 
 
 
 
Standard 4: Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others. 
 
1. Personal responsibility: 
Exhibits personal responsibility by using appropriate etiquette, demonstrating respect for facilities, and exhibiting safe 
behaviors. (S4.1.6) 
 
2. Personal responsibility: 
Identifies and uses appropriate strategies to self-reinforce positive fitness behaviors, such as positive self-talk. (S4.2.6) 
 
3. Accepting feedback: 
Demonstrates self-responsibility by implementing specific corrective feedback to improve performance. (S4.3.6) 
 
4. Working with others: 
Accepts differences among classmates in physical development, maturation, and varying skills levels by providing 
encouragement and positive feedback. (S4.4.6) 
 



 
5. Working with others: 
Cooperates with a small group of classmates during adventure activities, game play, or team-building activities. (S4.5.6) 
 
6. Rules and etiquette: 
Identifies the rules and etiquette for physical activities, games and dance activities. (S4.6.6) 
 
7. Safety: 
Uses physical activity and fitness equipment appropriately and safely, with the teacher’s guidance. (S4.7.6) 
 
 
 
Standard 5: Recognizes the value of physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression and/or social interaction. 
 
 
1. Health: 
Describes how being physically active leads to a healthy body. (S5.1.6) 
 
2. Health: 
Identifies components of physical activity that provide opportunities for reducing stress and for social interaction. (S5.2.6) 
 
3. Challenge: 
Recognizes individual challenges and copes in a positive way, such as extending effort, asking for help or feedback, or 
modifying the tasks. (S5.3.6) 
 
4. Self-expression and enjoyment: 
Describes how moving competently in a physical activity setting creates enjoyment. (S5.4.6) 
 
5. Self-expression and enjoyment: 
Identifies how self-expression and physical activity are related. (S5.5.6) 
 
6. Social interaction: 
Demonstrates respect for self and others in activities and games by following the rules, encouraging others, and playing in 
the spirit of the game or activity. (S5.6.6) 
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Music Curriculum Grade 6 

  
Students will explore how religion is expressed through music. 
 

PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.I.6.1 Sing and play with expression and technical accuracy, an 

increasingly diverse repertoire of literature at developmentally-

appropriate levels. Perform at least one selection from memory. 

 

ART.M.I.6.2 Sing melodies with confidence in a large group. 

 

ART.M.I.6.3 Sing and play accurately in both small groups and large ensembles, 

with appropriate technique and breath control. 
 

ART.M.I.6.4 Use technology in a variety of ways in musical 

performance. 

 

ART.M.I.6.5 Sight read basic melodies in treble or bass clef, using combinations 

of whole, half, quarter, and eighth notes and rests; in simple meter. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.II.6.1 Improvise tonic accompaniments. 

 

ART.M.II.6.2 Embellish a melody of rhythmic pattern in various ways. 

 



 
 

ART.M.II.6.3 Improvise short melodies consistent in style, meter, and tonality. 
 

ART.M.II.6.4 Compose short pieces to communicate ideas and/or stories. 

 

ART.M.II.6.5 Demonstrate an understanding of some instrumental and vocal 

ranges. 

 

ART.M.II.6.6  Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources 

when composing, arranging, and improvising. 

 
 
ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.M.III.6.1  Identify and describe specific musical elements and events in a 

given aural example, using appropriate terminology. 

 

ART.M.III.6.2  Identify elements of music used in music of diverse genres and 

styles. 
 

ART.M.III.6.3 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of rhythm, simple meter 

(2/4, 3/4, 4/4), and the intervals of a major scale. 
 

ART.M.III.6.4  Develop criteria based on musical knowledge and personal 

reflections to evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music 

performances. Apply these criteria as self- evaluation when 

performing and creating. 

 

ART.M.III.6.5  Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of one’s own and others’ 

musical performances and creations by applying specific and 

appropriate criteria, and offering constructive suggestions for 

improvement. 



 
 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.M.IV.6.1 Identify a repertoire of music from diverse cultures. 
 

ART.M.IV.6.2  Classify by genre a varied body of exemplary musical works. 

 

ART.M.IV.6.3  Compare, in several cultures of the world, the functions music 

serves. 

 

ART.M.IV.6.4 Identify the uses of technology in music. 

 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 
ART.M.V.6.1 Identify characteristics materials of each art form. 

 

ART.M.V.6.2 List musical elements and find a connection to at least one other 

discipline. 
 

ART.M.V.6.3 Identify at least one artistic application of current 

technology in music. 
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Art Curriculum Grade 6 

Students will explore how religion is expressed through art and architecture. 

PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.VA.I.6.1 Understand the varying qualities of materials, techniques, media 

technology, and processes at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.I.6.2 Develop the concept of proper use of art materials and using 

tools safely and responsibly. 

 

ART.VA.I.6.3 Develop a successful visual vocabulary. 
 

ART.VA.I.6.4 Develop reflective thinking skills by observing, analyzing, and 

critically evaluating works of art for the purpose of improving 

technical quality. 

 

ART.VA.I.6.5  Produce and exhibit a final product that demonstrates quality 

craftsmanship and technique at a developing level. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.VA.II.6.1 Identify, design, and solve creative problems at a 

developing level. 

 

ART.VA.II.6.2 Develop and apply critical thinking strategies through the art 

making process at a developing level. 

 



 
 

ART.VA.II.6.3 Collaborate, communicate, and work with others to create new 

ideas at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.II.6.4 Initiate new ideas employing inventiveness and innovation at a 

developing level. 

 

ART.VA.II.6.5 Demonstrate reflective thinking practices at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.II.6.6 Make knowledgeable choices about materials, techniques, media 

technology, organizational principles, and processes to articulate ideas 

and communicate intended meaning at a developing level. 

 
ART.VA.II.6.7  Create preliminaries, possibilities, and drafts at a 

developing level. 
 

ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.VA.III.6.1  Observe, describe, and analyze visual characteristics at a 

developing level. 

 

ART.VA.III.6.2 Develop the skill of interpreting artwork, searching for embedded 

meaning, function, and personal connections at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.III.6.3 Develop the ability to describe how the artist’s choice of materials, 

techniques, media technology, and processes influence the 

viewer. 

 

ART.VA.III.6.4 Develop critical thinking strategies, observing, comparing, and 

contrasting artworks. 

 



 
 

ART.VA.III.6.5  Develop and defend informed aesthetic opinions about works of art 

using artistic vocabulary at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.III.6.6 Identify personal and community experiences within works of art at 

a developing level. 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.VA.IV.6.1  Recognize and describe how art contributes to and reflects all 

societies and cultures. 

 

ART.VA.IV.6.2  Develop an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural 

contexts of artwork with aesthetic sophistication. 
 

ART.VA.IV.6.3  Decode and interpret artwork to discern between prejudice and 

tolerance, bias, and fact at a developing level. 

 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.VA.V.6.1 Recognize and describe personal, family, and community 

connections with artworks at a developing level. 
 

ART.VA.V.6.2  Recognize the skills used in visual arts careers at a 

developing level. 

 



 
 

ART.VA.V.6.3 Compare the characteristics of work in two or more art forms 

that are dissimilar in subject matter, historical periods, or 

cultural context at a developing level. 

 

ART.VA.V.6.4 Demonstrate an understanding of their place in the visual world and 

develop an appreciation of how they are part of a global society at a 

developing level. 

 

ART.VA.V.6.5 Describe ways in which the principles and subject matter of other 

disciplines taught in school are interrelated with the visual arts at a 

developing level. 
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