
 
 
 

St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

 
 

Fifth Grade Curriculum 
 
 

 “Catholic Schools in collaboration with parents and guardians as the primary educators seek to 

educate the whole child by providing an excellent education rooted in Gospel values” 

 (National Standards & Benchmarks for Catholic Elementary & Secondary Schools, p.3) 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

At St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School the staff, parents, and community work together to offer a safe, supporting and nurturing 
Catholic environment. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to Gospel values, discipleship, and academic 

excellence. 
 

 
 
 



St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School 
 

This curriculum was designed to fit within the whole school curriculum so that students meet the 

desired outcomes at the end of 8th grade. 

 
Desired Student Outcomes 

Students leaving St. Elizabeth School at 8th Grade will: 

□ Know the values, beliefs, traditions and practices of the Catholic Church, including a knowledge and 

appreciation of the Scriptures, liturgy, prayer and the necessity of involvement in the evangelizing 

mission of the Church. 

□ Follow the example of our patroness, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, by involving themselves in service to 

those in need. 

□ Be able to live in a moral way and make moral decisions according to   sound human and Christian 

values. 

□ Have respect for and appreciation of each individual person, regardless of his/her cultural, ethnic 

background, religious beliefs or economic status. 

□ Respect themselves, others and property. 

□ Have a positive self-concept. 

□ Read and comprehend beyond grade level. 
 

□ Demonstrate basic computer skills. 
 

□ Demonstrate understanding of the scientific process. 
 
□ Understand the working of our government, history  of  our country and significance of current 

events. 

□ Have an appreciation for art and music. 

□  Be aware of the importance of a good diet, exercise and healthy choices of lifestyle. 

□ Be able to use and apply problem solving techniques and critical thinking skills. 

□ Understand that learning is a lifelong process. 



□ Have an appreciation for continuing formal education. 

□ Be able to work cooperatively and independently. 

□ Have basic skills for daily living. 

□ Be willing to accept another person’s ideas. 

□ Accept responsibility for their own actions. 

 
 

Diocese of Saginaw Catholic Schools and Common Core State Standards 
 
 

As stated in our mission statement, St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School is committed to academic 

excellence. Our curriculum is rigorous and it integrates faith and knowledge.  

The CCSS are not a curriculum. They are a set of high quality academic expectations -or standards- 

aiming to prepare students for college and career readiness. The CCSS establish clear, measurable goals for 

students.  

The administrators of all the schools in the Diocese of Saginaw thoroughly discussed the standards. 

In our pursuit to provide the best education to our students, it was decided to utilize the portions of the 

CCSS that do not interfere with our faith-based standards and that would enhance our own standards. We 

have pulled the standards that can be a valuable contribution to our own successful curriculum.  

 
 

Fourth Grade Curriculum 
 

Faithful to the Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School, to the mission of St. 

Elizabeth Parish and to the Christian values that underlie our philosophy, our program aims at the overall 

development of the children, taking into consideration all the areas of the curriculum: spiritual, personal, 

emotional, social, cognitive, physical, linguistic, and aesthetic. Our program provides a safe, nurturing and 

supportive Catholic environment where children engage in learning activities that drive their development.  

This curriculum is designed with a deep understanding of how children learn, what individual 

children need and to the cultural context they are in. We know that children learn and develop following a 

typical pattern, all going through similar stages. However, we also know that development varies among 

children of the same age and that each child may reach those stages at different times. We are also aware of 

the important role each child’s family plays in the child’s development. We see the family as the child’s first 

and most important teacher. We believe in the importance of a home - school partnership to best understand 

the children and thus be able to guide them to reach their highest potential. 



This curriculum was developed by a committee of teachers and administrators of Catholic Schools in 

the Diocese of Saginaw and changes were made to fit our school. The standards from the Michigan 

Common Core Standards that fit within our curriculum were incorporated to enhance our curriculum. 

Student progress is assessed every day through observations, anecdotal records, and checklists as well as 

quizzes and tests. Students take the NWEA MAP test in the fall, winter and the spring. 

 

 

 

Spiritual Development 

 Fifth grade students are in a period of rapid growth: physical, mental, and emotional. They may 
experience awkwardness, uncertainty, and self-consciousness. They experience changes from a strong interest in 
the group to an interest in one or two "best" friends. They find peer acceptance more important than adult 
approval. They experience an increase in sexual awareness. At this age they are capable of reflective thinking 
and they learn faith identity through experience of community customs and traditions. 

Our program provides opportunities for children to express—in their own age-appropriate way—
their commitment to Christ. We involve the children in different kinds of prayer experiences. Every child 
gets the opportunity to lead the school in Morning Prayer. We guide them to include contrition, thanks, 
praise and requests for others or themselves in their prayers. We encourage them to be specific in their 
prayers and to use the virtues they learn every week in their prayers. 

Every child gets to participate in the recitation and leading of the Rosary and the Stations of the 
Cross. They are also involved in the Tenebrae Service we hold on Holy Thursday. Every child also has the 
opportunity to take ministries in our weekly Mass. They can be lectors, gift bearers, altar servers. be part of 
the choir or psalm singers. 

  Through prayer, study, scripture, sacraments, liturgy experiences and service to others, the students 
have opportunities to connect their faith to daily living. Our goal is for all students at St. Elizabeth Area 
Catholic School to grow in their understanding of: 

• The teachings and lived traditions of the Catholic faith 
• The celebration of the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation 
• The Bible as it relates to everyday life 
• The development of morals based on our Catholic faith 
• The value of praying personally, communally and liturgically 
• Their experience with the Church’s Catholic Social Teachings and with Corporal and Spiritual Works of 

Mercy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Our Catholic Faith 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diocese of Saginaw Parish/School Religion Curriculum 
Grade 5 

 

History of Salvation: Salvation History 
 

Key 

Recognizes that all of creation is interrelated  
D 

Recognizes creation as the beginning of God's plan for our salvation D 

Recognizes the presence of good and evil in the world D 

Describes God's creation as: 
• Good 
• Glory of God 
• An expression of God's wisdom 
• A sign of God's presence 

 
 

D 

Discusses God's covenant relationship with Abraham, i.e. the Jewish people D 

Discusses God's unconditional love for all people through Jesus D 

History of Salvation: Defines Salvation  

Defines grace as: 
• God's free gift to us 

• God's presence in our life 

 
D 

Defines the doctrine of Heaven D 

Relates the term "Paschal Mystery" (Jesus' life/death/resurrection/ ascension) to life D 

Identifies the "Paschal Mystery: as God's saving action accomplished once for all 
 

D 
History of Salvation: Response to God's Call  

Explains the role of all Baptized persons to share their faith with others 
D 

History of Salvation: Obstacles to Grace/Salvation  

Identifies sin as: 

• Unloving choices that turn us away from God and creation 

• A broken or weakened relationship with God 
• A failure to love, whether by action or by inaction, both personally and socially 

 
 

D 

Defines personal sin as: 

• Failure to love God and others 
• Free and deliberate violation of God's moral law 
• Knowingly choosing to do what offends God 

 
D 

Revelation: Meaning of Revelation  

Identifies Sacred Tradition as a principle source of revelation 
D 

Revelation: Elements of God's Self-Revelation   

Describes God as a personal God intimately involved in the lives of His people D 

Describes God as all holy, wise, just, loving, true, faithful, merciful, forgiving and present everywhere D 

 
Describes God as Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit D 



Revelation: Elements of God's Self-Revelation (cont.) 
 

Describes Jesus as Word made flesh, fully divine and fully human 
D 

 
Recognizes the Spirit as Reconciler, Unifier, and Sanctifier I 

Revelation: Understanding of God's Self- Revelation 
 

Reads and discusses selected Scripture passages: 
■ Matthew 16:13-20  Peter the Rock 
■ Matthew 25:31-46 The Last Judgment 

• Mark 12:28-34 The Great Commandment 

 
 

D 

Retells the major stories and themes in the Old Testament 
• Abraham and the chosen people 
• Moses receives Ten Commandments 

• Prophets 

 

u 

Retells major events and themes of the New Testament: 
• Birth of Jesus 
•  Life/ministry of Jesus including His teachings 
• Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus 
• Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 

• Missionary activities of  the Apostles 

 
 
 
 

D 

 
Identifies the Evangelists (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) 

u 

Retells accounts of the early Church from Acts of the Apostles 
D 

Lists the characteristics of the early Christian communities in the Acts of the Apostles 
D 

Understands the structure and themes of the Old Testament and New Testament and their relevance today 
 

I 

Recognizes key elements and literary forms of Hebrew Scripture  
D 

Identifies key figures and retells the stories of the Hebrew Scripture 
 

D 
Revelation: God's Revelation in Church Tradition  

Discusses basic doctrines of the Church as expressed in our Creeds: 
• Apostles 
• Nicene 

 
 

D 

Jesus: Mission and Identity of Jesus  

Sees ways of relating to Jesus today D 

Identifies the Paschal Mystery as Jesus' life, death. Resurrection, Ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit D 

Recognizes Jesus as the one who enables us to call God our Father 
D 

Recognizes Jesus as teacher, storyteller and prophet 
D 

 
Jesus: Ministry and Teaching of Jesus  

Illustrates how Jesus teaches us to live according to the Great Commandment, the Beatitudes and the Last Judgment 
scene 

 

Explains Jesus' purpose for using parables in His teaching  
D 



Jesus: Key Elements of Jesus' Life 
 

Discusses Jesus' calling of His disciples 
D 

Tells the story of Jesus teaching His disciples to pray u 
Describes the Last Supper/Holy Thursday D 

Describes the suffering and death of Jesus/Good Friday D 

Discusses the Resurrection/Easter Sunday 
D 

Tells the story of the sending of the Spirit/Pentecost 
D 

Describes the historical and social world of Jesus 
I 

Church: Mission of the Church  

Identifies role of the Church to bring the Kingdom of God in this world D 

Explains that all members are called by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist to proclaim and share the Good News 
among all nations and cultures (Evangelization) 

 

D 

Can feel a sense of belonging to a Church as a family 
D 

Explains the missionary nature of the Church 
D 

Identifies various ways people actively participate in a parish community of faith D 

Church: Church Membership  

Recognizes Church as a community of believers called to proclaim the teachings of Jesus to all people D 

Describes faith as a personal response to God's call, leading to an active discipleship D 

Recognizes the importance of community in Liturgy and Sacraments 
    D 

Identifies the Church as The Community of God's people  
D 

Church: Church Structure  

Identifies the hierarchical structure of the Church: 
• Laity (and Professed Religious) Deacons 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals,) 
• Pope 

 
 
 

D 

Describes the role of 
• Priests 
• Bishops (and Cardinals) 
• Pope 

 
 

D 

Names the different ministries in the Church and in the world as a response to a call from the Holy Spirit  
I 

Church: Church History  

Identifies the influence of the Holy Spirit throughout the Church's history  
I 

Is familiar with the mission of the apostles, the witness of the martyrs and the growth of Christianity throughout 
the Roman Empire 

 

I 



Church: Mary's Role  

Tells the story of: 
• Annunciation 
• Visitation 
• Immaculate Conception (Mary's sinlessness) 
• Assumption (Mary taken to Heaven, body and soul) 

 
 
 

D 

Church: Saints  

Identifies saints as: 
• Seeking to do God's will 
• Models/witnesses of Christian life 
• Intercessors (people who will pray for us) 

 
u 

Explains the Communion of Saints D 

Recounts the lives of several selected saints 
D 

Appreciates the saints and the universal call to holiness 
D 

Explains the role of the saints in the life of the Church 
D 

Sacraments: Theological Points 
 

Describes Sacraments as public celebrations of Christ acting in our lives D 

Explains why Jesus instituted the Sacraments 
D 

Recognizes grace as coming from the Sacraments 
D 

Identifies Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist as Sacraments of Initiation 
D 

Lists the process and purpose for the Catechumenate  
I 

Names the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
D 

Explores the gifts of the Holy Spirit in relation to one's own life I 

Explains the role of the Holy Spirit in Baptism and Confirmation 
• Defines Baptism as being freed from sin through water and the Spirit to become a new creation 
• Defines Confirmation as the community's celebration of the Spirit active in its midst 

• Identifies Confirmation as the Sacrament in which a baptized person is sealed with the Holy Spirit in 
order to more actively live out their Baptismal commitment 

 
 

D 

Discusses the nature of Eucharist (real presence... transubstantiation) 
D 

Can vocalize the basic teachings of the Church on marriage, including divorce and annulment I 

Defines Holy Orders as a call to share in a unique way the priestly ministry of sanctifying, teaching, and building 
community 

 
D 

Sacraments: Symbol/Rite Comprehension 
 

Explains the use of signs and symbols in the Church D 

Describes the symbols, rite and minister of Confirmation 
D 

Identifies specific signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church and in the World 
I 

Sacraments: Sacramental Participation 
 

Participates in the liturgy and sacraments as aides to living as Jesus taught 
D 

 
 

 



Prayer/Worship: Theological Points  

Recognizes that God calls us to a relationship with Him through prayer 
D 

Lists and distinguishes praise, thanksgiving, petition and contrition as general purposes of prayer D 

Is aware that faith is expresses through drama, art, song and gesture 
D 

Identifies reading, thinking, listening, reflecting and mediating as ways to pray D 

Recognizes sacramentals as aids to devotion/prayer 
D 

Recognizes the purpose of sacramentals as helping us to grow in faith and holiness D 
Prayer/Worship: Prayer Forms  

Relates Jesus' teaching on prayer to 
one's prayer life 

 
D 

Recalls various Psalms and common 
prayers from our tradition 

 
D 

Understands meditation and contemplative prayer forms  
I 

Prayer/Worship: Community Prayer Description  
Recognizes the following as various forms of Communal Prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass) 
• Way of the Cross 
• Liturgy of the Hours 

 
 
 

D 

Identifies some cultural expressions of Catholicism as it is lived locally, e.g. Hispanic, African American, 
Vietnamese, Polish, Ethiopian, Chinese, etc. 

 

D 
 

Demonstrates knowledge of the Eucharistic Liturgy: 
• The central role of the Eucharist (and Mass) in the life of the Church 
• The parts of the Liturgy and the prayers and actions of the Mass 
• The purpose of the homily 

 
 
 
 

D 

Prayer/Worship: Private Prayer Description 
 

Recognizes the following as various forms of Communal Prayer in the Catholic Church: 

• Eucharistic Liturgy (the Mass) 
• Liturgy of the Hours 
• Celebration of the Sacraments 

 
 
 

D 

Identifies some cultural expressions of Catholicism as it is lived locally, e.g. Hispanic, African American, 
Vietnamese, Polish, Ethiopian, Chinese, etc. 

 

D 

Demonstrates knowledge of the Eucharistic Liturgy: 
• The central role of the Eucharist (and Mass) in the life of the Church 

• The parts of the Liturgy and the prayers and actions of the Mass 

• The purpose of the homily 

 
 

D 

Prayer/Worship: Private Prayer Description 
 

Recognizes the following as various forms of private prayer in the Catholic Church: 
• Rosary 
• Use of sacramentals 
• Spontaneous prayers 
• Forms and styles of meditation 
• Retreats 

 
 
 
 

D 

 
Prayer/Worship: Prayer/Life Relationship 

 

Describes the cycles of the liturgical year D 



Prayer/Worship: Prayer/Life Relationship (cont.)  

Explains the following seasons of the liturgical year: 
• Advent 
• Christmas 
• Lent 
• Easter 
• Pentecost 
• Ordinary Time 

 
 
 
 

D 

Lists the Holy Days of Obligation D 

Names the major feasts of the Lord and major Marian feasts 
D 

Recalls that one's talents are to be used to give praise to God and to serve others D 
Prayer/Worship: Praying 

 

Recites the: 
• Act of Contrition 
• Doxology 
• Creed (Apostles/Nicene) 
• Grace Before Meals 
• Grace After Meals 
• Acts of Faith, Hope, Love 
• Angelus 

D 

 
Participates in/experiences: 

• The Rosary (and various Mysteries of the Rosary) 
• The Way of the Cross 
• Spontaneous prayer 
• Prayers for Faith, Hope, Love 
• Writes simple prayers of praise, thanksgiving, petition and 

contrition 

• Plans and participates in a prayer 
service 

• Experiences/plans a retreat 
• Meditation, Scriptural Meditation 
• Psalms, Prayer of St. Francis, Prayers based on the Beatitndes 
• Music as prayer 

D 

Actively participates in Eucharist and Sacramental Liturgies (seasonal/Liturgical Prayer and celebrations) 
 
 

D 

Christian Life/Morality: Christian Response 
 

Recognizes that God calls us to 
ongoing conversion 

 
I 

Defines virtues as habits or patterns of doing good 
D 

Identifies theological virtues: Faith, Hope Love 
D 

Applies Christian values and decision- making skills in making moral judgments I 

Memorizes and practices the corporal and spiritual works of mercy as ways to live out our concern for others D 

Identifies a Christian as one called to the task of bringing all creation to give glory to God D 

Explains how the Beatitudes (Matt. 5) can be lived 
D 

Performs acts of service to demonstrate love for others     D 

  
 
 

 



Christian Life/Morality: Criteria for Christian Behavior  

Identifies as norms for Christian behavior: 
• The Beatitudes/Sermon on the Mount 
• Ten Commandments 
• Church Laws/Precepts 

 
 
 

I 

Names The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments 
I 

Recognizes The Great Commandment and the Ten Commandments as a basic guide for a moral person and for 
loving God and others 

 
D 

Recognizes Church teaching as a source for establishes norms for Catholic behavior I 

Develops skills to critically reflect on culture in light of Catholic moral teaching  
I 

Recognizes that personal morality is formed by conscience  
I 

Identifies ones responsibility for developing a well-formed conscience D 

Recognizes the importance of the moral and ethical demands of the Gospel in forming one's conscience D 

Recognizes conscience as the capacity to distinguish good from evil D 

Acknowledges conscience as a guide to right behavior D 

Recognizes positive and negative messages in the media I 

Understands Catholic moral teaching regarding guidance of the natural moral law 
I 

Understands the basic nature of AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases and the Church's teaching on mercy I 

Christian Life/Morality: Concepts of Self-Worth  

Expresses gratitude to God for Life D 

Is given opportunity to express love of Jesus by loving self and others D 

Recognizes the dignity of human life from the moment of conception to natural death D 

Recognizes holiness as caring about others as Jesus cared about us D 

Understands basic concept related to Catholic teaching regarding moral life with regards to the common good, the 
inherent dignity of the human person, created in the image and likeness of God 

 
D 

Identifies one's personal gifts for active participation in a community of faith D 

Christian Life/Morality: Vocation/Stewardship  

Recognizes importance of: 
• Giving oneself 
• Sharing one's time 
• Talents 
• Money, possessions, etc. 

 
 

D 

Is provided age-appropriate Christian Service opportunities at every grade level 
1. family 
2. parish 
3. school 
4. local community (food kitchens, nursing homes, shelters) 
5. greater community (civic worldwide) 

 
 
 
 
 

D 

Identifies rights, responsibilities of membership and acts of service in: 
• Family 
• Neighborhood 
• Parish 
• Faith community 

 

 
 
 

D 



Christian Life/Morality: Vocation/Stewardship (cont.) 
 

Practices stewardship and can identify scriptural passages referring to stewardship 
 

D 

Explores different vocations as God's 
call to special service 

 
D 

Christian Life/Morality: Catholic Social Teaching  

Recognizes the work of the Church as love, peace and justice 
D 

Begins to identify children of various cultures and groups 
D 

Recalls that God's creation is for our enjoyment, respect and stewardship 
D 

Practices care for the earth D 
Names and explains the Seven Catholic Social Teachings: 
I. Life and dignity of the human person 
2. Call to family, community and participation 
3. Rights and responsibility 
4. Option for the poor and vulnerable 
5. The dignity of work and the rights of the worker 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God's creation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

D 

Can discuss the "preferential option for the poor" 
D 

Identifies ways of responsible use and reuse of resources 
D 

Describes and explains the Church's teachings on life issues such as AIDS 
I 

Recognizes the value of different cultural expressions of Catholicism 
D 

 
 

Parents of a Fifth Grade child are asked to: 
 

• Attend Sunday Mass and actively participate with their child in this and other liturgical celebrations of the church 
year 

• Help their child to understand and memorize the Nicene Creed 

• Help their child identify ways she/he can use personal talents and gifts to help the needy 

• Discuss issues of justice and peace with their child and do actions that alleviate suffering and poverty 

• Include praying and reading from the Bible in daily family life 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diocese of Saginaw 
English Language Arts Curriculum 

Grade 5 
 
Reading Strategies – Word Recognition (WR) 
 
1. Explain when to use and apply the rules of grammar (e.g., word structure and sentence structure) and 
prediction using context clues to aid in decoding words and understanding meanings of words. 
 
2. Use structural, syntactic, and semantic cues to read frequently encountered words, decode unknown 
words, and decide meanings including multiple meanings. Cues include letter-sound, rimes (the end of 
words), base words, affixes, and syllabication. 
  
3. Recognize frequently encountered words in print with the number of words that can be read fluently 
increasing steadily across the school year. 
 
4. Know the meanings of words encountered frequently in grade-level reading and oral language contexts. 
5. Learn and use the following strategies to identify unknown words or word parts: analyze base words, 
define meanings of suffixes and prefixes, and apply knowledge of word origins. 
6. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language 
such as metaphors and similes. 
 
Reading Strategies – Fluency (FL) 
1. Fluently read beginning grade-level text and increasingly demanding text as the year proceeds. 
 
Reading Strategies – Vocabulary (VO) 
 
1. Determine the meaning of words and phrases including symbols, idioms, recently coined words, content 
vocabulary, and literary terms using strategies and resources including analogies, content glossaries, and 
electronic resources. 
 
Reading Strategies – Narrative/Informational Texts (NI) 
1. Analyze how characters and communities reflect life (in positive and negative ways) in classic, 
multicultural, and contemporary literature recognized for quality and literary merit. 
 
2. Analyze the structure, elements, style, and purpose of narrative genre including historical fiction, tall 
tales, science fiction, fantasy, and mystery. 
 
3. Analyze how characters’ traits and setting define plot, climax, the role of dialogue, and how problems are 
resolved. 
 
4. Explain how authors use literary devices, including exaggeration and metaphors, to develop characters, 
themes, plot, and functions of heroes, anti-heroes, and narrators. 
 
5. Analyze the structure, elements, features, style, and purpose of informational genre including advertising, 
experiments, editorials, and atlases. 
6. Identify and describe informational text patterns including compare/contrast, cause/effect, and 
problem/solution. 
7. Explain how authors use text features including timelines, graphs, charts, diagrams, tables of content, 
indices, introductions, summaries, and conclusions to enhance the understanding of key and supporting 
ideas. 
 



8. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem. 

 
9. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 

 
 
Reading Strategies – Comprehension (CO) 
1. Connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in 
text through oral and written responses. 
 
2. Retell through concise summarization grade-level narrative and informational text. 
 
3. Analyze global themes, universal truths, and principles within and across text to create a deeper 
understanding by drawing conclusions, making inferences, and synthesizing. 
 
4. Apply knowledge of grade-level content area texts to increase understanding of literature. 
 
5. Self-monitor comprehension when reading or listening to text by applying and discussing the strategies 
used by mature readers to increase comprehension including: predicting, constructing mental images, 
visually representing ideas in text, questioning, rereading or listening again if uncertain about meaning 
inferring, summarizing, and engaging in interpretive discussions. 
 
6. Plan, monitor, regulate, and evaluate skills, strategies, and processes to construct and convey meaning; select an 

appropriate text type from known genre for particular writing purposes; and use theory/evidence, cause/effect, 
and persuasive organizational patterns. 

7. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

8. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 
 
Critical Assessment (CA) 
1. Develop, discuss, and apply individual and shared standards using student/class created rubrics to assess 
the quality and accuracy of their own writing and the writing of others; identify attainment of intended 
purpose to interpret authors’ viewpoints and determine effect on classroom or school-wide audiences. 
 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

1. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction. 

2. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 

3. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end 
of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

 
Writing 
 
St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School follows the Six Traits of Writing to teach writing strategies. The 
Six Traits rubrics provide for students’ critical assessment of their writing and for teachers to assess 
student growth in writing. 
 
 



Writing Strategies – Writing Genre (WG) 
1. Write a cohesive narrative piece such as a mystery, tall tale, or historical fiction using time period and 
setting to enhance the plot; demonstrating roles and functions of heroes, anti-heroes, and narrator; depicting 
conflicts and resolutions. 
 
2. Write poetry based on reading a wide variety of grade-appropriate poetry. 
 
3. Write a position piece that demonstrates understanding of central ideas and supporting details (e.g., 
position/evidence organizational pattern) using multiple headings and subheadings. 
 
4. Set a purpose, consider audience, and replicate genre and patterns when writing a narrative, informational, 
or persuasive piece. 
 
5. Exhibit personal style and voice to enhance the written message in both narrative (e.g., personification, 
humor, element of surprise) and informational writing (e.g., emotional appeal, strong opinion, credible 
support). 
 
Writing Strategies – Writing Process (WP) 
1. Use the writing process to produce and present a research project; use a variety of resources to gather and organize 

relevant information into central ideas and supporting details for a teacher-approved focus question and hypothesis. 
2. Apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for both narrative and informational writing (e.g., graphic organizers such 

as maps, webs, Venn diagrams) in order to generate, sequence, and structure ideas (e.g., role and relationships of 
characters, settings, ideas, relationship of theory/evidence, or compare/contrast). 

3. Draft focused ideas using linguistic structures and textual features needed to clearly communicate information 
composing coherent, mechanically sound paragraphs when writing compositions. 

4. Revise drafts based on constructive and specific oral and written responses to writing by identifying sections of the 
piece to improve organization and flow of ideas (e.g., position/evidence organizational pattern, craft such as titles, 
leads, endings, and powerful verbs). 

5. Proofread and edit writing using grade-level checklists and other appropriate resources both individually and in 
groups. 

6. Create a quality final draft for publication or presentation. 
7. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 
 
Writing Strategies – Conventions (CV) 
 
1. Correctly use compound subjects and predicates, proper nouns and pronouns, articles, conjunctions, 
hyphens in compound and number words; commas between two independent clauses to set off direct 
address, long phrases, clauses, and colons to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list. 
 
 
2. Correctly spell frequently encountered words (e.g., roots, inflections, prefixes, suffixes, multi-syllabic) 
for less frequently encountered words, use structural cues (e.g., letter/sound, onsets, rimes, morphemes) and 
environmental sources (e.g., word walls, word lists, dictionaries, spell check). 
 
Work Presentation (PR) 
1. Present neat, organized, legible handwritten or typed work. 
 
Language Arts Attitude (LA) 
1. Be enthusiastic about reading, writing, and learning to read and write. 
 
2. Read and write on their own, both at school and at home. 
 



Speaking (SP) 
1. Use common grammatical structures correctly when speaking, including irregular verbs, to express more 
complex ideas. 
 
2. Adjust their use of language to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different 
purposes including research, explanation, and persuasion. 
 
3. Speak effectively using varying modulation, volume, and pace of speech to indicate emotions, create 
excitement, and emphasize meaning in narrative and informational presentations. 
 
4. Present in standard American English. 
 
5. Understand and recognize how language differs from early American history to current day America as a 
function of linguistic and cultural group membership. 
 
6. Engage in interactive, extended discussion to socially construct meaning in book clubs, literature circles, 
partnerships, or other conversation venues. 
 
7. Discuss narratives (e.g., mystery, historical fiction, tall tales, science fiction), conveying the story 
grammar (e.g., traits of characters, relationships between setting and climax/anticlimax), while varying 
voice modulation, volume, and pace of speech to emphasize meaning. 
 
8. Respond to multiple text types by analyzing content, interpreting the message, and evaluating the 
purpose. 
 
9. Plan and deliver persuasive presentations or reports using an informational organizational pattern for a 
specific purpose (e.g., to persuade, describe, inform) that conveys and supports the point they want to make, 
while varying voice modulation, volume, and pace of speech to emphasize meaning. 
 
 
Listening and Viewing (LV) 
 
1. Ask substantive and pertinent questions based on the argument(s) presented by a speaker when listening 
to or viewing a variety of presentations. 
 
2. Listen to or view critically while demonstrating appropriate social skills of audience behaviors (e.g., eye 
contact, attention, body language) in small and large group settings. 
 
3. Listen and view critically how verbal and non-verbal strategies enhance understanding of spoken 
messages and promote effective listening behaviors during a variety of class presentations. 
 
4. Recognize and analyze the various roles of the communication process (e.g., to persuade, critically 
analyze, entertaining versus informative, different interpretations or perspectives of an action or event) in 
focusing attention on events and shaping opinions. 
 
5. Listen to or view knowledgeably and discuss a variety of genre and compare their responses to those of 
their peers. 
 
6. Select, listen to or view knowledgeably, and respond thoughtfully to both classic and contemporary texts 
recognized for quality and literary merit. 
 



7. Respond knowledgably to multiple text types that have been listened to or viewed by discussing, 
illustrating, and/or writing in order to clarify meaning, make connections, take a position, and/or show deep 
understanding without major misconceptions. 
 
8. Combine skills to demonstrate strengthening literacy (e.g., viewing then analyzing in writing, listening 
then paraphrasing in writing). 
 
9. Respond to and go beyond the information given by a speaker, making inferences and drawing 
appropriate conclusions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Math Curriculum Grade 5 
 
NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS 

 
1. Understand place value system: whole numbers and decimals. 
2. Understand the meaning of division of whole numbers, with and without remainders, relate division 

to fractions and to repeated subtraction. 
3. Know the five-step problem-solving process to solve problems with whole numbers. 
4. Relate division of whole numbers with remainder to the form a = bq + r, e.g.,  
 34 √  5 = 6 r 4, so 5 x 6 + 4 = 34.  
5. Write mathematical statement involving division for given situations. 
6. Multiply using three-digit numbers. 
7. Multiply a multi-digit number by a two-digit number; recognize and be able to explain common 

computational errors such as not accounting for place value. 
8. Solve applied problems involving multiplication and division of whole numbers.  
9. Divide fluently up to a four-digit number by a two-digit number. 
10. Find the prime factorization of number between 1 and 50, express in exponential notation. 
11. Understand the relative magnitude of ones, tenths, and hundredths and the relationship to each place 

value to the place to its right. 
12. Understand percentages as parts out of 100, use % notation, and express a part of a whole as a 

percentage. 
13. Multiply a whole number of powers of 10: 0.01, 0.1, 1, 10, 100, 1000 and identify patterns. 
14. Divide numbers by 10’s, 100’s, 1,000’s, using mental strategies. 
15. Multiple one-digit whole numbers by decimals up to two decimal places. 
16.  Solve applied problems involving fractions and decimals; including rounding of answers and 

checking reasonableness; use examples involving money. 
17. Express fractions and decimals as percentages and vice versa. 
18. Express ratios in several ways given applied situations, e.g. 3 cups to 5 people, 3:5, 3/5; recognize 

and find equivalent ratios.  
19. Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths 

MEASUREMENT 
1. Recognize the equivalence of 1 liter and include conversions among liters, milliliters, and cubic 

centimeters. 
2. Know the units of measure of volume; cubic centimeter, cubic meter, cubic inches, cubic feet, cubic 

yards, and use their abbreviations. 
3. Compare the relative sizes of one cubic inch to one cubic foot, and one cubic centimeter to one cubic 

meter. 
4. Convert measurements of length, weight, area, volume, and time within a given system using easily 

manipulated numbers. 
5. Represent relationships between areas of rectangles, triangles and parallelograms using models. 
6. Recognize and know how to use the area formula of a triangle. 
7. Recognize and know how to use the area formula for a parallelogram. 
8. Recognize and calculate the area and circumference of a circle. 
9. Build solids with unit cubes and state their volumes. 
10. Use filling (unit cubes or liquid), and counting or measuring to find the volume of a cube and 

rectangular prism. 
11. Use polygons to describe the different views of many solids. 
12. Measure solids, volume, capacity, weight and mass. 

 
13. Solve applied problems about the volumes of rectangular prisms using multiplication and division 

and using appropriate units. 



FRACTIONS 
1. Understand a fraction as a statement of division. 
2. Express equivalent fractions with a common denominator, but not necessarily a least common 

denominator. 
3. Understand how to reduce fractions to their simplest form. 
4. Understand comparing and ordering fractions and mixed numbers using a number line. 
5. Add and subtract fractions with like denominators. 
6. Add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers with unlike denominators, using the lowest common 

denominator. 
7. Understand equivalent fractions. 
8. Compare and order fractions and mixed numbers. 
9. Understand subtraction of mixed numbers using renaming. 
10. Multiply fractions by fractions and whole numbers. 
11. Multiply mixed numbers, fractions by mixed numbers. 
12. Divide a fraction by a whole number and a whole number by a fraction using simple fractions. 
13. Divide a fraction by a fraction using a reciprocal. 
14. Solve word problems that involve finding sums and differences of fractions with unlike 

denominators using knowledge of equivalent fractions. 
15. Express fractions as percentages. 
16. Understand the relationship between fractions and decimals. 

GEOMETRY 
1. Associate an angle with a certain amount of turning; know that angles are measures in degrees; 

understand the 90º, 180º, 270º, and 360º are associated, respectively with ¼, ½, ¾, and full turns. 
2. Measure angles with a protractor; and classify them as acute, right, obtuse, or straight. 
3. Identify and find unknown angles in problems involving angles on a straight line, angles surrounding 

a point, and vertical angles. 
4. Know that angles on a straight line add up to 180º and angles surrounding a point add up to 360º; 

justify informally by “surrounding” a point with angles. 
5. Understand why the sum of the angles of a triangle is 180º and the sum of the interior angles of a 

quadrilateral in 360º; and use these properties to solve problems. 
6. Find unknown angles using the properties of; triangles, including right, isosceles, and equilateral 

triangles; parallelograms, including rectangles and rhombuses and trapezoids. 
7. Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical problems. 

DATA AND PROBABILITY 
1. Read and interpret line, bar, circle and scatter plot graphs, and solve problems comparing different 

data. 
2. Construct line graphs from tables of data; include axis labels and scale. 
3. Given a set of data, find and interpret the mean, median, and mode. 
4. Solve multi-step problems involving means. 

ALGEBRA 
1. Solve simple algebraic equations. 
2. Solve addition and subtraction and multiplication and division equations. 
3. Write equations. 
4. Order of operations. 
5. Use algebraic symbols in the following properties: identity, commutative, associative, and 

distributive such as 2 + 3 = a + 2 
6. Find the opposite of a number 



7. Solve algebraic equations with fractions with unlike denominators 
8. Variables and expressions. 
9. Properties of equality. 
10. Understand, add and subtract integers. 

 
 

Mathematical Practices 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
 

4. Model with mathematics. 
 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 

6. Attend to precision. 
 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 
 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
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Science Curriculum Grade 5 
 
SCIENCE PROCESS (SP) 
 
Scientific Thinking 
 
1. Make observations about the world. 
2. Generate scientific questions based on observations, investigations, and research. 
3. Use valid sources to conduct scientific research. 
4. Create a hypothesis based on observation, experiments, and research. 
5. Design and conduct scientific investigations using various laboratory materials and equipment.  
6. Use standard and metric measurement in an investigation.  
7. Draw conclusions from data from multiple trials of investigations.  
8. Identify patterns and construct charts and graphs from data and observations. 
9. Analyze information from data tables and graphs to answer scientific questions.  
10. Identify and model the scientific method. 
11. Recognize the progression from hypothesis to theory to scientific law. 
 
Scientific Ideas 
 
12. Evaluate data, claims, and personal knowledge through collaborative communication.  
13. Use evidence to communicate and defend findings of observations and investigations. 
14. Use multiple sources of information to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of claims, arguments, or data. 
15. Identify limitations in personal and scientific knowledge. 
16. Describe the need for evidence in making scientific decisions.  
17. Evaluate scientific explanations based on current evidence and scientific principles.  
18. Demonstrate scientific concepts through various illustrations, presentations, models, exhibits, and 
activities.  
19.  Identify technology used in everyday life and the problems that can be solved through the use of that 
technology. 
20.  Identify and explain how the effect humans and other organisms have on the balance of the natural 
world.  
21. Describe the benefits and limitations of science and technology in society.  
22. Describe how science and technology have advanced because of the contributions of many people 
throughout history and across cultures. 
 
 
PYSICAL SCIENCE (PS) 
 
Force and Motion 
 
1. Identify how contact forces and non-contact forces can change the motion of an object. 
2. Describe what happens when two forces act on an object in the same or opposing directions.  
3. Describe how motion is the result of balanced and unbalanced (zero and non-zero net) forces.  
4. Relate the amount of change in motion to the strength of unbalanced forces and mass of the object.  
5. Explain the motion of an object relative to its point of reference.   
6. Investigate a way to measure speed and determine the velocity of an object.  
 7. Illustrate how motion can be measured and represented on a graph.  
8. Describe the three laws of motion.  
9. Identify and use simple machines and describe how they change effort. 
10. Manipulate simple machines and explain how their parts work together. 
 



Energy 
11. Explain how heat is transferred. 
12. Describe the properties of sound. 
13. Explain how light travels and interacts with matter. 
14. Explain what electricity is and how we use it. 
15. Explain how magnets work. 

 
Matter 
 

16. Identify states and properties of matter. 
17. Compare kinds of matter. 
18. Measure different kinds of matter. 
19. Describe the changes of matter when energy is added or removed. 

 
 
LIFE SCIENCE (LS) 
 
Organization of Living Things 
 
1. Identify the functions of animal systems and how they work together to perform selected activities.  
 
Adaptations of Living Things 
 
2. Relate degree of similarity in anatomical features to the classification of contemporary organisms. 
3. Explain that the traits of an individual are influenced by both the environment and the genetics of the 
individual.  
4. Distinguish between inherited and acquired traits.  
5. Explain animal survival as it relates to behavioral and physical characteristics. 
6. Describe how fossils provide evidence about how living things and environmental conditions have 
changed.  
7. Analyze the natural factors environmental change and catastrophic events) surrounding species extinction.  
 
 
Ecosystems 
8.Understand how energy flows between organisms in an ecosystem. 
9.Describe how living and non-living things interact in an ecosystem. 
10.Explain how adaptations help living things survive in their environments. 
11.Explain how nutrients are cycled through ecosystems. 
12. Analyze how humans and natural events change ecosystems. 
13. Identify the characteristic of different biomes. 
 
 
EARTH SCIENCE (ES) 
 
Earth 
 

1. Describe Earth’s features. 
2. Explain what happens when Earth’s plates move. 
3. Explain how volcanoes, weathering and erosion shape the land. 
4. Explain what earthquakes are and how they occur. 

 
Space 
5. Demonstrate using a model, seasons as the result of variations in the intensity of sunlight caused by the 
tilt of the Earth on its axis, and revolution around the sun. 



6. Explain how the revolution of the Earth around the sun defines a year. 
7. Identify objects in the universe.  
8. Design a model that describes the position and relationship of the planets and other objects to the sun.  
9. Describe the motion of planets and moons in terms of rotation on axis and orbits due to gravity.  
10. Explain moon phrases as they relate to the position of the moon in its orbit around the Earth, resulting in 
the amount of observable reflected light.  
11. Recognize that nighttime objects and the Sun appear to move because the Earth rotates on its axis and it 
orbits the Sun.  
12. Explain lunar and solar eclipses based on the relative positions of the Earth, moon, and sun, and the orbit 
of the moon. 
13. Explain the tides of the oceans as they relate to the gravitational pull and orbit of the moon.  
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Social Studies Curriculum Grade 5 
The United States 

 
Because the fifth grade focuses on the history of the United States, other disciplines such as Geography, 
Economics, and Civics have been incorporated into it.  Objectives that demonstrate these disciplines will be 
identified.  
 
History (H) 
 
Native American Life 
1. Use maps to locate peoples in the desert, Southwest, the Pacific Northwest, the nomadic nations of the 
Great Plains, and the woodland peoples east of the Mississippi River (Eastern Woodland). H, G 
 
2. Compare how Native Americans in the desert, Southwest, the Pacific Northwest, the Great Plains, and the 
Eastern Woodlands adapted to or modified the environment. H, G 
 
3. Compare and contrast the four major Native American groups with respect to governmental and family 
structures, trade, and views on property ownership, land use, and religious beliefs. H, E, C 
 
European Exploration 
4. Explain the technological (e.g., invention of the astrolabe and improved maps), and political 
developments, (e.g., rise of nation-states), that made sea exploration possible. H, G, E, C 
 
5. Use case studies of individual explorers and stories of life in Europe to compare the goals, obstacles, 
motivations, and consequences for European exploration and colonization of the Americas.  Consider 
economic, political, cultural, and religious factors. H, E, C, G 
 
African Life before the 16th Century 
6. Use maps to locate the major regions of Africa (northern Africa, western Africa, central Africa, eastern 
Africa, and southern Africa). G 
 
7. Describe the life and cultural development of people living in western Africa before the 16th century with 
respect to occupations, family structures, and the growth of states, towns, and trade. H, E, C, G 
 
Three World Interactions 
8. Describe the convergence of Europeans, American Indians and Africans in North America after 1492 
from the perspective of these three groups. H, G, E 
 
9. Use primary and secondary sources (e.g., letters, diaries, maps, documents, narratives, pictures, graphic 
data) to compare Europeans and American Indians who converge in the western hemisphere after 1492 with 
respect to governmental structure, and views on property ownership and land use. H, C, E, G 
10. Explain the impact of European contact on American Indian cultures by comparing different approaches 
used by the British, French, and Spanish in their interactions with American Indians. H, C, E, G 
 
11. Describe the Columbian Exchange and its impact on Europeans, American Indians, and Africans. H, E, 
G 
 
12. Describe how the Catholic Church had a positive and negative impact in its interactions with American 
Indians and Africans. H, G 
 
 
 



European Struggle for Control of North America 
13. Describe significant developments in the Southern colonies. Consider the patterns of settlement and 
control including the impact of geography (landforms and climate) on settlements; establishment of 
Jamestown, development of one-crop economics (plantation land use and growing season for rice in 
Carolinas and tobacco in Virginia); relationships with American Indians (e.g., Powhatan); development of 
colonial representative assemblies (House of Burgesses); development of slavery; the settlement of 
Maryland as a Catholic colony. H, E, G, C 
 
14. Describe significant developments in the New England colonies. Consider the patterns of settlement and 
control including the impact of geography (landform and climate) on settlement; relations with American 
Indians (e.g., Pequot/King Phillip’s War); growth of agricultural (small farms) and non-agricultural 
(shipping, manufacturing) economies; the development of government including establishment of town 
meetings, development of colonial legislatures and growth of royal government; religious tensions in 
Massachusetts that led to the establishment of other colonies in New England. H, E, C, G 
 
15. Describe significant developments in the Middle Colonies. Consider the patterns of settlement and 
control including the impact of geography (landforms and climates) on settlements; the growth of Middle 
Colonies economies (e.g., breadbasket); the Dutch settlements in New Netherlands, Quaker settlements in 
Pennsylvania, and subsequent English takeover of the Middle Colonies; immigration patterns leading to 
ethnic and religious diversity in the Middle Colonies. H, E, C, G 
 
16. Compare the regional settlement patterns of the Southern colonies, New England, and the Middle 
Colonies. H, G, E 
 
European Slave Trade and Slavery in Colonial America 
17. Describe the Triangular Trade including the trade routes, the people and goods that were traded, the 
Middle Passage, and its impact on life in Africa. H, G, E 
 
18. Describe the life of enslaved Africans and free Africans in the American colonies. H, E, C, G 
 
19. Describe how Africans living in North America drew upon their African past (e.g., sense of family, role 
of oral tradition) and adapted elements of new cultures to develop a distinct African-American culture. H 
 
Life in Colonial America 
20. Locate the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies on a map. G 
 
21. Describe the daily life of people living in the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. H, E, C, G 
 
22. Describe colonial life in America from the perspectives of at least three different groups of people (e.g., 
wealthy landowners, farmers, merchants, indentured servants, laborers and the poor, women, enslaved 
people, free Africans, and American Indians). H, E, C, G 
 
23. Describe the development of the emerging labor force in the colonies (e.g., cash crop farming, slavery, 
indentured servants). H, E 
 
24. Make generalizations about the reasons for regional differences in colonial America. H, E, G 
 
Causes of the American Revolution 
25. Describe the role of the French and Indian War, how British policy toward the colonies in America 
changed from 1763 to 1775, and colonial dissatisfaction with the new policy. H, E, C, G 
 



26. Describe the causes and effects of events such as the Stamp Act, Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable Acts, 
and the Boston Massacre. H, E, C 
 
27. Using an event from the Revolutionary era (e.g., Boston Tea Party, quartering of soldiers, writs of 
assistance, closing of colonial legislatures), explain how British and colonial views on authority and the use 
of power without authority differed. H, C 
 
28. Describe the role of the First and Second Continental Congress in unifying the colonies (e.g., addressing 
the Intolerable Acts, declaring independence, drafting the Articles of Confederation). H, C 
 
29. Use the Declaration of Independence to explain why the colonists wanted to separate from Great Britain, 
why they believed they had the right to do so, and the historical documents or ideas that influenced its 
writing. H, C, E 
 
30. Identify the role that key individuals played in leading the colonists to revolution, including George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and 
Thomas Paine. H 
 
31. Describe how colonial experiences with self-government (e.g., Mayflower Compact, House of 
Burgesses and town meetings) and ideas about government (e.g., purposes of government such as protecting 
individual rights and promoting the common good, natural rights, limited government, representative 
government) influenced the decision to declare independence. H, C, E 
 
32. Identify a problem confronting people in the colonies, identify alternative choices for addressing the 
problem with possible consequences, and describe the course of action taken (e.g., diplomacy vs. 
revolution). H, C, E 
 
The American Revolution and Its Consequences  
33. Describe the advantages and disadvantages of each side during the American Revolution with respect to 
military leadership, geography, types of resources, and incentives. H, E, C, G 
 
34. Describe the importance of Valley Forge, the Battle of Saratoga, and the Battle of Yorktown in the 
American Revolution. H, G, E 
 
35. Compare the role of women, African Americans, American Indians, and France in helping shape the 
outcome of the war. H, E, C, G 
 
36. Describe the significance of the Treaty of Paris (establishment of the United States and its boundaries). 
H, E, C, G 
 
Creating New Government(s) and a New Constitution 
37. Compare and contrast the power of the national government and state governments under the Articles of 
Confederation. H, E, C, G 
 
38. Give examples of problems the country faced under the Articles of Confederation (e.g., lack of national 
army, competing currencies, reliance on state governments for money). H, E, C, G 
39. Explain why the Constitutional Convention was convened, why the Constitution was written, and the 
historical documents or ideas that influenced it. H, E, C, G 
 
40. Describe the issues over representation and slavery the Framers faced at the Constitutional Convention 
and how they were addressed in the Constitution with the Great Compromise and Three-Fifths Compromise. 
H, E, C, G 



 
41. Give reasons why the Framers wanted to limit the power of government (e.g., fear of a strong executive, 
representative government, importance of individual rights). H, C 
42. Describe the principle of federalism and how it is expressed through the sharing and distribution of 
power as stated in the Constitution (e.g., enumerated and reserved powers). H, C 
 
43. Describe the concern that some people had about individual rights and why the inclusion of the Bill of 
Rights was needed for ratification. H, C 
 
44. Describe the rights found in the Ten Amendments to the United States Constitution. H, C 
 
Public Discourse, Decision Making, and Citizen Involvement (P) 
1. Identify contemporary public issues related to the United States Constitution and their related factual, 
definitional, and ethical questions.  
 
2. Use graphic data and other sources to analyze information about a contemporary public issue related to 
the United States Constitution and evaluate alternative resolutions.  
 
3. Give examples of how conflicts over Core Democratic Values lead people to differ on contemporary 
constitutional issues in the United States.  
 
4. Compose a short essay expressing a position on a contemporary public policy issue related to the 
Constitution and justify the position with a reasoned argument.  
 
5. Determine how our Catholic faith influences our participation as citizens.  
 
6. Develop and implement an action plan. Know how, when, and where to address or inform others about a 
public issue.  
 
7. Participate in projects to help or inform others.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TECHNOLOGY  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Log in and out of their Chromebook. 
2. Use Google docs. 
3. Send email to their teacher or principal. 

  



 

Technology Standards Grade 5 
 

Students will: 

• Produce a media-rich digital project aligned to curriculum standards. 

• Use a variety of technology tools and applications to demonstrate creativity by creating or modifying 
works of art, music, movies, or presentations. 

• Participate in discussions about technologies (past, present, and future) to understand these 
technologies are the result of human creativity. 

 

 

Students will: 
• Use digital communication tools (e.g., Google docs) and online resources for group learning 

projects. 

• Identify how different program applications may be used to share similar information, based on 
the in- tended audience (e.g., presentations for classmates, reports). 

• Use a variety of media and formats to create and edit products (e.g., presentations, newsletters, 
brochures) to communicate information and ideas to various audiences. 

 
Research and Information Literacy                  

The students will: 
• Identify search strategies for locating information with support from teachers. 

• Use digital tools to find and organize information. 

• Understand that using information from a single Internet source might result in the reporting of 
erroneous facts and that multiple sources should always be researched. 

 

Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making  

The students will: 
• Use digital resources to access information. 

• Use information and communication technology tools (e.g., calculators, videos) to collect and 
organize information to assist with solving problems 

• Use digital resources to identify and investigate a state, national, or global issue (e.g., global warming, 
economy, environment) 

Digital Citizenship 

Students will:  

• Discuss scenarios involving acceptable and unacceptable uses of technology (e.g., file-sharing, social 
net- working, text messaging, cyber bullying, plagiarism) 

• Recognize issues involving ethical use of information (e.g., copyright adherence, source citation) 

• Describe precautions surrounding personal safety that should be taken when online 

Communication and Collaboration 

Creativity and Innovation 



• Identify the types of personal information that should not be given out on the Internet (name, 
address, phone number, picture, school name) 

Technology Operations and Concepts 

The students will: 

• Use basic input and output devices (e.g., printers, digital cameras, projectors) 

• Describe ways technology has changed life at school and at home 

• Understand and discuss how assistive technologies can benefit all individuals  

• Demonstrate proper care in the use of Chromebooks, i-Pads and flashdrives 

• Know how to exchange files with other students using technology (e.g., Google docs file sharing) 



 
 

Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education Curriculum Grade 5 

Students will display Christian behaviors when involved in physical education class, especially 
respecting and interacting well with others, displaying courtesy and tact, and coping with 
disagreements and losing when playing. 
 

Abilities Outcome 
The students will be able to … 

I. Learn important kills for life in physical education. 
a. Demonstrate physical fitness appropriate for the age. 
b. Play safely and by the rules. 
c. Be a good winner and a good loser. 
d. Be a good team member by cooperating and giving and receiving compliments. 

Standard 1: Demonstrates competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns. 

Locomotor 
a. monstrate mature patterns of locomotor skills in dynamic small-sided practice tasks, gymnastics, and 
dance. (S1.1.5a) 

 
b. Combines locomotor and manipulative skills in a variety of small-sided practice tasks in game 
environments. (S1.1.5b) 

 
c. Combines traveling with manipulative skills for execution to a target (e.g. scoring in soccer, hockey and 
basketball). (S1.1.5c) 

Uses appropriate pacing for a variety of running distances. 
(S1.2.5) 
Combines jumping and landing patterns with locomotor and manipulative skills in dance, gymnastics, and 
small-sided practice tasks in game environments. (S1.3.5) 
Combines jumping and landing patterns with locomotor and manipulative skills in dance, gymnastics, and 
small-sided practice tasks in game environments. (S1.4.5) 
Combines locomotor skills in cultural as well as creative dances (self and group) with correct rhythm and 
pattern. (S1.5.5) 

Applies skill. (S1.6.5) 

Nonlocomotor (stability) 

Combines balance and transferring weight in a gymnastics sequence or dance with a partner. 
(S1.7.5) 
Transfers weight in gymnastics and dance environments. (S1.8.5) 
Applies skill. (S1.9.5) 
Performs curling, twisting, and stretching actions with correct application in dance, gymnastics and small-
sided practice tasks in game environments. 
(S1.10.5) 
Combines locomotors skills and movement concepts (levels, shapes, extensions, pathways, force, time, 
flow) to create and perform a dance with a group. 
(S1.11.5) 

Combines actions, balances, and weight transfers to create a gymnastics sequence with a partner on equipment 
or apparatus. (S1.12.5) 



 

Manipulative 

a. Throws underhand using a mature pattern in non-dynamic environments (closed skills), with different sizes and 
types of objects. (S1.13.5a) 
b. Throws underhand to large target with accuracy. (S1.13.5b) 

a. Throws overhand using a mature pattern in non-dynamic environments (closed skills), with different sizes and types 
of balls. (S1.14.5a) 

b. Throws overhand to large target with accuracy. (S1.14.5b) 
c. Throws with accuracy, both partners moving. (S1.15.5a) 
d. Throws with reasonable accuracy in dynamic, small-sided practice tasks. (S1.15.5b) 
e. Catches a batted ball above the head, at chest or waist level, and along the ground using a mature pattern in a 

non-dynamic environment (closed skills). (S1.16.5a) 
f. Catches with accuracy, both partners moving. (S1.16.5b) 
g. Catches with reasonable accuracy in dynamic small-sided practice tasks. (S1.16.5c) 

Combines hand dribbling with other skills during 1v1 practice tasks. (S1.17.5) 
Combines foot dribbling with other skills in 1v1 practice tasks. (S1.18.5) 

h. Passes with the feet using a mature pattern as both partners travel. 
b. Receives a pass with the feet using a mature pattern as both partners travel. (S1.19.5) 
Dribbles with hands or feet with mature patterns in a variety of small-sided game forms. (S1.20.5) 
Demonstrates mature patterns of kicking and punting in small-sided practice task environments. (S1.21.5) 
Applies skill. (S1.22.5) 
Volleys a ball using a two-hand pattern, sending it upward to a target. (S1.23.5) 
Strikes an object consecutively, with a partner, using a short-handled implement, over a net or against a wall, in 
either a competitive or cooperative game environment. (S1.24.5) 

i. Strikes a pitched ball with a bat using a mature pattern. (S1.25.5a) 
j. Combines striking with a long implement (e.g. bat, hockey stick) with receiving and traveling skills in a small-

sided game. (S1.25.5b) 
Combines manipulative skills and traveling for execution to a target (e.g. scoring in soccer, hockey, and basketball). 
(S1.26.5) 
k. Creates a jump-rope routine with a partner using either a short or long rope. (S1.27.5) 

Standard 2: Applies knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies and tactics related to 
movement and performance. 
Combines spatial concepts with locomotor and nonlocomotor movements for small groups in gymnastics, dance, and 
games environments. 
(S2.1.5) 
Combines movement concepts with skills in small-sided practice tasks in game environments, gymnastics, and dance 
with self-direction. (S2.2.5) 
a. Applies movement concepts to strategy in game situations. (S2.3.5a) 

 
b. Applies the concepts of direction and force to strike an object with a long-handled implement. (S2.3.5b) 

 
c. Analyzes movement situations and applies movement concepts (e.g. force, direction, speed, pathways, extensions) 
in small-sided 
practice tasks in game environments, dance, and gymnastics. (S2.3.5c) 

Applies skill. (S2.4.5) 
a. Applies basic offensive and defensive strategies and tactics in invasion small-sided practice tasks. (S2.5.5a) 

 
b. Applies basic offensive and defensive strategies and tactics in net/wall small-sided practice tasks. (S2.5.5b) 

 
c. Recognizes the type of throw, volley, or striking action needed for different games and sports situations. (S2.5.5c) 



Standard 3: Demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a health-
enhancing level of physical activity and fitness. 
Charts and analyzes physical activity outside physical education class for fitness benefits of activities. 
(S3.1.5) 

Actively engages in all the activities of physical education. (S3.2.5) 

Differentiates between skill-related and health-related fitness. (S3.3.5) 
Identifies the need for warm-up and cool- down relative to various physical activities. (S3.4.5) 
a. Analyzes results of fitness assessment (pre-and post-) comparing results with fitness components for food health. 
(S3.5.5a) 

 
b. Designs a fitness plan to address ways to use physical activity to enhance fitness. 

(S3.5.5b) 
Analyzes the impact of food choices relative to physical activity, youth sports and personal health. (S3.6.5) 

Standard 4: Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others. 
Engages in physical activity with responsible interpersonal behavior (e.g. peer-to-peer, 
student to teacher, student to referee). (S4.1.5) 
a. Participates with responsible personal behavior in a variety of physical contexts, environments and facilities. 
(S4.2.5a) 
b. Exhibits respect for self with appropriate behavior while engaging in physical activity. (S4.2.5b) 

Gives corrective feedback respectfully to peers. (S4.3.5) 
Accepts, recognizes, and actively involves others with both higher and lower skill abilities into physical activities and 
group projects. (S4.4.5) 
Critiques the etiquette involved in rules of various game activities. (S4.5.5) 
Applies safety principals with age-appropriate physical activities. (S4.6.5) 

Standard 5: Recognizes the value of physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-
expression and/or social interaction. 
Compares the health benefits of participating in selected physical activities. (S5.1.5) 
Expresses (via written essay, visual art, creative dance) the enjoyment and/or 
challenge of participating in a favorite physical activity. (S5.2.5) 
Analyzes different physical activities for enjoyment, challenge, identifying reasons for a positive or negative response. 
(S5.3.5) 
Describes the social benefits gained from participating in physical activity (e.g. recess, youth sport). 

(S5.4.5) 

 

 



 
 

Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Music Curriculum Grade 5 

  
Students will explore how religion is expressed through music. 
 
PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.I.5.1  Sing and play independently with accurate rhythm, pitch, 

intonation, with appropriate timbre, technique, and tempo within 

various musical contexts. 

 

ART.M.I.5.2 Sing from memory and play a varied repertoire of music 

representing genres and styles from diverse cultures. 

 

ART.M.I.5.3 Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics, phrasing, and 

interpretation. 

 

ART.M.I.2.4 Sing an ostinato. 

 

ART.M.I.5.5 Demonstrate ensemble techniques by blending timbre, matching 

dynamic levels, and responding to the cues of the conductor. 

 

ART.M.I.5.6 Demonstrate technical skills on rhythmic, melodic, and 

harmonic instruments. 

 

ART.M.I.5.7 Perform rhythmic and melodic patterns when presented aurally. 

 

ART.M.I.5.8 Perform independent instrumental parts while other 

students sing or play contrasting parts. 

 



ART.M.I.5.9 Use a system to read rhythmic notation in various meters. 

ART.M.I.5.10 Use a system to read pitch notation in various tonalities. 

ART.M.I.5.11 Recognize the basic expressive markings of music and 

demonstrate their understanding through performance. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.M.II.5.1  Create through exploration, improvisation, and 

composition, rhythmic and melodic ostinati 

accompaniments. 

 
ART.M.II.5.2  Create through exploration, improvisation, and composition, 

answers in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases. 
 

ART.M.II.5.3  Create through exploration, improvisation, and 

composition, simple rhythmic variations and simple 

melodic embellishments on familiar melodies. 

 

ART.M.II.5.4 Create and arrange songs and instrumental pieces within 

specified guidelines. 

 

ART.M.II.5.5 Use a variety of traditional and non-traditional sound sources and 

electronic media when composing, arranging, and improvising. 
 

ART.M.II.5.6  Create and arrange music to accompany readings, 

dramatizations, or visual media. 
 

ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 



 

ART.M.III.5.1 Identify music forms when presented aurally. ART.M.III.5.2

 Use invented or standard notation to transcribe music. 

ART.M.III.5.3  Understand and respect that there are different responses to 

specific art works in a global community. 

 

ART.M.III.5.4  Use music vocabulary to analyze, describe, and evaluate music. 

 

ART.M.III.5.5  Identify and describe a variety of sound sources, including 

orchestral, band, electronic, world instruments, and voices. 

 

ART.M.III.5.6  Devise criteria for objective evaluation of performances and 

compositions. 

 

ART.M.III.5.7  Explain, using music vocabulary, personal aesthetic 

response to music. 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.M.IV.5.1  Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music 

genres and styles from various historic periods and cultures. 

 

ART.M.IV.5.2  Describe how elements of music are used in examples from world 

cultures. 

 

ART.M.IV.5.3  Demonstrate audience appropriate behavior for the context and style 

of music performed. 

 



ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.M.V.5.1 Observe and identify similarities and differences in the meanings 

of common vocabulary used in the various arts. 

 

ART.M.V.5.2 Observe and identify cross-curricular connections. 

 

ART.M.V.5.3 Discuss the various rationales for using music in daily 

experiences. 
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Art Curriculum Grade 5 

Students will explore how religion is expressed through art and architecture. 

PERFORM 
 

Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform in the arts. 
(VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 

 

ART.D.I.5.1 Accurately demonstrate basic locomotor skills through straight and 

curved pathways including several directions. 
 

ART.D.I.5.2 Accurately demonstrate non-locomotor/axial movements such as 

bending, twisting, stretching, and swinging. 

 

ART.D.I.5.3 Demonstrate shapes at low, middle, and high levels. 

 

ART.D.I.5.4 Demonstrate the ability to define and maintain personal space. 

 

ART.D.I.5.5 Demonstrate moving to a musical beat and responding to changes 

in tempo. 

 

ART.D.I.5.6  Demonstrate kinesthetic awareness, concentration, and focus in 

performing movement skills. 

 

ART.D.I.5.7 Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and with a 

partner. 

 

ART.D.I.5.8 Demonstrate the following partner skills: leading, 

following, and mirroring. 
 

CREATE 
 

Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 



 
 

ART.D.II.5.1   Create a sequence with a beginning, middle, and end, both with and 

without a rhythmic accompaniment. Identify each of these parts of 

the sequence. 

 

ART.D.II.5.2 Improvise, create, and perform dances based on their own ideas and 

concepts from other sources. 

 

ART.D.II.5.3  Use improvisation to discover, invent, and solve movement 

problems. 

 

ART.D.II.5.4  Create a dance phrase, accurately repeat it, and then vary it by 

making changes in the elements of dance: time, space, force, and 

energy. 

ART.D.II.5.5 Begin to develop tracking skills with video. 

 

ANALYZE 
 

Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.D.III.5.1  Observe and describe actions such as skipping and galloping; and 

movement elements of time, space, force, and energy in a brief 

movement study. 
 

ART.D.III.5.2  Observe and discuss how dance is different from other forms of 

human movement, such as sports and everyday gestures. 
 

ART.D.III.5.3 Take an active role in a class discussion about 

interpretations of and reactions to a dance. 

 

ART.D.III.5.4 Present their own dances to peers and discuss their 

meaning with competence and confidence. 

 



 
 

ART.D.III.5.5  Explore multiple solutions to a given movement problem; choose a 

favorite solution and discuss the reasons for that choice. 

 

ART.D.III.5.6  Observe two dances and discuss how they are similar and different 

in terms of one of the elements of dance by observing body 

shapes, levels, and pathways. 

 

ANALYZE IN CONTEXT 
 

Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their 
historical, social, and cultural contexts. 

(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
 

ART.D.IV.5.1 Observe and discuss how dance is different from other forms of 

human movement, such as sports and everyday gestures. 

 

ART.D.IV.5.2 Perform dances from various cultures with competence and 

confidence. 

 

ART.D.IV.5.3  Learn and effectively share a dance from a resource in one’s 

own community; describe the cultural and/or historical 

context. 

ART.D.IV.5.4  Students accurately answer questions about the role of dance in a 

specific culture and time period including why and in what 

setting people dance, and what the dances look like. 

 

ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS 
 

Standard 5: Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the arts 
and everyday life. 
(VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 

 

ART.D.V.5.1 Explain how healthy practices such as nutrition and safety enhance 

the ability to dance, and cite multiple examples. 



 
 

 

ART.D.V.5.2 Identify various careers in the visual arts. 

 

ART.D.V.5.3  Create a dance that reveals understanding of a concept or idea from 

another discipline, such as patterns in dance and science with the 

use of technology. 

 

ART.D.V.5.4  Respond to a dance using another art form; explain the 

connections between the dance and their response to it. 
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